Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



Arir.; tr. 



I 



Map 

ed the 

lap 



>\%M 



THE tourist finds hit way about «afily in town, if he has a 
plan fpving ihc Dames of the streets. 
He gets about with the same ea 
if he has a Michelin map, ^• 
numbers on the milestones and road-s 
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The Michelln tVheelis practical and strong 



The Michelin Wheel is simple- and smart 
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THE "TOURING CLUB DE FRANCE" 



If you are not a Member 

of the Touring Club de France 

join to-day. By doing 80» you will help France and, at 
the same time, yourself. (Intending Members should 
be introduced by two actual Members, or furnish 
references.) 

If you are eJready a Member 

of the Touritig Club de France 

Introduce new Members. It will only cost you a 
little good will, and you will have the satisfaction of 
knowing that you have helped to , augment the 
Association's beneficent influence. 



Subscriptions : 
The yearly subscription is : 

6 francs for new Members of French nationality. 

10 francs for new Members of oth^r nationeJity, 
wherever their residence may be. 

New subscriptions paid from October 1 are 
valid for the following calendar year. 

Life subscriptions may be effected in one payment 
of 120 francs for persons of French nationality, or 
200 francs if of other nationality. 

The title of " Membre^Fondateur " may be acquired 
by the payment of 300 francs. 

A minimum payment of 300 francs confers the 
tide of ** Membre-Bienfaiteur." 



THE TOURING CLUB DE FRANCE, 
65. AVENUE DE LA GRANDE ARMEE, PARIS (16). 



IN MEMORY 

OF THE MICHELIN EMPLOYEES 

AND WORKMEN WHO DIED GLORIOUSLY 

FOR THEIR COUNTRY. 



RHEIMS 



AND THE BATTLES FOR ITS POSSESSION. 
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On Jiihj Gth, 1919, the President of the French 
Rppttblic conferred the Oroin d* tm. L4Bi«n d'Honnaur 
on liheims {faslening it jxrsonally oh the City 
j1m»s), with the following weitetion".' — 

" Martyred city, destroyed ht/ an infuriated 
enemy, powerless to hold it. 

" Sublime population who, like the Mimicipnl 
Authorities — viodcls of devotion to duty and 
despisiyig all danger — gave proof of magnificent 
courage, by remaining more tlian three years under 
the constant menace of the enemy's attacks, and 
by leaving their homes only when ordered to do so. 

"Inspired by the example of the heroic French 
maid of venerated memory, wlwse statue stands 
in the heart of the city, showed unshakeable faith 
in the future of France {Croix dc Guerre)." 
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RHEIMS 

POLITICAL HISTORY 

Rheims is one of the oldest towns in France, so old that legendary accounts, 
in an endeavour to outdo one another, carry back its foundation sometimes 
to 1440 B.C. after the Flood, sometimes to the siege of Troy. Lying at the 
intersection of the natural routes between Belgium and Burgundy, and between 
the Parisian basin and I^rraine, i,e. between political districts that long 
remained different in character, and regions having different commercial 
resources, it was at one and the same time the '* oppxdum " and market-imvn. 
Its military and commercial position destined it early to be a great city. 

It probably takes its name from the tribe of the Remij who occupied 
almost the whole territory now forming the " d^partemenls " of the Marne 
and the Ardennes, and who were clients of the Suessiones (Soissons) before 
the Roman conquest. It was already a prosperous town, under the name of 
*' Ihirocortorum" when Caesar conquered Gaul. It freed itself from the 
yoke of the Suessiones by accepting the Roman domination. When the 
Belgians revolted in 67 B.C., the Kemi remained faithful to Caesar and received 
the title of '"^ friends of th^ Roman people. ^^ Neither did they take any part 
in the general revolt of Gaul in 52 B.C. Under the Empire, Rheims was, 
with Treves, one of the great centres of Latin culture in *' Gallia Belgica.'' 
On becoming a federated city, it retained its institutions and senate. A 
favourite residence of the Roman Governors, Rheims was embellished with 
sumptuous villas and magnificent monuments, and soon became one of the 
most prosperous towns in Gaul. At the beginning of the Germanic invasions 
Rheims drew in its borders and became a militarv town. Under Diocletian 
it was the capital of Bel^ca Secunda. 

According to tradition, Christianity was first preached in Rheims by 
St. Sixtus and St. Sinirus, the first bishops of the city. However that may be, 
Christianity was firmly established there as early as the 3rd century. A 
bishop of Rheims was present at the Council of Aries in 314. The conversion' 
of several great Roman personages (amongst others, the Consnl Jovinus — see 
p. 118) favoured the progress of the Christian religion. 

In the 6th century, when Rome, otherwise occupied, was unable to hold 
back the barbarians, invasions interfered with the development of the city. 
The Frankish conquest marked the beginning of a new period of prosperity. 
In 486, after the victory of Soissons, Clovis entered into negotiations with 
St. Remi, who, at the age of 22, had been elected Bishop of Rheims in 459, 
and whose long episcopate of seventy- four years is probably unique in history. 
On Christmas Day, a.d. 496, St. Remi, who had arranged the marriage of Clovis 
with the Christian princess Clotilde, baptized the Frankish king with his 
own hands in the Cathedral. This important event took place undoubtedly 
at Rheims and not at Tours, as a learned German, Krusch, has attempted 
to prove. 

Under the Merovingians and Carolingians, the history of Rheims became 
merged in that of the French monarchy. The possession of the city was 
disputed as fiercely as that of the throne. The city was mixed up in quarrels 
from which it suffered, without, however, losing its religious prestige. P^pin- 
le-Bref and Pope Stephen III., Charlemagne and Pope Leo III. had famous 
interviews there. When the Carolingians restored the religious hierarchy 
Rheims became one of the twenty-two chief cities of the Empire. From the 
time of Charlemagne, the Archbishop of Rheims ruled over twelve bishoprics, 
comprising the cities of the ancient Roman province of Belgicu Secunda, 
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::: r.froiJi'U^Otft t& ikt^ nth century the history of Rheims is that of its 
:" jcjfufdi, 'Hii CcMiHt&Qf ^ermandois, the Lords of Coiicy and the archbishops 
first dispu£ed,*fRen cfivlded its temporal possession, the latter falling eventu- 
ally to the archbishops in the 11th oentury., After becoming Counts, with 
the right to coin money, and, from 940, powerful temporal princes, the 
archbishops played a great political part in the struggles between the 
Carolingian princes. Under Charles-le-Cfiauve, Archbishop Hincmar became 
the protector of the enfeebled monarchy. In 858 he prevented Louis-h- 
Gertnanique from deposing his nephew and becoming King of France. In 
987, Archbishop Adalheron, at the Meeting of Senlis, drove the legitimate 
heir, Charles de Lorraine, from the throne, and favoured the election of 
Hughes Capet. Although, under the Capetians, Paris became the political 
capital of France, Rheims became the religious metropolis of the kingdom. 
From the time when Lovis-le-Pieux had himself consecrated emperor in the 
Cathedral, by Pope Stephen IV.. it was understood that every new king 
must be consecrated by the successor of St. Remi. 



The Conseoration of the Kinss of Prance 

In the 12th century. Popes and Kings formally acknowledged the right 
of the Archbishop of Rheims to consecrate and crown the kings of France. 
As a matter of fact, until the Revolution, all the kings, except Louis IV. 
and Henri IV^., were consecrated at Rheims. 

The ceremony of consecration filled the Cathedral wdth a great crowd of 
people. Apart from the peers, numerous prelates, dignitaries of the Kingdom, 
the Court, the Chapter of the Cathedral and the populace crowded in. Staging 
was erected for the public in the transept ends and along the choir. Before 
the consecration took place, the archbishop, at the head of a procession, 
went to receive the Sacred Ampulla at the threshold of the Cathedral, brought 
on horseback by the Abbot of St. Remi. Returning to the altar, the prelate 
received the King's oath and then consecrated him, anointing him with the 
holy oil on his head and breast, between and on his shoulders, on the joints 
of his arms and in the palms of his hands, each motion being accompanied 
, with a special prayer. Then the Peers handed the insignia of royalty to the 
archbishop, who, surrounded by all the Peers, placed the cro^vn of Charlemagne 
on the head of the King, while the people shouted " Loing live the KingJ*^ 

The King was then led to a throne prepared for him at the entrance to 
the Choir, and mass was celebrated with great pomp. The King and Queen 
communicated in both kinds, and the royal party then went in procession 
to the archbishop's palace, where the Feast of Consecration was held. 

In 1162, the Archbishopric of Rheims, until then a county, became a 
Duchy and the highest peerage in France, which explains why it was given 
to great personages, such as Henri-de-France and Guillaiune-de-Champagne, 
brother and brother-in-law of Louis VII. 

In the 12th century the archbishops, freed from the feudal rivalries, 
were confronted by a new power, the bourgeoisie or middle classes, born of 
the progress of industry and commerce, and whose importance was demon- 
strated by the great Champagne Fairs held sometimes at Rheims and some- 
times at Troyes. The first Company of Burgesses ^ founded in 1138, soon 
became a *' Commune ." In 1147, the suburb of St. Remi, which the arch- 
bishop refused to allow to become attached to the " Commmie," rose in revolt 
and was only appeased by the intervention of St. Bernard and Suger. 

In 1160, Archbishop Henri-de-France, with the help of the Count of 
Flanders, who was occupying Rheims with a thousand horsemen, suppressed 
the '' Commune,^' whose independence was alarming him. In 1182 a royal 
charter, granting to the inhabitants the right to elect for a year twelve 



"ieheeina " (aldermen), re-eetabliahed the Commitne in fact, if not in name, 

but the struggle between the Commune and the archbishop still vent on. 
In 1211, PhiUppe-Auguste compelled the aldermen to hand over the keys of 
the city gates to the archbishop. 

In 1228, Archbishop Henri -de^Braine, not feeling himself safe in the city, 
built the fortified castle of Mara-Gate (or old castle of the archbishops) 
outside the walls, but looking towards the city (photo, p. I ). During the 
serious rioU of 1235, t^e burgessea besieged the archbishop's castle, for which 



act th<^ were excoinmumcBt«d by Pope Gregory IX., and rebuked by 
St Louu. In 1257, Si. Louis intervened once more, to put an end to the 
fighting between the free CompaiueB of tbe Burghers and the soldiera of 
the archbiBhop. 

In the I4tDi century the two advereariea frequently came to blows, until 
the king, in 1362, put an end to their quarreU by taking into his own 
bands the care and military government of Rheims. 

In spite of theee local Btrugglee the city developed in tbe course of the 
Middle Ages. With Chartres it had a well-attended episcopal school, long 
before Paris. Among the masters of this school were Qerberl, one of the 
most learned men of the Middle Ages, who became Pope under the name of 
Sylvester IL, and St. Bruno, founder of the Carthusian Order. Among the 
pupils were Fulbert (aft«rwardfl Bishop of Chartres), the historian RicheT, 
QuiUaume de Champeaux, and Abelard (adversary of St. Bernard). 

During the Hundred Years' War (see military seclioa) the Town Council 
of Rheims, which the Treatv of Troyee in 1420 had placed under the domina- 
tion of the English, declared in favour of Charles VII., in spite of the Duke of 
Burgundy, who was residing at l^aon, and notwithstanding the intrigues 
of t&e Bishop of Beauvais, Pierre Cauchon, who, profiting by the absence 
of the archbishop, went so far as to have a Corpus Christi procession in the 
city, to call down the blessing of Heaven upon the English. On July 17th, 
1429, Jom-of-Arc handed over the keys of the city to the king, and was 
present at the consecration, standing near the altar with her standard which, 
after having been tJirough much tribulation, waa accounted worthy of a 
place of honour." Sinoo the return of Charles VIL to Rheims, the city had 
never ceased to be French. After the depiu^re of the kii^ and Joan- of- 
Aro, a friend of Pierre Cauchon plott«d to deliver the town into the hands 
of the Duke of Burgundy, to whom the English promised It, provided be could 
take it. The plot was discovered and failed. 

Under Louit XL a serious revolt, known as the Micquemaque, broke out 
in the town. Louis, well received at the timOiof his consecration, hadpromised 
tbe people of Rheims (or so they beloved) the abolition of the tax known as 
the taitle." When, therefore, m tho tollf»"^"" •<ma' ti"> nnilnntjira dMnamlnii 
payment, the people rose in revolt and d 
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As usual, the king hod recourso to treachery. Diaguiaed as peasante, his 
Boldien entered the city unperceived. Once ingide, they arrested those who 
were most deeply compromiBed, and carried out violent reprisals. Uousee 
were plundered, many of the inhabitants banished, and nine put to deatii. 

During the War of Religion, Bhcims sided ivith the Catholics. 

Under the influence of the Guises, five of whom were archbishops of Rheims 
(notably Cardinal Charles de Lorraine, the proteotor of Rabelais and Bonsard, 
and founder of the University of Rheims in 1547), the town espoused the cause 
of the League and opened its gates to the Due do Mayennc in 1586. It sub- 
mitted to Henri IV- only after the battle of Ivry, when the Castle of Mars 
Gate (stronghold of the archbishops) was razed to the ground. Henceforth 
the archbiHhops played no political part, and Bicheliou put an end to strife 
by turning the Ovists out of the archi- episcopal see- 
In the 17th and 18th centuriee the town lived in peace, with alternations 
of misery and suffering (caused by plague or famine) and commercial and 
industrial prosperity. It was at Bbeima that the first French newspaper, 
the " Gazette de France," print«d by Godard in 1694, appeared. 

During the Revolution, Rheims received the new ideas with enthusiasm. 
It furnished a great number of volunteers to withstand the invasion, and on 
August 14th, 1792, the Legislative Assembly proclaimed that the city " had 
deservtd laeli of lAe country." 

Under the Restoration its industry developed. In Angust, 1830, the 
people, who were favourably to the Revolution of July, overturned the cross 
of the " Calvaire de la Mission," erected in 1821 by the ultra-Catholic party, 
and in its place set up a funeral um with the inscription, " To the brave men 
who died for liberty on the 27th, 28th and 29th days of July, 1830." The 
population accepted the monarchy of July, but without enthusiasm. 

The Second Empire witnessed a remarkable development of buainesa 
activity which, after the momentary stoppage caused by the War of ISTO 
and the Prussian occupation {see mitifari/ section), made of Rheims, at the end 
of the 19th century, one of the great commercial and industrial cities of 
France. The population increased from about 30,000 (in 1792) to 59,000 (In 
1865) and to more than 115,000 in 1912. 



" No (oim is dearer to me than Rheims, 
The Honour and Glory of otir France." 
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MILITARY HISTORY 



If the military and commercial situation of Rheims destined it, from early 
times, to be a great city, it also exposed it to the greed of ambitious foreigners, 
and opened the road to invasion. 

During the Hundred Years' War the city was fiercely disputed. On 
December 4th, 1359, Edward III. of England besieged it. On January 11th, 
1360, a sortie of the troops and burghers, under Remi Grammaire, compelled 
him to raise the siege, in recognition of which feat of arms Charles V. per- 
mitted the ^' fleur-delys '* (emblem of the Royal House of France) to be 
emblazoned on the City's coat of arms. Since then the Shield of Rheims 
has been : In chief France ancient, in base argent Two, laurel branches in 
Sal tire vert. In 1420 the English were more successful and entered Rheims, 
whose gates were opened to them by Philippe-le-Bon, Duke of Burgundy. 
Nine years later (July 16th, 1429) the Dauphin of France and Joan- of- Arc 
entered the town, then finally delivered, by the Dieu-Lumiere Gat>e (formerly 
the (Jate of St. Nicaise). 

During the invasion of 1814, Marshal Marmont's troops retook Rheims 
on March 13th, after sharp street fighting, and Napoleon entered the city 
the same night. 

In 1870, after the investnieut of Metz, Rheims witnessed the departure 
of the army formed bv MacMahon at Chalons-sur-Mame, for the relief of 
Marshal Bazaine. A few days later (September 4th) the Prussian troops 
entered the city at 3 o'clock in the afternoon by three di 'erent gates. On 
the 6th, the lung of Prussia, accompanied by Bismarck and Von Moltke, 
made an imposing entry, and resided for some time at the archi-episcopal 
palace, in the apartments reserved for the Kings of France at the time of their 
consecration. Rheims was held to ransom, and a number of citizens shot 
for protesting against the German yoke, chief among whom was the Abbe 
Miroy, Cure of Cuchery, whose tomb (the work of the sculptor Saint Marceaux) 
is in the northern cemetery. Others were carried away prisoners to Germany. 
The Prussian troops evacuated the town on November 20th, 1872. 



The Invasion of 1914- 

(Set map, p. 11.) 

Forty-four years later to a day (September 4, 1914), German advance 
troops again entered Rheims, as General Joffre's plans had not provided for 
defending the city. However, the Army detachments placed under the com- 
mand of General Foch on August 29, and wedged in between the 4th and 
.5th Armies, stayed the German advance for a few days. On August 30 the 
42nd Division from the East, detrained at Rheims and took up positions at 
Sault-Saint-Remy and Saint-Loup- en-Champagne on August 31, to the left 
of the 9th and llth Corps. 

On September 1, General Foch resisted on the river Retoume but, in the 
evening, withdrew to the river Suippe, in conformity with the general orders. 
On the 2nd the town was still protected by the 10th Corps (elements of which 
occupied the Fort of St. Thierry), by the 42nd Division near Brimont and to 
the north of the Aviation ground, and by the 9th and llth Corps to the 
east. On the 3rd, the French retreat towards the Marne became more rapid, 
and Rheims was abandoned. On September 5, Prince August Wilhelm 
of Prussia entered the town and took up his quarters at the Grand Hotel. 
The Germans at once requisitioned 60 tons of meat, 20 tons of vegetables, 
100 tons of bread, 50 tons of oats, 16,000 gallons of petrol, besides straw 
and hay, and insisted on the immediate payment of a million francs as a 
guarantee that their requirements would be met. 






paid in the course of the afternoon, under threats by the 
From the 6th onwards the Qerman soldiers gave themselves up to 
iijering. The tobacco warehouse at 21 Rue Payen was ransacked, 
ana more than 700,000 francs worth of cigars and tobacco stolen. On 
the following days piiloginf;, especially of the food-shops, continued. On 
the 9th, the Konmiandantur requisitioned civilians to bury the dead in the 
Retbel, Epemay and Montmirail districts. On the 11th, the Crown Prince 
arrived and took up his quarters at the Grand H6t«1, where he was joined fay 
Prince Henry of Prussia, brother of the Kaiser. On the morning of the 12th, 
the Germans, alarmed at the approach of the victorious French troops from 
the Mame, arrested the Mayor (Dr. Langlet), Mgr. NeveuK, coadjutor of 
Rheima, and the Abb^ Camus. They then drew up a list of a hundred hos- 
tages and threatened to hang them at the first attempt at disorder. Thev 
also threatened to burn the city, wholly or partially, and to hang the inhabi- 
tants, if any of them molest«d the German soldiers. All that day the Germans, 
instead of oi^anising defences, left the town in haste, after first pillaging it. 
In the afternoon the Crown Prince left the Grand Hotel ivith his suite. At 
5 p.m., after setting fire to the forage stores, the Kommandantur left Rheims 
fay the Rethel road in drenching rain, followed by the hundred hostage«, 
who were only released at the level- crossing at Witry-lea-Rh'^iras. When 
the latter returned to Rheims, a patrol of French mounted Chasseurs had 
already entered the town by the suburb of St. Anne. The next morning, 
at about 6 o'clock, the French troops, with the 6th mounted Chasseurs at 
their head, entered Rheims by the Rue de Veele. At 1 p.m. General Franchet 
d'Eapirey, commanding the French 5th Army, entered the city. 

Tho MkttlM fOr Rhalma, 1»l4-t»1S 

Although evacuated by the Germans, Rheims had yet to remain for 
nearly four years under enemy fire. With equal obstinacy the adversaries 
disputed the town, the French seeking to disengage it and the Germans 

to recapture it. 
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On September 12, on the approach of the victorious French Army from 
the Mame, the Germans entrenched themselves to the south-west of the town, 
and established a line of resistance passing through Thillois, Ormes, Bezannes 
and Villers-aux-Noeuds. 

In spite of the very unfavourable weather, the 3rd Corps (Gen. 
Hache) vigorously engaged the enemy at Thillois, and forced them to 
abandon the position in the evening. The Ist Corps (Gen. Deligny), 
on the right, had orders to push forward advance-guards into Rheims, 
but as a matter of fact they reached the subiurb of Vesle. The 10th 
Corps (Gen. DefTorges) attacked at Puisieulx and forced the enemy across 
the Vesle. 

On the 13th, the left of the 3rd Corps arrived in front of Courcy and Brimont, 
where the Germans were strongly entrenched. A desperate battle took 
place, with the result that Courcy was taken before noon. Loivre likewise 
fell into the hands of the French, but the passage of the Aisne Canal w.a8 
fiercely disputed. The attack on Brimont failed, in spite of the great valour 
of the troops, who sustained heavy losses. Meanwhile, the 1st Corps crossed 
B helms, with orders to debouch at Betheny. Just outside the town 
they were met with violent artillery fire, which, however, did not com- 
pletely check their advance. La Neuvillette, Pierquin Farm and Betheny 
were occupied, and the 1st Corps linked up on its left with the 3rd Corps, 
on the outskirts of Soulain Woods. The advance continued during the 
night, and Modelin Farm was reached by advance-guards. General 
Deligny took up his headquarters in the suburb of Vesle. The 10th 
Corps crossed the Vesle, engaged the enemy at St. Leonard and reached 
the railway. 

On the l4th, the lighting greatly increased in violence. The 3rd 
Corps, in spite of repeat«l efforts, was unable to advance ; on the left it 
failed to drive the enemy from the St. Marie Farm, while on the right 
it was held up l)efore Brimont. The 1st Corjis was likewise checked ; the 
Ist Division (Gen. Gallet) attempted unsuccessfully to support General 
Hache in his attack on Brimont. The 10th Corps, although strongly 
engaged towards the Fort of La Pompelle, ma<le but little progress. 
Farther away, on the right, the battle extended along the front of the 
9th Army. 

On the 15th, at 5.30 a.m., the 5th Aiiny resumed a general offensive. 
Fierce fighting took place at St. Marie Farm, to the left of the 3rd Corps, 
and also further north, near Hill 100. Despite heavy sacrifices, however, 
the enemy held their positions ; but, on the right, the 36th Infantry Regiment 
captured the Chdteau of Brimont at day- break. . General Deligny, less 
fortunate, was driven out of Soulains Woods, but stood firm at the Champ- 
de- Courses and Betheny. The 10th Corps continued to advance slowly, 
and at certain points reached the high-road to Suippes. 

On the 16th, the 3rd Cor])s attacked Brimont again, but failed. At the 
chdteau the situation became more and more critical, by reason of the 
retreat of the 1st Corps on the previous day. This Corps had again to face 
a powerful enemy counter-offensive, which, however, failed to drive it from 
the Modelin Farm and the '* Cavaliers de Courcy." 

On the 17th, the Germans counter-attacked all along the line. In the 
afternoon the 3rd Corps, which stood firm at Godat Farm and Loivre, was 
elsewhere compelled to cross to the west bank of the canal and fall back on 
Courcy. 

After a heroic defence the isolated garrison of Brimont Castle, weakened 
by heavy losses, surrendered during the night, after having spent all its 
ammunition. The 1st Corps, the greater part of which had left for the 
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region of Berry-au-Bac, held it8 positions with its last available unit^. The 
10th Corps extended its front westwards to B^theny, while one of its regiments, 
the 2nd Infantry, occupied La Pompellc Fort. 

On the 18th, the enemy increased their effrots against the front held by 
the 3rd Corps and the reserve units further west. Loivre, which had so 
far resisted, fell. The French withdrew to the west of the road to Laon. 
The situation was considered critical at this point of the front. The 10th 
Corps, which had been withdrawn from the east of Rheims, in favjur of 
another sector, was stopped on the way and sent for a few days in support 
of the 3rd Corps. 

On the 19th, one of its brigades counter-attacked Courcy Mill. On the 
other side, the Moroccan Division (Gen. Humbert), which had relieved the 
10th Corps, continued to hold La Pompelle Fort, 

Gradually the front became fixed. Desperate, indecisive fighting still 
took place, but finally the front stabilised on the line extending from the 
foot of the Berru and Nogent-rAbbesse Hills, along the road from Rheims 
to Suippes, on the east, and along the western bank of the Aisne Canal on the 
north. 




EXPLANATORY MAP OP THE MILITARY OPERATIONS IN 1914 

(See pp. 9-n.) 
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The French OfRsnslve of April, 1917 



The French offensive, planned by the then Commander-in-Chief, General 
Nivelle, and launched in April, between Soissons and Auberive, aimed at 
piercing the German front and disengaging Rheims. 

North-west of Rheims was the 5th Army (Gen. Mazel), of which the 
38th Corps (Gen. de Mondesir) held the immolate approaches to the town, 
followed by the 7th Corps (Gen. de Bazelaire), 32nd Corps (Gen. Passaga) 
astride the Aisne, and, extending beyond Craonne, the 6th Corps (Gen. de 
Boissoudy) and the 1st Corps (Gen. Muteau). 

East of Rheims the 4th Army (Gen. Anthoine) was engaged only during 
the second stage of the battle. 

At 6 a.m. on the 16th, in drenching rain, the 5th Army attacked all 
along the front, in conjunction on the left with the 6th Army (Gen. Mangin), 
which undertook to storm the Chemin-des-Dames. The enemy was expecting 
the attack, and had concentrated very large forces and powerful artillery. 
Despite their bravery, the French were unable to break through. 

In the Rheims sector, the 32nd Corps advanced three kilometers to the 
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EXPLANATORY MAP OF THE MILITABY 0PEBATI0N8 IN 1917 



north of the Aisne. The 7th' Corps crossed the canal at Loivre and captured 
Bermericourt in the morning, but was forced to give up part of the conquered 
ground in the afternoon, in consequence of a powerful German counter- 
attack. In front of Brimont a brigade of the 38tn Corps failed to pierce the 
enemy's positions. 

On the 17th, while the army of General Mazel resisted a violent enemy 
counter-atack, General Anthoine attacked from the east of Rheims to Auberive 
with the 8th Corps (Gen. Hely d'Oissel), 17th Corps (Gen. J. B. Dumas), 
12th Corps (Gen. Nourrisson). At 4.46 a.m., despite violent squalls of rain 
and snow, the French infantry rushed forward and carried the first German 
lines along a front of eleven kilometers. The 34th Division (Gen. de Lobit) 
carried the Mont Comillet and Mont Blond hills, which the enemy attempted 
in vain to recapture. 

On April 18 and 19, and May 4 and 5, the fighting was spasmodic and 
finally ceased. On the whole, the French offensive failed, and Rheims 
continued to remain under enemy gun-fire. 

On the morning of May 27 , 1918, the Germans commenced a powerful 
offensive between Vauxaillon (on the Chemin-des-Dames) and the Fort of 
Brimont, At the beginning of the attack, the French line passed through 
B^theny and along the Aisne-Marne Canal. In the evening, after the loss 
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of the Chemin-des-Dames and the Aisnc Canal, Rheims was no longer pro- 
tected on the north-west, except by the 8t. Thierry Heights, which were soon 
turned. The Germans crossed the Vesle at several points, principally at 
Bazoches and Fismes, and advanced as far as Muizon. 

On May 29, the French line passed through La Neuvillette, Chalona- 
sur- Vesle, Muizon and Rosnay. On the 30th, it extended from Perquin 
Farm to Mery-Premecy, via Champigny. On the 31st, Tinqueux and Vrigny 
fell. 

Further to the south the Germans advanced along the valley of the Ardre 
tow^ards the Chateau -Thierry — Epemay — Chalons railway, threatening 
Epernay {see the Michelin (hiide: " The Second Battle of the Mame *'). 

However, Rheims still held out. On June 1, the Germans attacked 
simultaneously, without success, to the south-east of the town (between 
Pommery Park and La Pompelle Fort), and on the west and south-west 
(between La Haubette and Ormes), while the French recaptured Vrigny. 
On three seperatc occasions — in the evening of the 1st, and on June 9 and 
18, the enemy's powerful and costly efforts to recapture this important 
position broke down. On the 18th, they delivered a fresh general attack 
from Vrigny to La Pompelle, gaining a footing in the Northern Cemetery of 
Rheims and in the north-eastern outskirts of Sillerj', but evervAvhere else 
they were repulsed. On the 23rd and 29th, they rushed Bligny Hill, held by 
the Italians, only to lose it again shortly afterwards. Once again, Rheims 
had eluded the enemy's grasp. 

July 15 to Auffust 9, 1918 

At dawn, on July 13, the Germans began a new offensive from Chdteau- 
Thierry to La Main de Massiges. It was Ludendorf's much vaunted " Frieden- 
sturm " (peace- battle), and was expected by him to prove irresistible and 
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decisive. Its purpose was to complete the encirclement of Rheims, 
carry the hills surrounding the town, crush the French 4th Army, 
and reach Chalons-sur-Mame (see the Michelin Guide : " Champagne afid 
Argonne "). However, this time, there was no surprise, and the Allies held 
out victoriously. 

To the west, between Donnans and Rheims, Franco -Italian forces held 
their ground on the Ch&tillon-sur-Marne — Cuchery — ^]\Iarfaux — Bouilly line. 
To the east, from La Pompelle to the Argonne, the army of General Gouraud, 
after voluntarily abandoning its first line previous to the enemy's attack, 
checked and decimated the armies of Von Einem and Von Mudra, on its 
second or battle-line. On July 16, 17 and 18, the enemy, now exhausted 
and incapable of resuming their general attack, attempted local attempts 
only, especially near Beaumont-sur-Vesle, to the north of Prosnes, and in the 
region of Trigny and Pourcy, to the west, all of which were repulsed. Once 
more Rheims escaped, and was destined from now on, to be gradually freed 
from the enemy's grasp. The French counter-offensive began on July 18, 
on the Aisne (see th^ Michelin Chiide : " The Second Battle of the Mame "), 
extending shortly afterwards to the west of Rheims. On the 22nd, the army 
of General Berthelot captured St. Euphraise and Bouilly, and on the 23rd 
reached a point betw^een Vrigny and the Ardre. A number of German 
counter-attacks on July 24, 25 and 30 and August 1 failed to check 
its advance. On August 2, Gueux and Thillois were recaptured. On 
the 4th, the Vesle was reached to the east of Fismes, and the latter occupied, 
while a small force crossed to the north bank of the river. On the 7th, after 
fierce fighting, in which the French and Americans advanced foot by foot, 
the Vesle was crossed to the east of Bazoches and Braine. On the 9th, 
Fismette was taken. 



September 20 to November 11f 1918 

The disengaging of Rheims, which had begun slowly, was now rapidly 
accomplished. Two French offensives completely effected it in a few days — 
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that of September 26 (see the Michdin Ouide: ''Champagne and Argoniie^\ 
under General Gouraud, and that of September 30, first by General Berthelot 
and then by General Guillaumat. The first of these offensives, to the east, 
brought about the fall of the Moronvilliers Heights, after outflanking them ; 
the second, to the west, captured the Saint-Thierry Heights, the French troops 
crossing the Aisne-Marne Canal from Le Godat to La Neuvillette. This double 
manoeuvre forced the Germans, whose communications were threatened, to 
beat a hasty retreat on October 5 along a twenty-seven mile front. An 
important part of the old German front of 1914, and one of the most fiercely 
disputed, collapsed suddenly. The formidable forts of Brimont and Nogent- 
TAbbesse, which had held Rheims under their guns for four years, fell. 
This time the deliverance of Rheims was complete and final. 



\ «1io 

V'jv, \Jlio \ 




THE DISENGAGING OF BHEIMS 



The dotted lines show the Allied advance at the date indicated in the middle of each zone 
conquered. The line of departure is that of July 18 (L8/7). On the evening of Oct. 6 (6/10)— 
the upper thick dotted line--the town was completely disengaged. The Allied advance ha? 
the appearance of a fan spreading out west of Rheims until Oct. 5 (5/lOX when the Oermani 
were forced to make a deep retreat. 



Th« DMti'Mctlon of Rhaima 

Being unable to capture Rheima, the Germans reduced it to ruins 
by bombardment. For four years (September 4, 1914, t« October 5. 
11118) they rtuned explosive and incendiary shells on it, almost without 
intermission. 

On Sept«mber 3, 1914, at about 11 a.m., a German aeroplane dropped 
bombs on the town. A few ot the inhabitants left, as the enemy approached, 
but the majority remained. A lady-teacher, sixty j-ears of age. Mile. Fouriaux 
(afterwards decorated with the Legion d'Honneur),who had charge of Hospital 
No. 101 (formerly a high-school for girU), transferred the wounded to Epernay 
and then returned on foot to Bheims. 

On (September 4, at 9.30 a.m., when the enemy advance-guards were 
already in the town, and a German officer was making requisitions at the 
Town Hall, the bombardment began again. From 9.30 to 10.15 a.m., ITA 
large shells (ell into the town, three of which tore open the great gallery of 
modem paintings in the Museum. Forty-nine civilians were killed and"l30 
wounded, sei-eral of them mortally. 

The Germans, hard pressed by the French, evacuated Rheims on September 
12. Two davs later, at 9 a.m., they bombarded the town. Their fire was 
especially directed against the headquarters of General Franchet d'Esperey, 
near the Town Hall. On the following days, firing was resumed at the same 
hour. On the 17th, the first fires broke out. Many civilians were killed or 
wounded. The vicinity of the Cathedral, which was believed to be Bpcciallv 
aimed at, was among the places that suffered most. To protect tbe Cathedral, 
whichtheGormanshadfitt^^uponthe 12th for the reception of their wounded, 
some seventy to eighty German wounded were accommodated on straw in 
the nave. The Red Cross flag was displayed on each tower, and notice given 
to the enemy. 



On the 18th, the bombardment began again at 8.15 a.m. In addiUon 
to the Sub -Prefecture, which was almost entirely destroyed, as were also 
many important factories, the Cathedral, in spit« of the Red Cross flag, 
was struck by 8-in. sbells, which damaged the outside* sctdpturee of the 
lower windows of the main transept, smashing the 13th and 14th eentuiy 
stained -glass. Splinters of stone killed a French gendarme and two wounded 
Germans in the lower part of the south nave. 

On the 19th, the bombardment was intensified. The Town Hall, Museum, 
hospitals {including that of the Girls' High Schooll. the south side of the 
Cathedral and the Archbishop's Palace were all hit. Towards noon, incendituy 
shells were rained on the centre of the town. 

At about 4 p.m., a shell fired the wooden scaffolding round the north-weett 
tower which had been under repair since 1913. The fire spread quickly 
to the roof, the molten lead from which set fire to the straw in the nave. 



In Bpit« of a rescue party, who risked their lives in getting out the wounded, 
a dozen of the German wounded perished in the flames. The conflagration 
epreod to the Archbishop's Palace, from which it was impossible to remove 
the tapestries or the prehistoric Roman and Gothic collections. The Pro- 
testant Church, the Offices of the Controller of silk and woollen cloths, and 
the Colbert barracks along the eastern boulevards were burnt. Everywhere 
new centres caught fire, and nearly thirty-five acres of buildings were 
destroyed. On the 20th, the bombardment continued uith equal violence, 
then after a respite of two days liegan again. Of the Place Royale and the 
Rue Colbert notning remained but a tieap of riuns. 



On November 1 tKe number of civilianB killed by ahell fire had increased 

From September 14, 1914, to the beginning of June, 1915, the town never 
remained more tiian four days without being shelled. Up to the end of 
November, 1914, the Bhells rarely went beyond the Cathedral an<l the theatre, 
falling moatli^ in the suburbs of Ceres and Laon. On November 22, the 
Buburo of Paris was struck, and from that time onwards there was no security 
tor the inliabitants in any quarter of the city. 

Ah it would take too long to recount all the bombardments, only the moat 
terrible ones are here mentioned. On Kovember 26, 1914, the German 
gmis fired all day, one shell alone killing twenty-three patients in the 
Hospital for Incurables. On the night of February 21 and on February 22, 
1915, more than 1,600 shells fell in the town, killing twenty civilians, setting 
<m fire B> acote of houses and piercing the vaulting of the CathedraL 
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Oil March 8, Urrifviiig lires broke out again. Oft April 29 and July 20 
more than 500 shells, many of them incendiary, were counted. In April, 1916, 
more than 1,200 projeetilea atruck tho diilerent quarters of the touTi in one 
day. On AugUBt 13, whilst the town was being bombarded, seven German 
aeroplanes dropped incendiary bombs, which burnt the Hotel Sieu Hospital. 
On October 25, the Germans fired more than 600 shells into Rheims and 
more than 1,000 on the 27th. 

On April 1, 1917, more than 2,800 shells fell in the town, and on the 4th. 
2,121. According to the Official Communique, on the night of the fith and 
on Good Friday, the number of sheila was 7,500. Easter-Day was likewise 
terrible. On April 15, 10 and 24 the town recei»«d large numbers of 
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8-in., 12-in. and 15-in. shells. OnM&yS the Town Hall and ]08 houses were 
burnt. On the 4th the fire« spread to fifteen neighbouring streets. 

From April 8 to the Ifith the enemy rained incendiary shells on the 
tcrvm without reepite, and completed their work of destruction, in the course 
of the afternoon of the 2l8t, by burning the centre of the town. Hardly any- 
body was left in the latter, except the firemen, who, despite their prodigious 
activity and valour, were unable to cope with the Aames. 

Whole streets, oft«n the finest, were burnt down, mor« than 700 houses 
being destroyed. 

When, on October 5. the Germans retreated, the havoc caused by this 
eontinual bombardment was incalculable. Of the towns 14,000 houses, 
only about sisty were immediately habitable when the people came back. 

In addition to the material losses, there were, unfortunately, numerous 
irreparable artistic and archsological losses. 

Lif» In BomlMintod Rhelm* 

Although there were short respites, it may be said that for four years 
Rhenns led the life of a besieged town, under the fire of the German guns and 
howitaers. The enemy incr^ised the calibre ot their shells and varied their 
modes cf bombardment, sometimes Kring for a few hours, sometimes all day 
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long at the rate of one shell every three 
niiiiutci). or again at night. tSometimes 3-ill. 
shells would be used, at others "Jack John- 
Bon>t"of 8-in.. 12-in. and lit-in, calibre; some- 
timea all four at the samo time. Both 
explosive and incendiary shcUa were used, 
while aeroplane bonibii, darts and asphyxi- 
ating gas were resorted to occasionally. 
Public holidays were the occasion of the 
fiercest bombardments, in the hope of 
increasing the number of victims. For 
instance, the shelling was particularly mur- 
derous on All Saints' Day of 1914, when 
the eastern and southern cemeteries (gener- 
ally crowded on this day) were especially 
aimed at. Easter Monday of 1916 and Good 
Friday of 1917 were similarly favoured. 
After each check — at Verdun, in Cham- 

Cgne, on the Somme or wherever it might 
—the Germans revenged themselves on 
Rheims. In this way the Cathedral was 
fired by incendiary Bhells after the defeat on 
the Mame in 1914. The awful fires of 
February 22 and March 8, 1915, were 
the German reply to their set-backs in 
Champagne and Argonne. The Hotel Dieu 
hospital was burnt down in August, 1916, 
the day after the Franco- British attack on 
the i^jotnme. The Town Hall was reduced 
to ashes on May 3, 1917, after the 
French offensive on the Champagne 
hills. For the same reason the bom- 
bardments reached their maximum 
of intensity in April and May, 1918, 
i.e. after the enemy had lost all hope 
of crushing the Allies and taking 
I'aris. 

At the beginning of the siege the 
population took refuge in the south- 
westem districts, which were not as 
vet b imbardcd, but on and after 
November 22, 1914, when the 
flerman sheila reached the suburb of 
Paris, a large number of the inhabi- 
tanfa left the town. 

Tn February, 1915, the esodus 
began agaui, but at the end of May 
in that year there were still some 
26/)00 people in the town. In 
February, 1917, after twenty-eight 
months of bombardment, there 
remMned 17,100 people, or 100,000 
fewer than in 1914. At the begin- 
ning of April in that year, the mayor 
IS THF, nnd later the sub-prefect, requested 
£." IN all those who were not prevented 
1915) fay their dutiee to leave the town. 



This invitation not ha%ing the deaired effect, the military authorities, in 
view of tbe increased intensity of the bombardment and the imminence 
of the French offensive, announced that they could not guarantee food 
supplies tor the town, and decided that the civil population must leave not 
later than April 10. The evacuation waa effected by cart« and motor- 
vehiolee to Epernay, where trains awaited the people. 

A part of the inhabitants returned to Rheima after the French offen- 
sive of April-May, but for a few months only, as, in February, 1918, the 
coming German offensive compelled the civil population again to leave the 

During the thirty-one months, during which a considerable portion of the 
population persisted in staying in Rheims (September, 1914, to April, 1917), 
life and work went on in the bombarded city, the |)eaple adapting themselves 
coun^eously to their procarioiw existence and to tiie danger. They were 
supplied with helmet and gas masks, like the soldiers. Shell and bomb-proof 
shelters were organised, and the cellars, ivith which the city abounds, became 
the people's orduiary dwellings. The TownC'ouncii, with the exception of a few 
members who left on the approach of the enemy, remained at the Town Hall 
until it was destroyed, then installed themselves in a cellar, under the constant 
chairmanship of the Mayor, Dr. Longlet. The services rendered by the 
latter during these trying times were such that the French Premier decorated 
him personally in November, 1914, with the Croix de la Legion d'Honneur. 
The General Poet Office had to change its quarters several times ; but 
until the complete evacuation of the town the postmen went tJieir rounds 
regularly. 

The Courts of Justice were set up in the cellars of the Palaia-de- Juatioe. 

The archbishop, Mgr. Lu^on, waa absent from Rheims in 1B14, being 
retained in Rome by the Council. As soon as the latt«r was endedi he 



returned to Rlieims and thereafter, like hi§ coadjutor, Mgr. Neveux, and the 
niunobilized clergy, he remained at hia post until the evacuation of April, 
1917. The Cathedral architect, M. Sainsaulieu, who, like Mgr. Lufon, 
has been mode a Chevalier de la Legion d'Honneur, remained conatantly 
at his post, repairing from day to day, as well as might be, the damage 
caused to the Cathedral, and saving the art treasures spared by the German 
shells. 

The firemen, reinforced in March. 1915, by thirty two of their comrades 
from Paris, devoted themselves, at the risk ot their lives, to fighting the 
flames caused 1^ the bombardments. Unfortunately, their courage and 
devotion were often unequal to their task. For instance, twenty-two 
separate fires occurred on the night of February 22, 1915. Their task wag 
rendered still more difficult by the fact that the Germans often fired 
on the burning buildings to drive ofF the men who were trying to save 
them. 

On July 6, 1917, the Freudent of the French Bcpublic fittingly acknow- 
ledged the magnificent bravery of the firemen by j^rsonally decorating 
their Rag ^vith the Croix de la Legion d'Honneur, At the same time he 
conferred this dignity on the eity (see p. 2). 

After remaining closed for several weeks, the schools re-opened. Until 
then, the children had been too much in the streets looking for aluminium 
fuses of shells, out of which they made rings, or for scraps ot stained-glass 
from the broken windows of the Cathedral. The first school, called the 
" Maunoury " school, was installed on December 7, 1914, in a wine cellar 
of the firm Pommery, Boulevard Henri-Vasnier, near the Rond-Point St. 
Nicaiae. On Januair 22, 1915, the '' Jotfre " school was opened in the 
cellars ot Messrs. Mumm, 24 Rue du Ch amp- de- Mars. Then came the 
'" Albert I." school, in the cellars of Messrs. Krug, 5 Rue Coquebert, and the 
" Dubail " school in those of Me8Br«i. Champion, Place St. Nicaiae. In 
addition to the underground schools, open-air classes were conducted. The 
underground schools, in which the teacMng staff, eiclusively voluntary, lived 
permanently, together with the school-^ildren and their relatives, were 
situated in the most exposed and frequently bombarded districta. The 
'" Dubail " school was struck three times : on March 6, 1915 (by an 8-in. 
shell), and on March 25 and October 25, 1916. Luckily there were no 



In 1915 and 1916, the exammationB for the " Elementary School Certift. 
cftl« " took place in July, as usual. In 1915, the ceremony of the Annual 
Prize Distribution, which had not taken place at Rheims for ten years, 
was restored, the book-prizes for the pupils coming from every comer of 
Fwnce. 

The victualling of the town, thanks to the co-operation between the 
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Municipal and Military Authoritiefl, was effected with regularity. There 
was never any shortage of bread. The bukhers' and grocers' shops remained 
open. The milk-women and hawkers donned their helmete and continued 
to push their carts through the streets. The market-women remained at 
their stalls. Theoimsot St. Vincent -de- Paul, whose convent had been largely 
destroyed, ensured the service of chejip meals, organised by the Municipidity 
(or the poor. The undauntei^ inhabitants had their daily paper (" L'Ec&ireiir 
de l'Esl"i, edited by M. Dramas, a courageous journalist, whoso printing- 
house was early wrecked by shell-fire, but who continued almost single- 
handed to issue his paper. 
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TtM OMthadnd 

The Cathedral of Rheims, which Charles Vm. declared to be "pre* 
eminent among all the churches of the kiogdom," and which a local poet in 
the reign of Louis Xlli. extolled above the eeven wonders of the world, is 
one of the most beautiful Gotliic churohee estont. 

Few edifices combine such grauleuT, aim^city and grace ; still fewer, it« 
charaicteristio unity and symmetry. 

The work of at least four archjt«cts, the building operations extended 
over two centuries, yet it has retained tare unity both of plan and style. 
The whole is so harmonious as to give the impreeuon of b^ng the efiott of ft 
ungle master-mind. 



The Cathedral stands on the sit« of former chorchee, saccessively erected 
between the 5th and 13th centuries. On the night of May 6, 1210, a t«niblie 
fire destroyed the then Rxisting edifice, together with a portion of the dty. 
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ExiK^tlf one jear later. Archbishop Aubri de Humbert laid tlio firgt Btone 
of ft new edifice, wliioh was destined to become the Cathedral of to-day, 

B^un in 1211, the building went on without pause for twenty years, 
after which there was a Blackening, followed by a, vigorous resumption in 
1299. Another pause occurred during the Hundred Years' War. The 
Cathedral, leas the tower Hpires provided for in the plana, was finished in 1428. 
The spirea were not yet built when the great fire of July 24th, 14H1, entirely 
destroyed the roof of the Cathedral, further deferring their construction, 
wtuch was subsequently abandoned. 

The funds for this colossal work were furnished partly by the clergy and the 
people, partly by Papal Indulgences granted to donors, and by collections in 
Chnstian lands, eapecially in the ecclesiastical province of Rheims. The 
wonderful plans of the Catnedral were long believed to tie the work of fiobert de 
Coucij, whereas the original onee were in fact drawn by Jean d'OrbaU, who 
began their eicecution between 1211 and i2.'!l. His work was continued with 
wonderful fidelity by Jean-h-Loup, from 1231-1247 ; by Oawcfter of Slieimg 
in 1247-1255, Bernard of Soisaons from 1255 to 1290, itobert de Coucy until 
1311, and afterwards by Mattre Colard, Oilks k Macon, Jean de Dijon and 
Colard de Qivry in the course of the 14th and 15th conturies. 
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In the 17th and ISth centuries only repura rendered netfwatry by the 
wear of the atone were effected. In the 19th century, beginning in 1S45, 
important reetorationa, principally by VioUet-Ie-Duo, were carried ont with 

regularity. 

The Cathedral's approximate meaaurements are 480 feet long (it in the 
longest church in France), and 160 feet wide at the intersection of the transept. 
The vaulting, less lofty than that at Beauvais (156 feet) and Amiens (143 feet), 
is 123 feet in height. The towers are six in number (as in the cathedral at 
Laon), of which the four situated at the extremities of the transept have 
never had more than one storey. The principal towers are about 266 feet 
in height, or about 60 feet higher than those of Notre-Same in Paris. 



} built entirely of stone from the neighbourhood of Rheims. Forty 
pillars support, the vaults, which are further sustained by fifty bottressee. 
Three great doorways and eight secondary doors give access to the interior, 
which la light«d by a hundred windows and roee-windowsi 2,303 figures of 
all uzes decorate the exterior and interior. 



FBOU AEOOPLANX I. 



TiM Cathedral DurinK th« War 

In revenging themaelvea on Rheinis for their disappointn^ta and ffuluTes, 
the Germans seem to have been particularly determined to destroy the building 
which is at once one of the most preebuH artistic treaeuren of France and one 
of the moit ancient evidencea of her history. In 1814 the then Allies bom- 
barded KheimB but respects the Cathedral. It is tnie that there were 
Germans who found fault with this respectful forbearance. One of them. 
Johann Joseph Ooeret, author of a voluminous work entitled " Chnsltmi 
Mysticism" dared to write in April, 1814 : '' Deslroij, redvce to ashes, this 
Jtkeims bajtiliea, tohere Chlodovic woe consfcraleil , and wkrre loaa born thai 
empire of the Franks, those Ivmcoal brothers of the vobU. Germans ; bum the 
CalhedrrU." In the course of the recent war the Gennans followed the 
vindictive advice of Goercs, although, lesa frank than he, they did not dare, 
in face of the indignation of Christendom and of the whole world, boast of 
their vondaliam. 

By way of ercuse they alleged sometimes errors in firing, sometimes 
that the French had established a battery of artillery near the Cathedral 
and an observation- post in one of the towers (a projector waa installed on 
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the Cathedral, on September 13, 1914, i.e. the day that the French re-entered 
Rheims, and it remained there only one night). 

On November 9, 1914, General Rouquerol declared to the French Govern- 
ment, who had demanded an enquiry, that the nearest battery to the Cathedral 
was at that time more than 1,200 yards away ; that on the day (September 
19) the Cathedral was set on fire by the German shells, the nearest French 
batteries were still quite close to the spc/t occupied by the above-mentioned 
battery, whose position the French Premier verified personally. The 
General concluded that the German artillery could not have made an error 
of 1,200 yards in firing, but that they had deliberately aimed at the 
Cathedral. 

The Cathedral, though terribly shattered, is still standing. The description 
of the edifice (pp. 33 to 60) gives particulars of the damage and destructions 
which occurred principally in September, 1914, April, 1917^ and July, 1918. 

On September 19, 1914, incendiary shells set fire to various portions 
of the building. The roof was burnt, but the vaulting escaped injury. The 
tambours of the side doors and the statues on the latter were destroyed by 
the flames. The 18th century stalls, consecration carpet of (^harles X. 
and archi-episcopal throne were likewise burnt. The great rose-window of 
the western fayade, together with several other stained-glass windows, were 
destroyed, as were also the *' Angel " steeple and its caryatids above the 
die vet. The northern tower was seriously injured by the burning of the 
scaffolding around it {see photo, p. 9). The statues were eaten into by the 
flames and subsequently crumbled away, some of them being irrecoverably 
lost. 

In 1915 and 1916 the Cathedral was struck a hundred times, but it was 
during the bombardments of April 15, 19 and 24, 1917, that it suffered 
most. For seven consecutive hours, at the rate of twelve per hour, the Germans 
fired 12 in., 14-in. and 15-in. shells on the edifice, causing terrible havoc, 
especially to the south-western side. 

During the terrible bombardments of April, 1918, the Cathedral did not 
suffer — for once the Germans seemed to have decided to spare it ; but, 
unfortunately, the truce did not last. In the following months the bombard- 
ment began again, and the ravages increased, especially in the two towers 
and the vaulting. However, both vaulting and towers, in spite of their 
injuries, have not been irreparably damaged in their vital partes, and are 
capable of restoration. 

That the damage is not more serious is due to the protective measures 
taken by the Cathedral architect and by the Department of Historical Monu- 
ments. As early as 1915, the doorways of the western fa9ade were protected 
with beams and sand-bags (see photo, p. 25), while the Treasure was removed 
and placed in safety, together with the paintings and tapestries. 

In 1916 and following years masonry protections were placed around 
some of the more valuable statues. The fallen fragments of carvings and 
sculpture were carefully collected, with a view to future restoration. In 
this way the debris of the head of the beautiful statue of the *' Visitation *' 
Group, known as the ** Smile of Rheims," on the left-hand side of the central 
doorway of the western facade, were saved. 

^ At the beginning of 1918, it was found possible to save the remauis ot 
the stained-glass of the windows, and other glass-work still intact — amongst 
which was some of the finest in the nave. The salvage was difficult, for 
scaffolding would have furnished the Germans with an excuse for further 
bombardments. Recourse was had to a small body of Paris firemen and 
two glaziers who, in foggy weather, and before daybreak, climbed up to 
the iron frame-work of the windows and accomplished their work at great 
heights with remarkable courage and skill. 
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CATHEDRAL OF EHEIMS 

Ran of Cat}iedral 
and 
Archi -episcopal Palace 

Stairca^ of the Towers. 9. The Treasure (p. 68). 

Site of the Labyrinth (p. 63). 10. Clock with Automatons (p. 66). 

Main Pulpit (p. 63). 11. Tombstone of Hughes Libergier 
Site of "La Rouelle de Saint- (p. 55). 

Nicaise " (Flag-stone with 12. Norman Door (p. 45). 

memorial inscription) (p. 53). 13. Great Organ (p. 55). 

Pillar supporting the '* Vintage 14. Lady Chapel (p. 55). 

Scene " (p. 62). 16. Chapel of the Holy Sacrament 
Altar of the Rear Choir (p. 57). (p. 56). 

14th century Tombstones (p. 53). 16. Rosary Chapel (p. 57). 

Tomb of Cardinal de Lorraine. 17. Roman Mosaic (p. 67). 
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(.9(C full rieirs on pp. 28 aiid 29). 

IklUT Ihuii any t)thfr. thix part iif the building rt-vfiilB the ilesiii; fur' 
unity Mid harmony which guL<!ed tho various builders of the Cathedral. 
The doorway, probably designed by Jean d'Orbais, was very likely not bepun 
till about 1250, by Gaucher, of Rheims. Bernard of Woissons built the 
great roBe-»indow and the facade as far as the Gallery of the Kin' e. The 
architects of the 14th century built the lateral parte forming the first storey 
of the towers the Kings' Gallery and the gable. The ufiper storey of the 
towera was only finished in the is'th century. Except for slight modifications 
in detail, the original plan was respected. This facade, with its full open-work 
' " o-window, demonstrates that the architects knew 

Miistance with wonderfully light construction. 
J {photo bflow) comprises three doors flanked by 
tH'O full arcadee, and surmounted by gables adorned with statues. 

KrtM'een the gables are pinnacles on small eolumna (the left-hand oiu-t 
have been drtttroyed). At the foot of the pinnacles arc statues of seated 
musiiians. which recall those on the housi' in the R«e ile Tambour {^e p. 
80). but which have lieen partly destroyed. 

The splaying of the doors is adorned with great statues backeil up against 
columns and wparated by smaller columns, the capitals of which are con- 
nected to a foliate frieze of elegant design. The bases are ornamented with 
carvc<l ilraperv- The tympana of the doors contain window-lights, while 
fi\e rows of statues, separated by lines of flowern and foliage, fill up the areh- 
ings, which suffered severely in tho bombardment of September 19, ]!)I4. 
About a dozen subjects were destroyed or sj)oilt- During the subsequent 
bombardments, abetl splinten did further damage. 



Generally the sculptural deporation on thp ground-floor dabs from the 
middle of the 13th c#ntury. 

In September, Ifll4, several of the great statues of the lateral aplayings 
«ere completely destroyed and the others more or less seriously damaged. 
However, subsequent damage was slight, thanks to the protective measures 
taken in Ifll.'S. 

Oanttml Door 

The lavish decoration of the central door suffered mutilations during the 
last three centuries. The inscription carved on the lintel dates from 1802 and 
replaced carving descriptive of the life of the Virgin, destroyed during the 
Revolution. The sculpture on the arches, especially that of the three upper 
lines, was partly restored in the 17th and IHth centuries. 

The beautiful statues in the splayings of the door represent : lo the ri^ht 
{photo, p. .16), the Annunolatlon and VtaHmtton (the latter group is striking 
bv reason of its inspiration from the antique) ; in the Ufl, the PurMlMtlom 
[photo, p. 30). 

The Virgin of the Annunciation group was damaged by shell sp!int«r9 
on September 4, 1914. 



In the gable, a prcUy group representing the Ooronation of tha Holy 
VIrsin was injured by tlie firea of 1914. 

Of the two lino Btatues on the top of the buttreasea framing the Ccntrnl 
door, only tte right-hand one CBoiomon) exists to-day ; the other, repre- 
senting the Quaan of aKaba, was destroyed by a ahell in September, 1914, 
except the heed, which was saved. 



Th* lllcht>HKnd Door 

, Ste photograph on p. 25. 

On the lintel, SAint Pnui, blind, is being led to Ananias, who restores 

hi a sight and baptizes him. 

On the jambs are pretty little figures which have beer variously inter. 
preted. The majority represent vices and virtues, e.g. on Ihe inner portioii : 
Oouraroi in knightly raiment ; Cow«r(llca fleeing before a hare ; Oharlty 
holding out a puree ; Avarlc* with a cash-bojc ; on the outer portion ; PrlOa 
blasted and overthrou-n with his horse ; aioth, represented as a man seated 
with his head resting on his elbows, in a stall; Wladom seated, holdings book 
and a lighted lamp. Un theflame jambs otherfigures are supposed to symbolise 
Ihe seasons: Autumn sitting on a vine-trellis; WIntor standing before a 
tire place ; Sprinv in the midst of flowers ; 8u mm or -with bared chest. 



The sis statues in the splaying on the right l^holo above) represent: the 
aged aimaon holding Christ in his arms; John th* Baptist, laalah, Mosaa 
■with the brazen serpent and the tables of the Law; Abraham about to sacrifice 
Isaac; Samual carrying a lamh (which has been broken). They differ by 
their more archaic style from the other sculptures of the lower facade and 
closely resemble thoseof the central door of the north transept of the Cathedral 
of Chartres. Like the latter, they date without doubt from the banning 
of the 13th centuiy. Possibly they belonged to an earlier doonvay, or wrre 
prepared in advance for a puqjose not realiseil, \w\ng finally utilised in the 
place where they now stand. 

The Uwt Judsmont, in the gnblc, was severely damaged by shell splinters. 



Th* L«ft*H«nd Door 

This door, on account of the scaffolding which surrounded it. 
damaged by the fires of September, J9I4 (■<« p. 17). 

On the lintel is Saint Paul, thrown from liU hois? at the fates of Oar 
On the outside of the jambs, fourteen seated figures meditating, are supposed 
by some to ije embodiments of the arts and sciences, but represent more 
probably prophets or teaj^hers. Along the splayings are eleven statues, 
which have not definitely been identified. 

In the left-band splaying is Saint HIcalao between two angels. The 
right-hand angel, generally known as the "Smllaof nholm*." was decapitated 
on September 19. 1914. Fortunately, the fragments of the head of this 
fine statue were saved. 



Th« FIrat •toray 

tn the centre in thb great rose-window, beat seen from the interior of the 
nave. The stained .glass Is broken. On either side, against the arching 
whieh surmounts it, were two large statues. One of them, Datid as a yoiilh^ 
in shtph^Tiis garb (also known as the PUgrhn)., was destroyed by the 
bombardments. The olher verj- fine statue is variously said to be Sanl, 
Solomon, and SI. James. 



The arching which begins above these statues was adorned with smalt 
roups of ligures representing scenes from the life of Solomon. Most of them 
fre destroyed at the same time as the Pilgrim statue. 



Above the arching, a gigantic statue (twiee restored) represents David 
ehallenging (lolialh. The bombardments of 1914 destroyed a similar 
statue on the left representing David slaying Goliatk u-ilk a alone frmn hi« 

The first storey of the towers flanking the rose- window is broken by lofty 
twin bays crowned with gal)les. The niches and pinnacles of the buttresses 
are identical with those of the nave, but the style of their decoration denotes 
a more recent period (early 14th century). 

The northern tower was badly damaged by the bombardment of Sep- 
tember 19. 1914, which fired the scaffolding around it {eee photo, p. 9). 
Two of the pinnacled niches surmounting the buttresses were decapi- 
tated, while the flames completely disfigured the statues, including that 
of Christ. 

A large calibre shell burst in the southern tower on April 19, 1917, 
causing very serious damage. 



TM Saeond •t«r*)r 

The second storey comptisee a series of nichea, eunnounted by shaqily 
pointai gables and adorned with gigantic Btatuee, known as the Kingt^ 
Ga'hry. 

The central group, consiBtma of seven figures, rommemorates the Baptism 
of ClovU. Clovis, standing in the haptisiual font between Saint Bemi, 
receiving the Sacred Ampulla, and Clotilda. 

The balcony in front of the Baptism of Clovis waa formerly called the 
Gloria Oakery, as it was the custom for uie choir-boys to sing the Gloria 
there on Palm Sunday. 

Th* U|>p«r Portion of th* Towrar* 

The upper storey of the towen, built on an octagonal plan, is flanked 
with' four open-work turrets, one of which contains stairB leading to the 
platfonns. 

The northern tower, badly damaged by the fire of 1914, lost several of 
the line colonnettes of its comer turrets in 191S. 

In the same year, the pierced staircase of the southern tower was almost 
entirely destroyed. 

At the time of the last restorations, the foundations of the spires provided 
for in the original plans, but which have never been built, were laid. 

In the belfry of the northern tower arc two magnificent deep-toned bells. 
One of them is modem and was cast at I^ Mans, and blessed in 1849 by 
Cardinal Gousaet. The other, one of the finest bells knoivn, and preaenteli 
to the church in 1570 by Cardinal Charles de Lorraine, is the work of the 
Rfacims metal- foimder, Pierre Deechampa. 

The scafTolding fire of 1914 reached the belfry, bringing doun the bells, 
which were broken in the fall. 



The latera. tafades of Uie Cathedral arc of rare beauty Nowhere have 
abutments and flying buttreaaea been bo harmoniouBly employed as here. 
They are not merely supports, but form part of the decorative scheme of the 
nave, and ensure the harmony of the whole. Buttresses, finished off with 
pinnacles, serve as points of support for two superimposed flying- buttresse*!. 
The octagonal pinnacles arc flanked with four small triangular pyramids 
and supports in front by two slendei detached columns. Between the latter, 
under canopies, angel? with outstretched wings carry the inatrumenta of 
the Paasion and vaiious other emblems {gee phO' o, p. 40). 

Stirl the Cathedral on the left, pamng in front of the North Facade {see jiholo 
below\, to reach Ike Northtrn Traneept. 



The transept is [uerced with broad bays, whose completion, as in all the 
windows of the Cathedral, consists of two twin arches surmounted by a six- 
leaved rose. The niches in the buttresses are ornamented with statues 
believed by some to represent Kings of France. At any rate, that of the 
buttress on the western fro t of the north-west tower greatly resemblea 
the figure of St. fLouis carved on the doorway of the church of St. Vincent at 
Carcassonne. 

The carvings of the lower windows were either destroyed or damaged 
on Scjiteniber IS, 1(114, at the same time bm the atftiuMl- glass. The two 
tiHvcvs which Hank the crossings were left unlinislKil. 

Before the fire of 1481, there was a lantern over the intersection of the 

transept 



Th« Central Door oT tho Northorn Trauiaopt 

The sculptural decoration, while rich, is more BOber than that of the 
doorway of the western fagade. It is commemorative ot the glory of the 
Archbishops of Rheims. 

The statue of the Pontiff with a tiara, backing up to the dividing -pi liar, 
is supposed to be that of St. Sixtus, first Bishop of Rheims. In the splaying, 
on the left, is St Nicaise holding his head in his hands, between St Eutropia 
an angel and a figure improbably said to be Clovis. 

The pediment was pierced by a shell and scarred with splinters. It ii 
(li\-ided into five tiers, and represent the life of St. Remi and St. Nicaise 

Beginning at the bottom, the figures represent : on the first tier, the 
beheading of St. Nicaise by the Vandals and the Baptism ot Clovis by 
St. Remi ; on the aeamd. Hi. Remi. as a child, restores sight to Montanus 
and, as a man, exorcises the demons who had set fire to Rheims ; on, the third, 
the story of Job ; on tk& fovrlh, the restoring to Ufe of a young Toulouse 
girl, and the miracle of the cask filled with wine by St. Remi; <m Ike fifth, 
Christ between two angels. 



TUB LiABT JUDGUEHT 



Tti« L*n-H»nd D«Or oT th* Narth*m Tran««pt 

This door, which has long been walled up, is called Th€ Doorway of tte 
Ijoat Judgmtttl, on account oi the carving on the tympanum. 

In the upper part, Christ le supported on one aide by the Holy Virgin, 
and en the other by John the Baptist. Below {Urn roMw) the dead rise from 
their graves {photo oiorf). Lower down, on ono side are The Virluts, repre- 
sented by seated women ; on the other, The Vices, mutilated in 1780 on 
account of their realism. On the lowest tier, lo Ihe lefl. angels carry iouls to 
Abraham's bosom : on Ihe right, Satan leads a rhain of damned souls to Hell 
ipholo below), amongst whom are a king, a bishop, and a monk. 



Backing up to the dividing pillar is an exceedingly fine 13th century 
statue, which recalls the '' Beautiful God " of Amiens Cathedral {see the 
Miektlin Ouide : Amiens Before and During Ihe War) ; .Teens bleming with 
Hia right hand, holds the globe of the world in His left {see photo p. 45). 

This statue w&t decapitated by a shell which struck the doorway in 1S18, 
also taking off th? head of the first statue on the left-hand portion of the 
doorway. 



18 erected 



i look at 



On the plinth of the dividing pillar i 
relief, remarkable for its delicate carving. 

According to local tradition, this plinth w 
at the expense of a diBboneet master-draper, c 
of selling by false measure. 

On the left, the merchant is seen in hia bI 
front of the coont^r, ouBtomers of hoth bi 
the outspread atuffs, while clerks write in books. 

On the righl, the merchant kneels before a statue of 
the Vi gin in penance. 

Near-by, burgesses talk together and seem to 
judge the delinquent's conduct severely. 

The ais statues against the walls reprfiient the 
apostles : on the righl, St. John, St James and St 
Paul ; on the kfl, St. Andrew, St Peter and St. 
Bartholomew. 

The rose ia carved in B, voussoir ; the uprights are 
decorated with statuea of Adam and Eve in long 
tunics, and the arch with twenty-two groups of small 
figures depicting, from kfi to righl, the story of Adam 
and Eve, the various tasks to which they and their 
descendants were condemned, and the story of Cain 
and Abel. 

Above the rose an open-work gallery contains 
seven statues of the prophets. The statues are 13th century, but the 
gaUery was restored ia 1846. 

The balustrading and triangular gable flanked with [Nnnaoles, which 
dominate the gallery, date from the beginning of the Iflth century, but have 
been repaired in recent times. On the gable ia a coloasal Annunotetion i 
the Archangel imd Mary are under Flamboyant canopies. 



I,V""( of the 
draper (tre b 



Th« Msht'HBfHl Door of tho Northom Tmnaopt (Norniwi Door) 

This little door formerly connected, by means of a vaulted passage, tbfl 
Cathedral with the Cloiater (no longer existing) of the Chapter. 

Its tympanum ia a relic of the Cathedral built by Archbishop Samson, 
It ditpicts, in beautiful Romanesque relief, a majestic Virgin. The arohivolt 
which frames it, doubtless belonged to a 12th century tomb. At the top of 
tiie arch, angels carry away a soul, while on the uprights, clerks officiato at 
a funeral service. 



ThaChavat 

(See phvlo-jraph oj Caihciral, laL'.n from atroplaite. p. 30.) 

The Chevct, begun by Jean D'Orbaia and finished by Jean he Loop, 
was inaugurated by the Chapter about 1241- It is one of the finest 13th 
century eheveta in existence. 

It ia stayed by two rows of buttresses supporting double flying- bnttreeses. 
li'xo thoie of the mve, the buttresses are surmounted with junnacles, beneath 
whioh niches shelter statues of flying angels. 



All around the apse, between the windows of the radial chapels and on 
the main buttresses, are statues of angela, Bome of them of great beauty. 

The 13th century clerestory gallery, which Burrounds the upper portion 
of the apsidal chapels, was restored by Viollet-le-Duc. It was partially 
destroyed by the bombardments On April ID. 1917, three lai^ calibre 
shells, which burst on the chevet. destroyed fortv to fifty feet of it. At the 
same time, the buttress jutting on the eentre of the destroyed gallery lost ite 
pinnacle, and behind, an arch of the flying- buttress. The buttresses between 
the above-mentioned one and the comer of the South Transept Tower lost 
either a colonnette or their pinnacle with angel statue. 



The Blender spire which, befor<^ the War, rose above the chevet, was known 
as the AnK*i SplrOf On account of a bronze angel which surmounted it, and 
which was removed in 1860 as unsafe Thia spire, the work of Colard le 
Moine, n-as built in 1485, after the fire of 1481. Its pierced base with 
balustrading was supported by eight leaden caryatids, some of which, in 
the popular costume of the IjOuis XI. period, became deformed in consequence 
of the rotting of their oaken core. 

The fire of September 19, 1914, caused by the German shells, entirely 
destroyed the spire and its caryatids. 



TiiK cm:\KT IX 1010 

The bombardments in the spring of the following year further damaged 
the gallery, also eanaiiig fresh mutilations ta the flying buttresses and the 
pinnacles of the apse. 

A plain stone gallery with blind arcadiiig. which foimerly ran round the 
chevet on a level with the springing of the root, was replaced by Viollet-le- 
r>ue, with pirrceil Imttlemented arrading. I'ait of the original gallery which 
surrounded llii- cntiiv huildinc level »'ilh Ihc rniil. xtill exliJlM on the novHir-rn 
Hide. 

On Oetoln-r Vl. 1!)I4. a shell destroyed about tweuty.fivc fei-t of the 
gallery round the ohcvct, which later was further damaged by another shell. 



Th« LatamJ Fa^ada and South Tntn«*pt 

This facade and transept (icAicA should be eeen from the eoartyard of tkv 
ArehbUhopa Paiace) are identical, as a whole, with the northern facade and 
transept {tre pp. 28 arid 42). 

The gallery at the springing of the roof of the nave was entirely rehuilt in 
1878 by Architect Millet, in a style foreign to that of the CathedraL 

Among the statues of the transept buttrei^es that at the comer of tiie 
Bouth-weatem tower, bestriding a lion, is thought by some to repreeent 
Papln-th»-Bhort, and another near him. Oharlamasn*. 



The facade of the transept has no Hoonvay. Above the lower storey, the 
architectural arrangement is the same as that of the northern transept 
At the base of the rose-window, on each side, are two very fine statuee. 

On Ihe Ufl, Tha Ohrlatlan Raiicion, s\-mbolised by a crowned woman 
with chalice and standard. This statue was deFtroyed by a German shell 
in lOlS, after being damaged in April 11M7. 

On the right, Th* 9ynmm«tu»t with eyes bandaged and a orown on one 
side, was not seriously damaged. 



In conaequenee of the fire of 
1481. the gable of the South Tran- 
sept was rebuilt at the beginning 
of the 16th century by three 
master - masons, one of whom. 
Guichart Antoine, co - operated 
later with the building of Notra- 
Dams da I'Kplna^ [See Ihe Michp- 
lin Guide : The Revigny Pass.) It 
was restored about 1888 in the 
original style. The subject sculp- 
tured on the pediment represents 
the AMumption of tha virsin. 

The ftKvittartua which sur- 
mounted the gable was destroyed 
in iei4. It was a modem faithful 
copy of the old lead-eovered wooden 
Sacittarius. which was carved, 
gilded and painted about IfiOS by 
the Rheims sculptor, Jean Bonr- 
cam us. According to tradition, 
this Sagittarius, which appeared to 
be shooting its arrow at the bronze 
st&g of the archi -episcopal palace, 
symbolised the rivalry between the 
.Archbishop and the (Chapter of the 
Cathedral 



THK INTBItlOII OF THK OATHKOKAL 
Th* Innar We*t«m Pa^da 

(fiee dfmriplion of Ihf Erierior on pp. M lo 41.} 

This in a niMter-piece. Ita sculptural decoration is unique, and aa rich 
an that of the outer facade. 

In the tympanum of the central door a six teen -leaveJ rose-window, the 
Ktaincd-fil^Bs o( which was made shortly before the Revolution, is faced with 
three small trefoil rosp-windown. 

At the top ot the dividing i>illar St. Xicaiac, headless, is between two 
nnfcclH null tun iirnicd nii^ }N'rHiiiilfying the bai'barians who killoJ him. 

'I'lic cnlirc door, a» far ac Ihc triforiuni. is framed jjy seven rowa of supor- 
inilMiM"*! uii'lu'H Mcparatwl liv |Min('l« of si:iil|jlui'ed folifti;c. The basements are 
ccivi'ii'il ivilli liKuriil (li'n|H'ry. as on the outside lu each niche, under a 
trefull areadu, la a Htatuo The subjects represented are, from bollom to lop : 



n the Iffl .' Tha PuHllmant of 

The first row on the right is known as "Th« knlciit^ Communion"! 

a priest offers the Host to a knight wearing 13th pentiiry armour, and turns 
his back on another knight clothed in a leathern CarolinHJari tunic with iron 
scales, and armed with a small roand buckler. 

Above the door, a gallery with nine openings lights the triforium. 

On the highest storey, the great rose-window occupies the whole breadth 
of the nave. It is the masterpiece of Bernard de Soissons {gte p. 40J. 

In the form of a gigantic flower with twelve petals, each of the latter 
is Bub-divided by quatretoila and trefoil archings. Its harmonious grace- 
fulness and seeming lightness, in spite of the great thickness of its border 
(about 7 ft,), and mullions (about 2 ft. 6 in.), are very striking. 

The stained -glass, which, with the stonework, formed a harmonious whole, 
was restored in modem times. The subject represented was : Th« virKin 

■urroundad by KnB«i«, king* and |>BtrlBrelt>. 

The Are of 1914 destroyed the stained -glass. 

The side-doors have only a qualrefoil rose-window [see pp. 25 and 34), 
and their framework of niches consists only of four rows of two niches each. 
However, two lines of niches, in which are statues'in demi-relief, form the 
contour of the arches which frame their top. 

The subjects of the sculptures are allied, in tlie case of each door, to those 
of the outer decoration, i.e. "Tha Ufk of SL Btaphon." 

The wooden doors and their tambours were destroyed by the fire of 
September 19, 1914, which also disfigured or destroyed the statues framing 
them (see photos above). 



Th* Oraat *lav* 

The fire of September 19. 1914, destroyed the framework of the Nave 
and ita 15th century lead roof. In the following years a number of shell? 
pierced the vaulting, without, however, damaging its vital parts. It uill 
be possible to restore it, 

It seems to be clearly established that although the Hrst four bays were 
built later thatt the others, the nave as a whole, like that of the Cathedral 
of Amiens, was completely tiniahed before 1.^00 a.D. Vaulted throughout 
on diagonal ribs, the nave, which is perfectly regular, has three stories : 
the lowest, formed of great arches, reeta od massive pillars ; the triforium, 
formed of two, four, five, or six arcadea, extends round the entire building ; 
the high twin-bay windows are surmounted with a six-leaved rose-window. 

The pillars, which have been likened to a row of antique columns, are 

composed of a great cylindrical shaft, reinforced by four smaller engaged 

columns, standing on an octagonal base. The pillars which follow the first 

bay of the nave and carry one of the 

comers of the towers, as also the four 

pillars of the transept square, are more 

The capitals of the pillars and of the 
columns (pholn oppogtfe) are most faeauti- 
fullv decorated. The dominating subject 
of their decoration is natural foliage (vine, 
oak, thistle, ivy, ranunculus, fig-tree). 
Occasionally, human or animal tiguree or 
monsters, and scenes from nature, t'.c. the 
dainty VIntas* acBna on the capital of 
ciPiTit IS THE SAVE thc Bixth pillar on the right of the nave. 



are interspersed. The ornamenta- 
tion of the capitals of six pillars 
of the firat baya is more elalMirale 
and more recent in style. These 
capitals are not, like those of the 
other pillarrt, divided on the four 
flanking columns into two equal 
courses by an astragal, neither do 
they include, like some of the 
others, crockets, acanthus leaves 
and other conventional ornaments 
of an older and lesa realistic style. 

The 13th and 14th century 
stained-glass oC the high windows 

represents, on two superimposed 
lines, figures of kings of Franco 
and archbishopsof Rheims. tjome 
of the gloss wa3 broken, but the 
finest was saved. 

In the third and fourth bays 
there was formerly a square 
Uibyrlnthi flanked at the comers 
by polygonal compartments. In 
the interior, a line of whit« tiles 
bordered with black stones ran 
from one side, and after compli- 
cated windings reached a central 
compartment. .\t the comers of 
the compartments were figures of 
the four first architects of the 
Cathedral : Jean d'Orbiis, Jean 
le Loup, (jaucher of Rheims and 
Bernard of Soisaons. The central 
figure is probably that of Arch- 
bishop Aubri de Humbert, who 
laid the first stone of the edlHce. 
This Labyrinth, the drawings of 
which revealitd the names of the 
builders of the Cathedral, was 
destroyed in 1778 by the Chapter, 
to prevent the children playing 
there. 

Between the Labyrinth and 
the Choir are about twenty 14th 
century tombstones. 

' The xrmwLt pulpit set up 
against the fifth left-hand jHllar 
was made, in the time of Louis 
XV., by a Rheims artist (Blondel). 
It comes from the old church of 
St. PierreleVieil. 

In the siith hay, just before 



the entrance to the choir, the spot where St. Xicaiac was l)ehca(le<l, on the 
threahol<l of bin chiiri'h. was tornici'ly in<licatc<l by a mnall circular chapel 
known as La Rmirlk. de SI. .ViwiV. The tiny building was replaced by a 
memorial inKcription on the tlagstotie, suppuned to have been Htained with 
the blood ol the martyr, 

Th* AiaiM Of tho Navm 

The windows o£ the Aialea are aimilar to the lofty windows of the nave. 
The walla were formerly hung with valuable tapestries, which were taken 
[lown and evacuated by the Hislorical Monamenls Dtparlmenl at the out. 
break of the War. The two oldest, dating back to about 1440, and known 
as tho tapestries of the fort rot Cloris, were presented by Cardinal Charles 
{le Larraine, and depict the history of Clovis. Those of the Renaissance. 
pven in 1530 by ArchbiKhop Robert de Lenoncourt, who caused himself 
to be portrsyed kneeling in the picture of the Birth of Christ, depict 
the Life of Ike Virgin. The moat modem, presented in 1640 by Arch- 
bishop Henri de Lorraine and worked by the Fleming, Daniel Pepersack, 
represent Jesus at the Marriage ai Cana in Galike and Je»ita among the 
Doclora. 

At the foot of the walls, three stone at«ps serve as aeat& 



Th* Interior of the Mortharn Tnuwapt 

(See plan, p. 33, and the Exifrior, p. 42.) 

The inner fa9ade ia partially 
hidden by the great organ, built 
about 1487 and tnuiBformed several 
times since then. Of the original 
organ the loft only remains, the 
Gothic baliistroding of which is 
pierced with Flamboyant arcading. 

The facade originally consiBted 
of three lofty bai'S with lancet- 
shaped windows surmounted by a 
gallery lighted by three roae- 
windows of six lobes each and one 
of twelve lobefl. The subsequent 
addition of a doorway about the 
widtlle ol the i:jth century paused 
the partial suppression of the bays 
of which the transformed summits 

Almost all the high »indon's 
of the transept contained 1.1th 
century grisaille glass, which was 
damaged or broken by the bom- 
bardments, as was also the l.Sth 
century stain""! -glass of the great 

rose-window (repaired in ISCfl), thk notitufun tkashj 

which represented The fHory nf the 
Creation and The. Fall of Adam. 

The reverse aide of the Central ' 
ing pillar, the .itatue of which i* hid 
tambour. 

The small western side-door, which formcily commimicnfed with the 
cloister of the Chapter, is entirely covcrml with 18th ccnturj' woodwork. 
The adjoining bay. closed in by a beautiful 13th century wrought-ironrailling. 
is the old ehartulary or muniment room of the Chapter. Xear the railing, 
in the comet of the transept, is a clock with automatons, which come out 
when the hours strike. Its woodwork is !4th and l.^ih century and its worka 
17th and 18th century. 

To the right of the door of the organ stnir. a tombatona to HusvW 
Llb«ra:iar was set up against the «all. He was the architect who, in 1231. 
commenced the abbatial church of St. Xicaise. The tombstone has been 
ii the Cathedral since 1800. The altar in the Lady -Chapel, surmounted 
with a statue by Francois Ladatte (1742), replaced a Gothic altar-screen 
datroyed in 1739. 

The picture The H ashing of the Diseiphu' Feet is by Jerome 
Muziano 

On the western «al!s <i' the tianMpt is a fine tn|)estry, the |>endant 
of which IS in the south transept These two gi'eat trt|)0«trieB, 
niade at the (lobchns aftd earlonni l>v Raphael, i-eprewiit the life 
of St Paul The\ nm remoicil in lOU^ at the same time aa those in 
the aisles 



TheThotoanp, SI thoicB the coUaper, area from abo^. 
The OhOlr 

(See the Ckevet, p. 46.) 

The ambulatory with its rediSiting chapela is of incomparable beauty. 
Excepting the larger central chapel, known as the C/iapd of the Holi/ 
Sacrament, which is niae-Bided, each chapel ha« seven sides riaing from a 
circular fioor. 

In each chapel, three windows similar to those of the nave, ii^ht the 
three hindmost walls. Blind windows imitate the true ones on the side walla. 

At the base of the windows a narrow gallery, passing through the pillars, 
continues all alont; the aide-aialee of the transept and nave — a peculiarity in 
Champagne architecture. 

The 13th century Htained-glass of the high windows was destroyed by 
the bombardment of September 19. 1914. 

In April, 1917, part of the vaulting fell in on the High Altar (photo abor"). 

The costly marble High Altar was erected in 1747 by Canon Godinot, 
who spent considerable sums in making alterations to the Cathedral, not all 
of which were happy. Its sis chandeliers date from the consecration of 
Charles X. 



TliP High Altar of the rear choir dat*s from 17ft4 and come from the 
rhurch of St. Xicaise. On dther side of thia altar are two 14th century 
tiimulary atones. Behind is the tomb of Cardina! de Lorraine. 

The small pulpit of the rear choir, the medallionK of which depict the 
life of St. Theresa, dates from IBIS. It is a gift of the widow of M. Pommcry 
{photo below). 

Twenty-two archbiahope of Rheims were buried under the choir pavement. 
Their toinbatoneB were removed in 1747. The present flag-stones came 
from the old church of St. Nicaise. 



The archbishop's throne, by Viollet-le-Duc, was destroyed by the fire of 
1914, together with the 18th .century stalis. 

The railings (182C-1832) replaced, not very happily, an ancient atone 
rood-loft destroyed in 1761. 

Tha lnt«rlor of th« SoirtlMm Tranawtt 

(See plan, p. 33, ayid Ihe Exterior, p. 47 ) 

A gap was made in the vaulting by the bombardment of April 19, 1917. 

The arrangement of the inner fagade is similar to that of the northern 
transept, except that the three high bays with lancet windows, which are 
partially hidden in the northern transept, are here entirely visible. 

The stained-glaiw of the rose-window, destroyed by a hurricane in 1680, 
was replaced in 1581 by the Rheims artist Kicolas i)erod^. It rejirrsents 
the Eternal Father surrounded by the twelve apostles. 

In the Rosary Chapel is a Renaissance altar-screen (1541), attributed to 
the Rheims sculptor Pierre Jacques. The general scheme represents The 
dead body nj Christ on the. knees of the Virgin, and above, Christ comiiiq forth 
from tht sfpiilchre. It was a ?ift of Canon Paul Orandraoul, who is shown 
on his knees before Mary Magdalene. 

The Roman mosaic work in the centre of the chapel was discovered in 
the courtyard of the archbishop's palace in 1849. Among the most remark- 
able scenes are ; Christ appearing to Mary Magdalene, attributed to Titian ; 
Christ imth the angels, by Thaddeo Zuccaro ; The Nativity, attributed to 
Tintoret ; Manna in the Desert, attributed to Nicolas Pousain. 



Th* CathAdrtU Tiwwur* 

This is kept in a sacristy built by Viollet-le-Duc, which is reached through 
a plain door in the aouthcm facade of the tranticpt. 

The treasure, which is very rich in previous reliquaries, chalices, and 
other pieces of goldsmith's work, was saved from the fire of Hepteniber 19, 
1914, by the Cur^ of the Cathedral and one of his abbes. After being 
temporarily placed in the house of the Cardinal, it was evacuated in 1915, 
at the order of the Historical Monuments Department. 

Among the best known of these art treasures are the Chalice of St. Remi 
and St. Ursula's SkiS. 

The Oh«li«* «r St. Rami, mih ite gold filagree work, six rows of chasing. 
and precious atones set in a eoUter, is a rcmarkab'e work of art. It was in 
this chalice that, by special privilege, the kings of France communicated in 
wine at the conclusion of their consecration. Tradition has it that the gold 



ST. trsula's skiff, (Clkhf T.L.) 

of which it is made was that of the l^oisaoiis Vase, whcrcaa in reality it is 
12th century. Confiacated in 17113 and (lej>o3ited in the Bibhnihrqiie Kadonale, 
it waa restored to the Cathedral by Xapoleon TTT. 

ftl Uraula.>a SkffF is a reliquary given by Henri l\\. It represents a 
ship carved out of cornelian, floating on a sea of enamel. The ship, whose 
mast bears the royal erown, is adorned with the escutcheons of France and 
Poland, and contains eleven small figures. That of Rt. Ursula is aaid to be 
the portrait of the Queen of France. 

Amongst the other remavkahle works of art in the Treasure are the 
following : the reliqimrks ot Archbishop Samson, St. tiixtus (12th century), 
St. Peter and St. Paul ( 14th centuryl, and the Holy Sepulchre (16th century) ; 
a monatranee of gilt copper (13th century) ; a lilnrgieal eoiub ot ivory, said to 
have belonged to St. Bernard (12th century); a rock-crystal cross, whi'b 
formerly belonged to Cardinal dc Lorraine ; orfrays embroidered with silver 
thread (13th century) ; the eredeiire and oil vexxelx of Abbot dc la Salic ; a 
fragment of a carved wood crozier (incorrectly said to be the croiier of 



■St. Gibriml. two other fragments of which are ia the Tmrn Musnim (12th 
centmy) ; the n«M, hI^h^U, and tacrtd onamtnU which were used at the 
conMCTstion of Charles X. : the Ttliqxtry of the Saered Ampulla, designed 
by Lafitlc for the consecration of Charies K. TTie original Saered Ampnlla 
was broken in 1793. The present one, which has ralr serred for the con- 
•ecratlon of Chartea X.. is a rej^ca said to have been made with the few 
drops of baliam of the Goris Ampulla, which pious hands saved from the 
broken fragments of the sacnd veasd. 



raiGUKSTS B 



Martlnmelnti Pl«c« du P*rvla Hotr^Dam* 



1. The Archbishop's Palace (p. 63). 

2, The Theatre (p, 68) 



4. The Stores : Galeriee Rfmoiscs 

(p. 73). 

5. The MaiBon Foesier (p. 75). 

6. The House of J. B. de la Rallp 

(p. 75). 

7. The House of the Enfant dOr 

(p. 73). 

8. The Statue of Louis XV. (p. 79). 



9. The Musiciajia" House (p. 80). 

10. The House of De Muire (p. 83). 

11. The Hou9P of Le Vergeur (p. 85). 

12. A 16th Century House (p. 86). 
1.1. The General Post Office and 

Chamber of Commerce (p. 87). 

14. The Cldater of the Franciscao 

Friars (p. 90). 

15. The House of Thiret de Prain 

(p. 89). 
!0. The House of de la Pourcelette 
(p- 92). 



BBUOVING THE BTATUB OI" JOAS-OF-iRC 
IS IfAY, I'Jlfl 

Placa dw Parvto 

The Place du Parvis [photo below) is iu front of the main facade of the 
Cathedral. The shells made enormous craters there. 

In the centre of the square stands an MitMatrlan statu* i>f Joan-of^ArOi 
by Paul Dubois, of which there is a replica in the Place St. Augustin in Paris. 
It was removed in May, 1918, by the Historieal Monuments Department 
{pholo oftoif ). 



nlrr: Thi Theatrt. 



Looking towards the Cathedral, the 
touriHt will nee on thp rijjht the < ruins 
of thp Hulel du hion d'th and of the 
HoUl rfe la Maimn Houye. 

Tho latter was completely destroyetl. 
Above the door was the inscription r 
'" In the vear 1429, at the eonsecratlon of 
Charles VIL, in this hostelry— then called 
the ■ Striped Asa ' — the father and 
mother of Jeanne d'Arcq »-ere lodged at 
the expense of the Munidpality." In 
reality only the father of Joan-of-Arc 
lodged there. 

It was at the Hotel du Lion d'Or 
Ipholo oppvuiff) and at the Grand Hc'tel 
(Xo. i in the Rue Tjibergier, which opens 
out in front of the statue of Joan-of-Arc) 
that the Field -.Marshal French stayed 
in August, 1914. and later (ieneral von 
Zuchow. commanding the Saion troops 
which entereil Kheims on September 4, 
1914. 

On the right of tho Cathedral are 
the ruins of the Archbishop's Palace ihseb coubtyahd op the liom 
(gee plan, p. 33). A general view of them d'or hutel. (CiicW A.S.) 

is seen in the photograph on p. 48. 

Tho Archbishop^ PkI«oo 

Of the three buildings which surrounded every Cathedral in the Middle 
Ages — the bishop's palace, the cloister of the canons, and the house set apart 
for the sick and poor (Hotel-Dieu) -only the archbishop's palace existed at 
Rheimsin 1914. It extended all along the south lateral facade of the 
Cathedral, on the site of the ancient abode of St. Xieaise, which had replaced 
a Roman palace. Of the ancient building erected by the succrsiors of 
St. Xicaisc dowji to the 13th century, there remaineil onily the graceful two- 
storied chapel, doubtless contemporary with the chcvet of the Cathedral. 
The round entrance tower, known as Eon's tower (from the name of the 
hereti<: who was imprisoned there in the 12th century), and the great bronze 
stag placed in the miridlc of the courtyard by Archbishop Samson in the 
Ilth century, still existed in the 17th century, but about that time the one 
was demolished and the other melted down. This stag, into which on feast- 
days wine was poured, which (lowed out again by the mouth, was a beautiful 
specimen of the art of the old metal -found era of Rheims. 

The archbishop's palace and most of its rich collections were burnt in the 
fire of iScptember 19, 1914. Of the palace proper there remains only the 
great chimney-piece of the Salle du Tau, on which the Latin motto. " Good 
faith preserved makes rich," is inscribed (sff p. 64), the very opposite of the 
German "' scrap of paper " theorj'. 

Tlio ArohovAohAi The buildings which lined the courtyard were of 
ditferent perioils. The wing abutting on the entrance-gat« was 19th century, 
while the correct hut heavy and dull southern facade was rebuilt in the 
I7th century by Archbishop Maurice Le Tellier, from the plans of Robert 
deCotte. 



Th« Sail* du Tau Cor Klngv-Hall) 

{See plan. p. 33.) 

At the bottom of the courtyard there used to be a large lat« 15th Eind 
«ar1y 16th century hall, access to ivhich was gained by a horse'Shoc stair with 
late 17th century wrought-iron hand-rail. 

A small porch-hke structure at the top of the atair was an unfortuiiat« 
addition of 1825. 

The hall was known as the Sail* du Tau, in memory of the a:icient palace 
which was shaped like the Greek letter Tav, or the Kings' Hall, on account 
of the portraitfl of the Kings consecrated at Rheiras. received in 1825. 

Built by the Cardinal Archbishop Guillaume Bri9onnet between 1497 and 
1507, it comprised tw^o stories. 



< 1916 



The upper hall, in which the 
royal banquet was served at the 
comaecratJonB, became the Stock 
Eiehange at the beginning of the 
19th century. It waa distigured 
by poor paintings and false Gothio 
ornamentation at the time of the 
consecration of Charlee X. 

The walls were hung with four 
admirable tapestries by Pepersaclc 
and several others given by Robert 
de Lenoncourt. 

The vast chimney-piece with 
the Brifonnet and Church of 
Rhcims Arms is all that the fire 
of 1914 spared of the ancient 
decoration. It ia visible in the 
photographs on page S4, at the 
bottom of the hall. 

The lower hall, with its Gothio 
arching, was as lai^ as the upper 
one. The capitals of the prismatic 
pillars and the key-stones of the 
arches were adorned ivith escut- 
cheons, fleur.de-lys, floweiB and 
crockete. 



This was without doubt the worfc 

of Jean d'Orbais, the first architect 
of the Catht^dral. It resembled the 
latter in many respects. 

With its seven-sided apse, four- 
bay nave and lancet-shaped windows 
without rubber- work, it was remark- 
ably slender and graceful. 

Its finest ornament was the 13th 
century baa-relief, Tkf Adoration of 
Ihe Magi, in the tympanum of the 
entrance door. 

The white marble inner portico 
of the door dated from the Restora- 
tion The other, formed of in-laid 
wood panels, was adorned with five 
16th or early 11th century piunted 
Agurea. 

The lower chapel, partly subter- 
ranean, was fitted up aa a lapdary 
moseam in 1865 and 1896. 



.L). {STCiiJon,p. 38.) 



Tha Royal Aparttnania 

¥tom the Kings' Hall, access was obtained to five royal saloonB 
with windows looking on the gardens and adorned with portraits of 
aTohbiBhope. 

It was in the anshbiahop's- palace that the Kings stayed at the time of 
their consecration or when passing through Rheinis. Henry IV. lived there 
during his two sojourns at Rheima. He washed the feet of the poor on Holy 
Thursday in the greit hall and listened to the sermon of Father Cotton. 
LouisXin.and Richelieu stayed therein 1641, Louis XIV. in 1680. Peter the 
Great in 1717. Louis XV. in 1722 and 1744. the Queen in 1765, Louis XVI. 
andMarieAntoinetteinn74, and Charles X. in 1825. From ye«r VI. {Revolu- 
tion Calendar) to 1H24 it was occupied by the tribunals. The archbishops 
formerly held many Counrals and .Synods there, but lived there only i«rely. 
In the Middle Ages they preferred living in their fortified caatle of Porte Mars 
(•ee p 6). In the 17th and 18th centuries they lived mostly outaide 
Rheims. 

AJIer vUiling the niiru of the Archbishop's Palace return to the PUux dit 
Parvie. Take the Hue Ubfrgier, opvosile the Cathedral, l-arning into the first 
Oreet on the right {'Rue Chanzy). The Maseum i« aoon reached (see Ittnerary, 
p. 61). 



It formerly Tha Qrand Mmlnalra 



This fine 18th century building wa« erected by Nicolas BonhODime in 
1743-1752. The carved cntranoe-door and terraced central pavilion, bordered 
with a fine balustrade (damaged by shell splinters), are the remains of the 
ancient Abbey of St. Denis, the church of which was destroyed at the time 
of she Revolution. The right wing was rebuilt in the 19th century, by order 
of Cardinal Thomas Gousaet. The ground-floor of the left wing is old, but 



the other floors are modem. These buildings were comparatively little 
damaged by the bombardments. 

Successively occupied since 1790 by the District Council, a free secondary 
school, and by the Russians in 1814-181.5, the buildings were handed over to 
the Grand Seminaire in 1822. Since the separation of the Chureh and State 
in 190,'), they have been fitted up as a Museum. 

The Museum was struck at the beginning of the bombardment on Sep- 
tember 4, lfll4, several pictures in the Modem Gallery being destroyed. 
Later, it was agiun hit by shells, but the greater part of the collections 'had 
already been removed to a place of safety. 



Conlinite along (fie Bve Chanzij, which skirln Ike Theatr* (1873), of which 
only the walls remain. Take the Rue de VesU (first street on the left. See 
Itinerary, p. 61), 

Among the niins of this street, in the yard of No. 18 on the left, is a building 
of which only the ground-Soor and front with Urge windows and spacious 
dormers remain. 

It was there that Napol&sn I. slept after his return to Bheims. His room 
bod been preserved exactly as it was in. 1814 (se« p. 8). 

At No. 27 are vestiges of the old HAtal LewM<|ue de Poullly. Inside 
the court there was a 16th century house, the residence of a family which 
fumishod Rheims with some remarkable administrators, chief among whom 
was Levegque de Pouilhi, " lieutenant of the inhabitants." Among the cele- 
brated gueetA received by him were Voltaire and Madame du Chatelet (1740). 



ST, JACQUES, (Clicks LL.) 

In & letter to him. Lord Bolingbrokc wrote : " / know bvl Ihree men who are 
vmrlkij of governing the nation : Ym, Pope and myself." 

On the right, between Noa. 44 ami 46, is the Rue Si. Jacques. 

FoUow fh« Rne de Yede to Ike end, where the Parla Gat* standi, ahoiil 1 tm. 
from the entrance to the Ruf SI. Jac^iife. 

This Gate replaced the Veale (Jate which formerly abutted on the river. 
In consequence ot the growth ot the city it was built in the faubonrg about 
1845. Its beautiful wrought-iron work (pholo opptmie). by the local master- 
locksmiths Lccoq and Revel, was erected by the City in 1774, at the time of 
, the oonaoeration ot Louis XVI. 

From the Paris Gale, rehirn by Ihe Rve de Ftak to the Rue SI. Jacques, on the 
righi of which stands llie Church ot St. Jacques, 

The Ohur«ti of Bt. JAcquaa, whose fine tower contributed to the charm 
of the general appearance of the city, was dcstroved bv the bombardments 
of 1918. Begun in the 12tb century," it was Hnishcd in the 16th. Before the 
war, it was the only parish church in Rheima which had been preserved intact. 



Oh tht rlflU : Dtlfrii 0/ Uii Church of St. Jttquel. 

The Riie SI. Jacques leads to the long Placn Drouet dErltm, which WM mmA 
damaged by the bombardnientB of IdlS {photo oppoaile). 

Ponnerfy known as Place de la Couture, this square, like the old streets wiUi 
picturesque namee : Bue des TellUrs, Roe da Clou-dana-le-Fer, Rue de la 
BeUe Image, Rve de Ja Grosee-Ecritoire, Bue du Cadran St. Pierre, formed part 
of the Quarlier dee Logea, built in the 12th century ^ Cardinal Guillaume- 
aux- blanches -ma ins for the wood and iron workers. The house-fronte above 
the first storey rested mostly on wooden pillars, leaving reoeeses or oorered 
galleries on the ground-floor. * 

In the centre of the square stood a statue of Marshal Drouet d'Erlon, 
afterwards removed to the croeaing of the Boulevards Gerbert and Victor 
Hugo, and replaced by a monumental fountain, the gift of M. Sub& 

FoBow the Place Drouet d'Erlon to the Bauievard de la Ripuhiique, uA*c& 
tldrta Th* Pr«m«tMui«*i 



Srra/rem Uit Rue Biiinllt(in rainti. 

Hie PromenadM, greatly damaged by the war, have sometimes been 
we<mg\y attributed to Le Notre. Thdr designer was a RheiiHB gardener, 
Jean le Rous Commenced in 1731, thej' were finished and extended in 
1787. They were formerly reached by the Gates of Mare and Vesles, but 
preferably by the Promenade Gate speeially opened in the ramparts in 1740 
and inaugurated by Louis XV. in 1744, on his return from Flandcre. The 
Promenades were first called Couts Le Pellelier (the name of the Inlendanl of 
Champoffnt, who approved the plans), then Court Hoyal, after the passaKe 
of Louis XV. Th^ were encroached upon by the railway station, built in 
1860. 

In the centre of the Promenades, opposite the station, in the Sqvare Colbert, 
laid out by the landscape gardener Var£ in I860, is a statnc of Colbert. 

Take the Rue Thiers, wkiek begins al Ihe Square Colbert and leads to tt« 



it station itjutl opporilt IhU " Squart. 



Th» HAtal-de-Vllla 

This building, which wbb deatroved by sheM-flre on May 13, 1917, was 
similar in many reapecU to the old tioteldc-ViUe in Paris, burnt in 1871. 

Commenced in 1627, from plana by the Rheims ai«hit«ct, Jean Bonhomtoe, 
it waa complete in atagee, at long intervals. Only the central pavilion and 
the left-band portion were 17th century. 

The building was a beautiful specimen of the architecture ot the LouiB 
XIII. period. .Seventy.dght columns, Doric on the ground-floor and Corin- 
thian on the fir^t storey, framed the windows of the fa,^ade, whose bases on 
the first floor carried trophiee in bas-relief and a graceful frieze. The niches 
in the central portico were empty, but the pediment on twisted columns 
mcloBCJ Ui equeatrian statue of Louia XIII. 

In the interior, in the great vestibule, a, atsirrasc with a remarkable wrought- 
iron balustrade led to the City Library, which was destroyed by the fire of 
1917 {pholo, p. 73). 

On the right, the room where the Municipal Council meetings were held, 
contained rich pancliing alternated with paintings by I<amatt«. commemo- 
rating cpisodea in the hiatory of Bheims. On the left, the mayor's ofQce 
contained magnificent Louis XVI. wood-work. 

On the other side of the courtyard, in the centre of which is a statuo of 
" La Vigne," by St. Marceaux, was the great marriage -hall, containing a Gallo- 
Roman mosaic, framed with roaettee and an interlaced border, representing 
a gladiatorial fight. 

A number of the pictures and works of art in the HiMcl-de-Ville were saved 
by the firemen and soldiers The mosaic in the marriage-hall was protected 
by sand-bags and ia intact 

In the Place de I'Hotel-de-ViUe. beliivfti iJie Riie Thiers and the, Baitqae de 
Franee, are two MnsH greets : Out Rne Satin and the Hue de Pouilly. 



At No. 6 of the Rue Salin, the old 17th century H6tel CoquAerl, which woa 
destroyed by the shellB. used to be the headquarters of the Soeiely of Frirnih 
of Old Rheiyiis. Several ot the illustrations in this Guide are taken from the 
colloctions of this Society. 

Id the Bue de Fouilly, close to the Hotel -de -Vi lie, are the ruin* of the 
QaleTxea Bfmoises stores. These shopf< were partly housed in a (rothic building, 
of which only a few chimney-stacks remain (aee chimney in photo behui). 

OppoeiU the Uotei-de-Yille take the Rue Colbert to Ihe Place ikg Marches. 



I>ea /ran Ihe Itnt dr Tfinbour. Tin " Maimm rfe TKofanl d'Or" (■ omnJiJ (*f nrfiinP 

hoiun frn in Ut miMtr (trt pp. 7S M TT). The " H6UI di la Sallr " and " JIaimi Fowrr " 

(p. 76), oil Ute rlgM-liaud ttdi of tht Sijnare, an ml tuiUt in Hit vUa phUograph. 

The Pl&c« daa Marohte 

Built on the aife of the ancient forv.m, the Market Square, before the 
war, Btill contained several remarkable 15th centtiry wooden hougeti, 
Unfortunately, they were riestroyed by the terrible bombardment of May 
8-16, 191tJ, leather with the fiquare. 



The graee/vl 
Turret kit 
partialiu 



Afier htmiiig to the right, on kai^Tig tht Bve Colberl, and guile dose lo the 
Square, at No. 4 in the Rite de I'ArbalHe, is the house, dating nom the middle 
of the 16th oentuiy, where J. ■■ da la SaJia was bom. 

Although thia house suffered from the bombardments of 1918, its frcnt 
is practicafly intact. It is the finest Renaissance front in Bheims, after that 
of La var^aur'* Houw (sM p. 85). 

The carriage entrance is flanked nn'th two life-size caryatids, popularly 
called Adam anrf Eve. on account of thpir nudity. Along the firnt storey 
runs a broad frieze omamentated with trophies of arms and a shield of 
unknown significance. Between two windows of this storey a niche, resting 
on a console, is crowned with a canopy. The shops on the ground-floor 
somewhat spoilt the general look of the building. The interior of the house 
was less interesting than the front. 

In the courtyard is a strikingly graceful three-atorey turret {photo ahove), 
one side of which has collapsed. 

Among the wooden houses destroyed by the bombardments of 1918 in 
the Placedes Marches, the following must be mentioned : the Maiaon Fosaiar 
(see p. 76), which stood in the Square at the right-hand comer of the Rue de 
I'Arbalete, and eflpeeially the Maison da I'En-mnt d'Or (sometimes wrongly 
called the House of Jacques Callou), which stood near the Rue des Elus. 
The latter house took its name from an old sign representing the gilt figure 
of a sleeping child. Hence, punningly. tiie name Oolden or Sleeping 
Child. 

In s^te of alterations, this house (pholo, p. 77). with its pent-hooae roof, 
two overhanging storeys, windows crowned with finials, and sculptural 
decoration [gee carved console, p. 77), was a well-preserved specimen of 
16th century architecture. 

From the Place des Marches, follow the Rue Colbert to the Piac* K 



Sctoiui *i/UM nil Ihe Irft, a/ter Ihr Hue da Elni. {See p. 77.) 



dcitroyiid {*k p, 78.) 



Th« Pl«c« Royal* 

Hie Place Royale, which had prerioualy Buffered severely on September 
18-22, 1914. was completeiy destroyed by fire, with the exception of the 
modem buildings of tne Society Cien^ale Bank, during the bombardmrait 
of April 8-15, 1918. 

Commenced in 1756. from plans by the architcrt Legendre, it fonned an 
oblong, of severe and imposing appearance, at the cross-ways of the four 
m^in streets of the City. In order to carry out Legendre's plans, forty-nine 
houses had to be acquired and pulled down. The Square remained untinished, 
only three of its mdefl being built. The Louis XV.-XVf. transition style 
houses were of uniform construction, and were remarkable for their arcadea 
and eaveless roofs, around which latter ran a balustrade. The central 
bouse (formerly the Hotel des FemiM) had a Doric front with a statue of 



ThrplltM a/ Ur tlodu m 



Mercniy surrounded by children arranging bales or carrving (trapes to the 
wine-presa. A stalua of Loula xv., in the middle of thr Square, was 
protected from the bombardments by maaonrj'-work ipkolof, p 78 ami below). 

The monarch is rpprespntcd in a Honian mantle and lauiei wreath. On 
either side of the pedestal are two allegorical bronze tigures. One, a 
woman, holding a helm with one band and leading a lion with the other, 
Bymbolizes gentleness of GovemmeiU ; the other, a contented man Ksting 
in the midat ot abundance, representB the happinens of nations. The wolf 
and the lamb Bleeping aide by aide ftt their feet are aj'mbolioa] of the 
Golden Age. 

The monnm^it, inaugurated in 1765, is the work of Figalle, bat the two 




1^ tiro tillfffori^ figuTff arf i^uppoiwit tn b^ iik- 'ifum 



allegorical figures, which are supposed to be portraits of the sculptor and hia 
wife, atone ars original. 

The original statue of Louis XV. was removed at the time of the Revolution 
(August 15, 1792), and sent to the foundry. It was first replaced by a 
pyramid surmounted by a " Fame," in memory of (he defenders of the 
Patrie, then by a plaster Goddess of Ijberty, atid in 1803 by a trophy of 
aiTOH and flags. The present statue. erect«i under Louis XVTTI. (1818), 
is due to the sculptor Cartellier, and is an exact replica of the origintU 



From the Place Royale, Teiurn to the Market Square, cross over to the Rue de 
TambovT [parallel wtk Die Bvf. Colbert). 

The Rue de Tambour owes its name either to the Btatue of a tambourine- 
n one of its houses, or to the presence of the town-drammer who 
t. It was first damaged, then burnt, in April, 1918. 



ten" 



Previoai to 1918, old houaee in this street were still numerous. The 
moBt celebrated was the now completely destroyed Musician*' H«u«« 
[photo above), the true origin of which is unlinowiL 

It has Tarionsly been supposed to ha?e been the house of a rich burgeea, 
of the Tom fiddlers' Brotherhood, and the Jlint of the Archbishops of Rheims. 
The first storey of the facade had beenprea->rvcl intact since the 13th century. 
In the Gothic niches which separated the mullionod and tranaomed windows, 
five large seated figures on carved consoles (photo ahoi-e) reprenented a 
tambonrine and finte jdayer, a piper, a falconer with crossed leas, fi harplnl 
and n» argan-ipin/ier crowned ivith a garland of flowers. The falcon on the 
wrist of the central figure was removed by the organisers of the consecration 
of Charles X., M it was feared that the royal banners might get caught 

Fortunately, these statues, which are remarkable for their natural 
expression and vigour, were removed to a place of safety before the house was 
destroyed. 

Thanks to a public subscription, the town was able to acquire them shortly 
before the war, thus preventing them from being sold abroad. 

The cellars of this house are curious, but there exists no proof that they 
date back, as has been said, to the Roman period. 

The adjoining house (No. 22) is I4th century, and probably dates back 



to about the end of the rej(m of Philippe-le-Bel. Its front has been greatly 
spoilt, but atill ooQtaJos a Hno door surmounted by an etUptical arch (photo 

At Ko. IS of this Htrrct. two J3th century ear\'ed heads, one of a man 
and the other of a, woman wearing one of the mortar-shaped hata in fashion 
nntil the end of the reign of St. Louis, have Ijeen built into the fa<;ade. 

At the end of the Rue lie TamboJir, lake l/ie Biie Ae Mars, on ihf riaht of the 
Hotei-de-Villf. at the end of which, on the Ufl. slamh the Triumphal Arch of 
the Mara a«t» 



Tli« Mara CUtt* 

Thie monument was long believed to be a Roman cat* — hence its name 
— although the ornamentation of its four sides proves that it cannot origi- 
nally liave been connected with the ramparts. It was only in the Middle 
Ages that it was included in the fortified castle (^hoto.p. d] built by the arch- 
bishops a few steps to the rear. About 1334 its arcades were walled up, 
while towards 1554 it was buried under a mass of rubbish during the building 
of the fortifications. Partly diBint«rTed in 1594, when the archbiahops 
oaatle was pulled down, it was not completely cleared imtil 1816-1817 
Restored, then classed as an hiatorietd monument (thanks Xo Prosper M^rim^e), 
it is one of the larcest Roman structures remtuning in France. Forty-four 
feet high, one hundred and eight wide, and sixteen thick, it was really a 
triumphal arch built on the CKsarean Way at the entranoe to the fa»m. 



In Ihe «nlr«.' B»mtdruand ItemuttudUfd by tht dit-wl/. 



pobabl^ in the 4th century. It comprisee thre^ archee separated by fluhd 
Corinthian colnmne which support the entablature. On the two main 
fa^dM between th<.' columnii are carved mfdallions and niches which have 
lost their statues. The vaulting of the arches is divided into sunken panela, 
the carving of which is mostly in a good state of preservation. Under the 
<»Btem arch Romulus aiid Hemvs are seen suckled by the she-wolf. Under 
the middle arch, the twelve months of the year, repreecntrd by persons 
(five of whom have been destroyed), occupied in the labours of the four 
Beasona, surround Abundance and Fortune. Under the western arch Lore 
is seen deocending from the sky above Leda and the Swan. 

Behind the Mara Gale ia the Place de la Ri'-pvblique, containing a Statue 
Iqr Bartholdi, damaged by shell-fire. In jTont o/ iKe Gate, take the Sue 



Henri TV., kadinghehind Ihe Holet-de-ViUe, Ihm turn to the left into the Rue 
de Sedan. The house at Ko. 3 was destroyed by shells, except the Laula XVk 
firont with its gracefully carved garUnds, which e«eaped injury. 

Take the Biie dv Grenier-a-Sel, on Ihe right, to the H4t»i no«I d* Mulra, 
on the left, at ihe comer of Ihe Rue Lingtiet. 

ThiB house consists of the remains of a sort of Henry 11. manor with 
turrets and dormer- windows The walls, rounded at the comers like tlioee 
of the Templars, are of brick and dressed stane. The plinth separating the 
two stories is rteeoratod with carved wreathed foliage. Fret -work and hexa- 
gonal points frame the windows, while a broad cornice on consoles carriea 
the root. Formerly the reridctice of the lords ot Muire, this house was 
popularly known as the Maifon dts Petils Pales, on account of the polygonal 
shape of the stones in relief. Theodore de Btie. one of the leaders of the 
Reformation in France, lived there with his friend, Noiil de Muire. 



Take the Rve du Mare, whieh contimies the Rue du Qretuer-d-Sii {pkolo 
ofewe). 

The Ru* du Ma.re was the quarter where the old noble families and the 
higher bourgcoisit of Rhcima lived. It suffered considerably from the 
bombardments. 

At No. 3 ia a Henry IV. house, tjie windows of which are framed with 
graceful ornamentation {;photo below). 

However, the most remarkable house in the street is undoubtedly the 
HAt*i Nlooia* ■• ver«*ur (No. 1), which, unfortunately, was partly 
destroyed by the ahclle {see p. 85). 



Th* hMaI NIcolu L« Varsnur 

the interior building, which has a ITth century carri^e entrance, ofTern 
two fine examples of 15th and 16th century architecture. It is the finest 
Renaisfaace structure in BheiniB. The main front, incomparably the most 
graceful, was but little damaged by the bombardments (pkolo bfU/w). 

On the ground-floor the great arched doorway is divided by a wooden 
post into two delicately carved com part men ts. Pilasters decorated with 
heads, flowers, birds, and horns of plenty frame the three Btone-mullioned 
windows. Above theae runs a friexe of trophies and medallions, with 
portrute of noble lords with upturned mouatachrs and pointed beards, and 
of great ladies with eolbreltes and high head-drrsaes, gracious or haughty, 
standing well out in relief. 

On the first storey, carved panels above the M-indowf: form a sort of broad 
frieze of has-relieb repreeenting men-«t-arms or knights of the tdme of 



Fran^t^ I. and Henri IT. fighting at tournaments with lance, sword, or 

In one of the rooms overlooking the Bue Pluche were, a fine atone matUfl- 
■piece decorated «ith graceful delicate foliage ; a timberwork ceiling with 
large and small beams, carrying panels decorated with scrolls, and 
16th century tH&-fiooring of terra-cotta, varnished and painted green and 
yellow. 

At the back of the courtyard, a buildinu, supposed by some to be an 
old chapel, had been transformed into vast cellars and stoic-rooms. The 
oahen ceiling of the latter, about fifty feet long and twenty-one broad, 
destroyed in 1918, was one of the most beautiful in the world. The beams, 
whose eitri'mities carried grot^^que figures, were car^'ed on all their sides 
with foliage, dragons, Viirds, and fruits. The beams were connected by joists 
resting on stems, which represented apes, dragons, persons, and foliage. 
Between the joists the panels had the appearance of Hcrollp. 

Afler viiiting ih' Hold Le Vergeur, turn to (he rigid iiilo Ihf Bue Plvehe, 
which leads lo the Place dea Marches. Skirf the Sqiuire on the left, then take 
the first etreel on the left : Ru« oourmwaiuK. 



Al No. 1 
pril, 1918. _. _ __ . 

disfigured by modem alterations. The facade overlooking the courtyonl, 
the entrance-httll, and the Bt«ircase with ornamental balustrade, were inte- 
reetiag. At the time of the consecration of Louis XVT., one of the saloons 
was tarnished for the King's brother, the Comte (or Monsieur) d'Artois, 
whence the name " Rue de Jtfojwiear," formerly borne by the Rue 
Counneaux, 

At No. 30 IH a ReDBiasance door, almost intact (photo beloiv). 
At No. 34. at the comer of the Hue Legendre. is a late 16th century house, 
whose interior arrangement and fa9ade are intact, except for tbe wood- 
work of tJie windows, which was modemiaed in the ISth century. It 



was built on the site of the old wool -market, after Marahal de t^aint-Pan], 
at the time of the League, had compelled the inhabitants of the Faubourg 
C£r^ to destroy their houses. 

Retvm to the flue CiiuTmeavx and lol-e the Biie Bimhommt on the left, which 
leads to tke Bue Cres. 

The Rua odrte was totally destroyed by tire, from the Place Boyale to 
the Post Office, which had to be given up in the autumn of 1914. 

Ji JVo. 30ia theOh«mb«r or Co mm area, one of tho finest late 1 8th centuiy 
bjiildings in Rheims. The magnificent Louis XVI, rooms eEcaped praetiesllj 
uninjured. The staircase leading to the first stor.y, with its d^cate 
balustrade, is very remarkable. 



Rut dii Faattary Vrfi. 



The Rue Ceria ends at the Esplanade Cirbs {phoio, p. 87), which wm 
mode outsirtc the old ramparts near the Ceres Gate. The name Orfia 
ifl derived from a tower that long served as a prison {career, whence hy 
corruption chair, ch'e, and then by false 
mylhological association, Crrbs). It'was in 
this lower (no longer eiistirg, but famous 
as early as the 9th century-) that, ueoording 
to the chansons de gestt, Ogier the Dane, 
handed over by Charlemagne to the custody 
of the Bishop of Rheims, was incarcerated. 

Frmn the Esplanade amlinue, if desired, 
by the Hue da Faubourg CMs (greatly 
damaged by the bombardmenta), to the 
Church of St. Andr^ a modem building 
crep(«d by the architect Brunette. 

Tt was struck several timea by phella 
and will have to be rebuilt. As early as 
the first bombardment of September 4th, 
1014, shell splintera damaged the doorway. 
transept, stfiinetl glass (part of which was 
10th century and came from the old church), 
small organ, and the painting of the Baplism 
of Ctovi". Subsequently, the vaulting and 
parts of the walls coUapeed. 

The Church possesses a precious rallquary 
of copper (15th century) and a atatu* of 
St. Andr< (patron of the church) of painted 
and gilded stone, attributed without auttio- 
rity, to Kerre Jacquea. 

RGUgO&BV OF ST. ANDBi; 



Return to the Esplanade Certs, (am to the Ufi at the beginnifig of llie 
Bwdfvard de la Paix, fhen to Ihe right into the Rua CusAne Oa«teuqu«, 
At No. 19 of this street are the ruins of the HAtal Thirct da Praln. 

Th« HAtol Thirat da Prtan 

miis was a mansion in the days of Heniy IV. and Louis XIII. Bicbeliea 
Btayed there in 1641. 

An imposing building, bordered with strccta on its tour sides, it had 
retained i1« original appearance. The carriage -en trance in the Rue Eugene- 
Deeteuque alone had been rebuilt in 1097. The principal entrance was 
snimounted with a gallery, the walls, ceiling and beams of which were 
covered with delicate decorative paintings. 

On the fiist floor one of the comer rooms, looking east, contained a lai^ 



DITBIUOR 7I9ADE OF THE CLOISTBB OF THB 
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Henry IV. mantelpiece, above which were the anoB of the nobles of Fiain. 
Only the metallic portion remains. 

The dove-cot of thn Hotel, a maaaive square tower with pent-house root, 
overlooking the Rue d'Avenay, waa destroyed by the bombardments. 

On the hfl of the Eiie Eugrne-Desleuqne, opposUt the H6ld Thinl-de-Prain, 
13 the Rue des Trois-Raisinets. At No. 9 are the ruins of a Franciscan Cloister 
(pholo above). 

This street {pluilo bf.hw), like the Goister, suffered severely from the 
bombardment*. 

RHfirn to the Rae Eiigenc-Deateuque tind toUow the same as far as the Bue 
de la Grue (on thr righl). This street was badly damaged by shell-fire and 
is impracticable for motor-care. 

It was named after the sign carved on a stone {photo, p. 01) of the house 
at No. 5 (entirely destroyed by the shells). At the end stood the house where 



J. B. Colbert was bom (at the comer of the Rues CfrSs and de Nanteuil, 
fhoto below). 

Refum to Ihe Sue Evgcne-De^lemjve, follow it as far aa the Bue de 
rUniversit^. Turn into 'lie latter on the left. 

This street was destroyed as early aa SeptemW, 1914, At Ko, 25 are 
the ruins of a ProfesBional School for Girls, formerly the St. Martha Hospital. 
The latter, also known as the " Hiipital des Magneuses," was founded in the 
17th century by Mesdamea de Magneuz, and rebuilt in the l,«th centurv 
m the Louia XVI. style. ' 



mrnia of the house where colbebt 

At the cornrr of the Rofg C^r>9 ami iV Xantfuit- 



At No. 40, opposite the Sub-Prefectare, now in nuna, b tlie Malson d* 
ilaan Malllafari named after the rich merchant who built it in 1652. It 
was scarcely finished, when it was chosen — and this was a source of pride to 
its owner — as an abode for Anne of Austria, at the time of the consecration 
of Louis XIV. The inside of the courtyard alone has retained practically 
its ancient appearance. The front looking on the street had recently been 
put back ana altered. Some of the sculpture which adorned it came from 
another bouse. 

A short 'Ufilance farther on., on the Irjl. is the Place Godinot, named after a 
canon of thp 18th century, who caused numerous alterationa to be made in 
the decoration of the choir and sanctuary of the Cathedral. 

Talcf Ihe Rae Si. Jjial on the right, and foUow Us conlintiatum (the live des 
Anglais) aa far as the Bue d'Anjou, which take tm the right. 

The H*t«l <f« la PaurcalatM (No. 7) evokes memories of jtfoWUtm, 
who lived there when a young student at the University of Rbdms. 

At the end of the Sue d'Anjou, turn la the hft ivio Ihe Rue du CardimU de 
Lorraine, and follow the same to the short Rue dcs Toumelles on the left. 

In the house at No. 3 of this street were incorporated the turret and two 
principal windows of an old Gothic 16th century structure, situated at No. 18 
of tho Rue des Anglrfis, and in ruins since 1898. The drawing-room likewise 
contftins a large stone chimney-piece, which formerly stood in the great hall 
of the old house. 

AtlheendofiheRui>desToumfUes,turatotherightinlothe Rve des Fvslliers, 
which leailn to Ihe PUiee du Partes. Cross the latter to the Sue Troriton 
rhieoudrai/. FolUnp this sireel, which runs belwetn Ihe Palais de Justice and 



the Theatre, twm to (fte left, in frotU of the hiier, into the Rve de Vesk, and take 
the first sireel on ike right, the Rue do Tallcvrand. 

Follow this atrtel, the greater part of ivhieh was destroyed by fire 
during the bombardments of April. 1918. It suffered further damage in 
the moaths that followed, and a number of interesting old houses were 
destroyed. 

on Ihe right (Rue du Carlran Si. Pierre), and follow 
le la Clef. Take the latter on Ik', right. 

Before doing bo, however, take a look at the flna L«ufa XIII. antmne* 
{photo, p 92) of the house at No. 20 of the Rue du Carrouge opposite. 

At No. 4 of the Rue de la Clef are the ruins of the former Hitol d* mmm^nnmrn, 
partly buHt by Pierre de Bezannea, Lieutenant of Rheims in 1468 Thia 
Loose contains some fine 16th and 18th century woodwork. 

The Rue dea Detix Anges, which coiilinues the Rue de la CUf, leads to the 



Thr riacf na,,alt is utrii in (*( bnckgrniind. 

Place dn Palais, destwiyed during the bombardmcPta of April, 1918. In 
thig gquare stayui-s ihe pkIkIi da Juatlc» The Palais replaced the old 
Hotel-Dieu, but has been almost entirely rebuilt. It is a building of little 
note, the principal entrance in particular being Hfjfl to excesH. 

Ita only interest is provided by two relics of the past ; the vast cellare 
or subterranean vaults with points arches supported by columns with 
Gothic capitals ; and the fa^nde of the Audience-Chamber, formerly the 
principal ward of the old Hfitcl Dicu, the exterior of which has retained its 
venerable appearance and the interior, vestiges of its lofty timber-work and 
wainscoted vaulting. 



On Ihe up of the Palais lake the Rue Camot, destroyed by the bombardments 
of April, 1918. 



The Rue Comot commnnicatea with the courWard of the Chapter- 
House, also burnt, by a great gat« and passt^ which pass right through a 

This entrance was built about 15.W, in the transition style between the 
Gothic and Renaissance. Its elliptical arch bears a scutcheon with the arm? 

of the Chapter. Consoles, decorated with grotesque figuree, support the 
beams. The points of the turrets have disappeared, a supporting sliaft has 
been mutilated, and the carved wooden leaves of the door have been removed 
to the Lyc6e, yet the gate is still imposing. 

It is the last remaining vestige of the Chapter buildings which, with their 
gates cioaing at the same time as those of the city, at the sound of the bell, 
formed a " city within a city." In point of fact, the Chapt«r was once lord 
of that part of the dt; whicti lies around the Cathedral, and which it adminis- 



atriil nf Ihr Vatiieilra 
It 6ncb,r™n<r. 



tered. The canons, jealous of their prerogatives, were often in conflict 
with the archbishops. 

A few capitals and shafts of the ancient cloister of the Chapter, adjobiing 
the Cathedral, were recently discovered and placed under one of the pent- 
houses built between the buttresses of Xotre-Dame. 

Oo through the galf. emus the Place ilii Cliapilrf. follnir the Rite ii« Preaii 
toieards Ih" Crtlkedrtd, thrn Inrn lo Ihe riqhl into the Rve Robert <U Corns, wAicA 
leads back lo the Place du Parma Notre-Dame 



•lOOND ITIHKIUinr FOR VISmNQ IIHKINM 




Starting from the Place du ParvU-lfolTe-Dame, take the Sve Libergier 
oppofite the Cathedral. Turn to the left into the Bue ChaDzy, which wai 
destroyed by the bombardmento of ApnI-August, 1018. 



The niina of the ISth century HAtai La«o<iia<*«C«uri«cnon may be 
seen at No. 71 of this street. It was deetrayed by the bombardments 
(rf April, 1918, with the exception of a part of the front. The finely 
carved door and remaikabte ironwork of the balcony are visible in tlie 
above photograph. 



!»« of Ihr Lyfrf, 
IfTSo-R^'iS" 



The Hoapica No«l 0«qu4 (fonnerly Hospice St. Marcoull, on the ri^t, 
was seriously damaged by the bombardrapntB of April, 15)18. It dated 
from the middle of the 17th century, and was well prrsrrved, with the exception 
ol the chapel, rebuilt in 1873. 

Take the Sue de Conlrai, <m the left, which leadn to the Rue de I'lJniveraiti. 
Inserted in the facade ol the house at Ko. 65 (on the right), and in the wall of 
the Lycee {on the /«/)), are two atone i>aa.r«ll«fa ornamented with trophies 
of arms and Roman insignia, the sole remaining vestigcH of the Forle Bnaie 
{from Basilea) which formerly stood there on the Cienarean way. at the southern 
extremity of the Gallo-Roman town. (iSee photo above of the right-hand 
bag-rtlief.) 

Follow the Rue de r U airersitt' and skirl the Lyc4a daOar^na, of which 



OnriUiertidtof 



only tiie chapel and one of tlie buildings ar« left. The reel irBB bomt or 
destroyed by shell-fire. 

The Lycee replaced the old CoUrge des Bona Enfants, founded in the Middle 
Ages, and rebuilt in the ISth century by the Carduial de Lorraine, fonndet at 
tiie University of Rheims. 

Of the old Colii-ge, only the central part remained, in the seoood oonrt 
built by Archbishop Charles Mauric« Le Tdlier in 1686 and the foUowiig 
years. 

The gate of the Cow da Etudes dates from 1688. 

The ancient door of tlie College — the tympana of whose areading contain 
two laughing and crying heads — was transferred to the entrance of tJie 
Pelil Lycce, at No. 5 of the street on the right of the Lycee (Rue Vauthier-l^ 
Noir) (pAoto (Aott). 

Shortlg after the Lywe, turn Ic the right into the Place Oodinoi, then take the 
Rue St. Pierre-les- Dames cm the right. At Ko. 8 are the ruins of Uie Abto*)r 
of St, PIWTa-lsa-Dam*^ 

Of this celebrat«d Abbey, where several royal persons stayed : Mary 
Stuart twice, in her childhood and after she was widowed ; Henry IV., on a 
visit to his cousin, the Abbess Renee II. ; Anrie of Anuria, of whom the 
Congrrgalion libraiy contains a portrait ; there remains hardly anything but 
two 16th century paviUons belonging to the period when RenM de Lorraine, 
sister of the Queen of (Scotland and aunt of Slary Stuart, was abbess of the 
convent. Built of stone and brick with marble incrustations, and adorned 
with beautiful carvings, these pamllons were pure Renaissance in style. 
The head of an angel with unfolded wings and the head of a griiuiing demon 
BurmounUd the two windows of one of the ground-floors. Chi the first floor 
of the same pavilion the window, framed with delicate ornaments, opened 
above a cornice, the principal sculptural subject of which was a nude woman, 
belmeted, sucklins two children. 



The Rue St. PierreUsDames leatU to the Rue des Mvrg, into rchick turn 
to tAe right, then to Ihe hjl into ike Rue du Barbdlre. FoUow the lailtr io the ertd. 
Thia street suffered greatly from the early bombardments, and was almost 
entirely destroyed in the Bummer of 1918. 

At Noa. 137 and 139, at the comer of the Rue Montlaurenl, are the ruins of 
the HAmI FAret da MontlMirant, 

HAMI rirt da HontlaurMtL 

^niis large building, occupied by the Cereh Catholique, was commenced 
about 1640 by Hubert F^ret, a LieutenaTU of the people, and the most 



OALLBBl- FACl^a IHE ROUKTVABD OF THE h6tEI. FUtUl' 
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oelebt&ted member of a family which played an important part at Rhdms 
in the 15th, 16th, and 17th centuries. The outdde facade has been greatly 
altered. At No. 137 it was entirely rebuilt under Louis XVI. At No. 139 
tbe ground-Soor openings have been modiSed. 

As in many of the mansions of the IGth century, moat of the decoration 
IS on the inner facades. Inside the courtyard, on the ground-floor of the 
wing abutting on the Rue Montlaurent, there ia a six-arched gallery which 
waa damaged but not destroyed (pholo. p. 99). Between the arch-centres 
and at the ends of the gallery are seven niches, three feet high, enclosing 
Btonc statues of the sun and the six p!aneta known in the IBth century. 

Taken in their order they are ; BKtum, with a scythe in hts hand and 
serpent round his arm, devouring a child, and the zodiacal signs Aquarius 
and Capri comuR at his feet ; Jupttar, holding a l^fhted toreh. ivith Sagittarius 
at hi^ feet ; Mat*, armed from head to foot, surmounting Cancer and Aries ; 
the •un, personilied by Phoebus with flowini^ mantle, a lion at his side ; 
V«nu*, clothed only in her hair, surmounting Taurus and Baicena ; Marcury, 
with wings on hii> head and heelx, the caduceus in his band, Viriro and Gemini 
at hia feet ; the Mooni represented by Diana bearing a crescent ; below her 
Scorpio. 

The escutcheons on the wall at the back of this facade hear the initiab 
oi R^gnault F6ret, who completed the mansion. In the second oourt Uiere 
are still vestiges of the chape) of this family. 

At No. 142 of Ihf same slrwl, the entrance to the Oour Mnuplnot (one of 
tile numerous entire which have survived in Rheima) is framed in pilasters, 
the carved entablature of which supports a triangular pediment (phnto beloa). 

The Rvt Barbdtre ia anUinued by the Rue dea Saiivxi, which Uada to ike 
Place at. Nicaise. 



Hie Flaoe St. Nic&ise was deetn^ed by the bom^ai^ests-of AprSi-:': 
Angoet, 1918. It took its name from the tJelebi'atoa ' Bishop" of 
Bheims, who, wiUt his sieter St. Eutropia, was pat to death by the Vandals 
in 407. 

The Church of St NicaiBe, rebuilt in the 13th century by Libergier and 
Robert de Coucy, was destroyed at the time of the Revolution. Amongst 
other curiomties it contained a loose pillar, whieh Peter the Great had pointed 
out to him at the time of hia journey through Rheima. 

At the comer ot the Place St. Nicaiae, between the Boulevard Victor- 
Hugo and the Rue St. Nicaiae, is the entrance to the Champion Oaltarai 
in which the Dubail school was installed during the war (see p. 24). 

Take the Rue St. Nicaise to the BoTikvard Henry Vaeitier {photo below), 
tura into the latter, on the right, and follow same as far iw the Hon d- Point 
St. Nlonloo. 

All tliis part of the town, which waa quite close to the German linee, 
wsa constantly under the fire of their guns. It was violently bombarded 
during the German offensives ot May, June and July, 1918. 

Near the Rand-Point de St. Nieaise are the Pommory Oallaira, which 
gave sbeltet to muiy citizena and sohool-claases during the war {aee p. 24). 

Tha Pommory Oallan 

Theee odbre me among the finest in Rbelas, and form, with their 
eleven miles of streete, squares and boulevards lighted by electricity, rail- 
trackB, waggons, lifts, electric pumps and siphons, quite an underground dty. 
A visit to them will give the tourist an idea of the importance and complexity 
of the Champagne wino induatry in Rheima. 



This square waa much cut up by the bombardmente, and by the treuohee 
and defensive works made there during the war {pholo alxnte). 

The square contains two eminenoes, from the top of which there is a fine 
panoramic view of Rheims. 

The photograph on page 27 was taken from the raiinence nearest the 
Rond -Point St. Nicaise, 

The other eminence is crowned by a limestone tower — all that remains of 
the ancient city ramparts. 

FoUow the Boulevard Dianeourt to the Place Dieu-Lumitre. 

The name Dieu-Lvmi^e, borne by the old gate through which Joan-of-Arc 
and the Dauphin entered Rheims, waa not derived, as supposed at the 
Renaissance, from the Sun.God Apollo, but from the old Gate Dieii-li-MiTe 
(God the Physician), Bo called in the Middle Ages on account of the proximity 
of a Cistercian hospital. 

Cross Ihe square and lake the fiiiE JHen-Lumirre nn the right to the Place 
St.-Timothee. The wood-panelled houses, whose hges faced the Plaoe 
St.-Timoth^, were destroyed by the bombardments of April -September, 
1018, except the one at the comer of the Rue St. Julien. This bouse, though 
severely damaged, ha« retained ita butcher's stall with 17th century wooden 
balustrading- 

Take the Rue 8t. JvUen an the hfi to Ihe Place St.-Remi, in wftttA sftMuto the 
Church of It. Itonik 
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The Ohurch of Bt, RemI 



The OhuTcli of St. Bemi is the oldest church in Bheims, and one of the 
oldest in all France. Although it is not certain that it replaced a Roman 
basilica, said to have stood on the site of the present transept, there is no 
doubt that Gallo-Roman building materials, taken from neighbouring edifices. 
were used in its construction or restoration. 

To-day, the church covers a ground-space of about an acre and a quarter. 
In shape a Latin cross, it measures inside about 450 feet in length, 98 feet 
in breadth and 124 feet in height under the vaulting. Only the southern 
facade shows to advantage, but in spite of its varied styles, which mark the 
different stages of its growth, the church realises to the full the purpose of 
its founders. Its architecture and decoration, especially in the interior, 
make it, as was intended, a grand and dignified depository for sacred 
remains. 

The Church of St. Remi stands on the site of a former cemetery, in the 
middle of which was the Chapel of St. Christopher, where St. Remi was 
buried. The chapel soon became popular and grew rapidly, especially between 
the 6th and 9th centuries, when it became a great fortified church. The 
present church, which replaced it, is not only one of the finest Romanesque 
churches in the north of France, but also forms a curious epitome of the history 
of architecture for several centuries. Begun in 1039 under Abbot Thierry, 
it was still far from finished when consecrated in 1049 by Pope Leo IX. 
Building was continued in 1 170 by Abbot Pierre de Celle, the future Bishop 
of Chartres, whose restorations were the first application of the Gothic style 
to a great building in Rheims ; in the 13th and 14th centuries, under Abbot 
JeJEin Canart, and in the 15th century, under Abbot Robert de Lenoncourt, 
Partially transformed at the end of the 16th century, it has been restored 
and partly rebuilt at intervals since 1839. 



The Church of S'b Remi durlnflr the War 

The Church of St. Remi escaped severe damage until the middle of 1918. 
The bombardment of September 4, 1914, injured one of the tapestries 
depicting the life of St. Remi, and destroyed a fine painting : The Entry of 
Clowns into Rheims, The bombardment of November 16, 1914, wrecked the 
apsidal chapel of the Virgin, bringing down the vaulting, destroying the 
key-stone and pointed arches, crushing the altar beneath a heap of ruins, 
smashing the magnificent windows of the apsidal gallery, and destroying 
the priceless 12th century stained -glass depicting Christ crucified between the 
Virgin and St. John. The Church narrowly escaped destruction when the 
H6tel-Dieu Hospital was burnt down in 1916. From April, 1918, it was 
marked down by the German batteries. The roof was entirely burnt, 
and the dummy vaulting of the nave collapsed. Of the fine 16th century 
timber-work nothing remains, but parts of the lofty 13th century vaulting 
over the choir and transept withstood the bombardment. The treasure, 
tapestries, sacristy doors, storied tile-flooring of the chapel of St. Eloi, 
the old stained-glass of the lofty windows, and the apsidal windows round 
the gallery of the first storey, were saved by the Historical Monuments 
Department. 

The tomb of St. Remi is intact. The relies of the saint which, at the 
request of the Archbishop of Rheims had not been disturbed, were removed 
by the vicar of the parish at the time of the final evacuation of the town. 
The reliquary was taken away by officers at a later date, while the church was 
burning. 



Tha Apaa of It. ItamI 

The Apse was rebuilt under Pierre de Celle in 1170, in early Gothic. Five 
three-aid^ radiating chapels arrangni in three stages, one behind the other, 
have flowing and elegant lines, broken by the enormous projections of the 
buttresses which were added at a later period. 

This apse is one ot the earliest religious edifices in France, in which flying 
buttresses were employed. 

The latter, very simple in design, rest on outside fluted columns detached 
from the wall of the apse. This is one of the last examples of fluting, as 
applied to columns, the process disappearing graierally with the introduction 
oi pointed architecture, only to reappear at the Renaissance. 

The persistence of this fluting is doubtless explained by the influence 
of the many Bpecimens of Roman architecture which Bheims had preserved 

Th* DaomrBy of tha Oouthsm Tranaapt 

Although the transept dates from the llth century, its sonthem facade 
was built in 1480 by Robert dp Lenoncourt. 

The doonvav, which bears the Lenoncourt anns, comprises only one door, 
divided by a pillar with statues of ISt. Remi and the Vii^in. 

The deep vaulting ot the door is ornamented with vine-folia^. At the 
base, in the supporting walls, are statues of St, Sistus and St. Sinidus (the 
first missionaries to Rheims) bare. footed, clothed in long embroidered mantles 
and holding books. In the vaulting above the head-covering of the mission- 
aries are eight groups of statuettes representing episodes in the Life and 
Passion of Jesus. 

Tourists who follow the Ttineraiy on page 95. come out by the Rue 
St. Julien, In front of the doorway of the south transept. The latter is 
between the ruined apse (tnt (Ae right) and the south lateral fa9ade (on Uie 



The 15th <»ntni7 leaves ot the door are compoBed ot wood panels in 
bUnd arcading, oniamented with flowering clover. 

On the buttregsea which frame the doorway are five statues of saints, 
including St. Remi, St. Benedict, and St. Christopber carrj'ing a kneeling 
JeeuB on his ehoulder. 

The tympanum of the gable above the great flamboyant window w 
arranged on a Gothic pediment. Its decoration represents the Aeaumption 
of the Virgin and her crmmiing in Heaven. 

On the top of the pediment, and crowning the whole, is St. Michael 
trampling Satan underfoot. 

The whole of the doorway ia a beautiful example of Flamboyant Gothic 
Its rich carvings and delicate ornamentation are in striking contrast with 
the severity of the rest of tbe building. 

At the intersection of the transept, there was fonnerly a wooden spire, 
built in 1394, which was pulled down as unsafe in 1825, by order oE those 
who had charge of the arrangements connected with the consecration of 
Charles X. 

On the right-hand side of the transept, and also in the north transept, 
are small semi-circular chapels. 

■outh Lataral Pa^Mla 

This front has the bare, massive appearance of the 11th century buildings. 
The remarkable Roman arches, massive buttresses and blind doorway, framed 
by two primitive capitals with a WTeath-shaped astragal, are apparently 
vestiges of constructions of an earlier date than those of Abbot Thierry. 

The semi-cylindrical abutments are among the oldest of mediajval 
buttresses. They are crowned with cones or capitals, the greater part of 
which are devoid of decoration. 



TIM WMt Front oT «. Itoinl Otiuroft 

Bettreen. its two towers, tJiis gabled facade, the receeaes and blind arcadins 
of which form almost ita sole decoration, is in strong contrast with the principal 
facade of the Cathedral. Atonceelegantandsevere. like most of the monastic 
bmldinga of the 12th century, it lacks unity. All that part situated above 
the five windows of the first storey, including the rose-window, has been 
rebuilt in modem times. The Tcry simple rose-window, between two lines 
of superimposed arcading, is protected, in the Champagne style, by a reheving- 
arch. The northern tower (on the Ufi) was almost entirely rebuilt in the 
19th century, on the lines ot the old one. The simpler southern tower {on 
the right), with its arched windows and loopholes, is Roman of the Utb or 
12th century. The pointed part of the facade is late 12th century, and dates 
from the time of the restorations by Pierre de Celle. 

Three doors open on the nave. The central one is flanked by two roliimns 
with statues of St. Peter and St. Remi. The marble and granite columns 
came, no doubt, from some neighbouring Gallo'Roman building. These 
statues, with arms pressed close to their sides in the ancient stiff manner, are 
probably from the original basilicas. 



{setnfrotn 
Ihe Choir) 
(Clitfii LL.-} 



Tha Inner 8ld* of Uia WaaMrn Doorway 

Here, the architecture is pecuUai. Pierced columns form & gallery 
connecting the upper courees. The gsUeries of the first storey are supported 
l^ two great columnar shafte, each formed of two portions joined by a stone 
nng and surmounted by bell-shaped marble capitals. The colunme and 
<»pitals are Gallo-Roman. 



Alferatdons were made at different times to the nave which, in the llth 
centnry, had a timber-work roof. Pierre de Celle lengthened it by two bays, 
the pointed archee of which contrast with the circular ones of the lower bavs, 
and also increased its height. Note the ogives above ihe round arches, 'the 
visible tiraber-work was replaced with vaulting on diagonal ribs sustained 
W clusters of small Gothic columns backing up against the Roman piers, 
the latter being still visible. These heavy piers (composed of fourteen small 
columns) which surround the central nave, and whose capitals [photo, p. 108), 
with Barbaric wreathed astragals and foliage, recall the Carolingian period, 
contrast strikingly with the hgbtness of the apse. They are undoubtedly 
11th centtuy. All the stone vaulting of the nave, as far as the teaneepi, 



The pulpit, with its Benedictine monogram, is late VJth century. It is 



a 1911 {Cliclii LL.) 



ornamented with three bas-reliefs: St. Remi receiving the Sacred AmpuVa, 
Si. Benfdict imploring Ike Holy Spirit, and St. Benedict giving the Injunction 
to his manka. As far as the pulpit, on both sides of the nave, the granite 
columns resting on the piers dat« from the Gallo-Roman period. 

The mde-aisles of the nave are suimounted with a triforium {photo above) 
with semi-circular vaultit^ at right-angles to the nave. The south aisle is 
almost entirely in ruins {photo, p. 107). 



The priceleea tapestries which, before the war, deccroted the tribmuilB 
o£ the side-aisles, were saved. 

Those given by Robert de Lenoncourt and restored by £w OobeUns, are 
rich in W'mposition and decorative effect. In an architectural frame of the 
RenMisance period, they represent the toUoiving legeadarr series from the 
life of St. R«mi, the costumes belonging to the period of Francois I. : — 

1. The blind hermit Montanus visits the new-bom Remi, who, touching him 
with his fingers wet with milk, restores his sight. 

2. The hennit St. Remi, called by the people to the bishopric, receives 
the mitre. 

3. Four miracles are performed by the saint : he extinguishes a fire lighted 
by demons in the city ; he restores life to a girl ; he b served at table by 
angels; when wine ran short at the table of his cousin Celsa, he blessed an 
empty cask, which was immediat«ly ftllcd. 

4. The Battle of Tolbioc ; Clovis instructed and baptized by Remi ; 
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the miraculous dove and an angel bring from heaven the Sacred Ampulla 
and the fleur-de-lys scutcheon. 

5. Remi gives Clovis a cask of ^vule, telling him that he will always be 
victorious so long as the cask remains full ; a miller who refused to give his 
mill to the Church, sees his wheel turn the wrong way and his mill fall 
down ; St. G^nebaud, Bishop of Soissons, punished by Remi for his sins, 
is afterwards delivered from his fetters by the saint. 

6. The miracle of Hydrissen : Remi raises a man from the dead, who 
confirms his wish to leave a portion of his wealth to the Church, to the con- 
fusion of his son-in-law who contested the will. 

7. Remi contemplating a heap of com which he had collected to provide 
against famine, and which some drunkards had burnt. At a Council, Remi 
peuralyses the tongue of a heretic priest, and then restores speech to him after 
repentance. 

8. Remi, singing Matins in the chapel of the Virgin, is assisted by St. Peter 
and St. Paul and blessed by Mary. Remi, blind, dictates his will in the 
presence of St. Gdnebaud and St. Medard. Remi recovers his sight, celebrates 
mass and gives the Communion to his clergy. Remi dies and four angels 
carry away his soul. 

9. Remi's funeral ; the procession goes towards the church of St. Timothy, 
where it is proposed to bury the saint, but in front of St. Christopher's, on 
the site of the present basihca, the saint, by making it impossible to lift his 
coffin, manifests his desire to be interred in this chapel. The saint's winding- 
sheet, carried in procession, dispels the plague that had been ravaging the 
city. 

10. Angels transfer the relics of the saint to his mausoleum. A soldier 
who had tried to break in the door of the church, cannot withdraw his foot. 
Remi punishes the Bishop of Mayence, guilty of theft. Remi reveals himself 
with the Virgin and St. John. The Archbishop of Rheims, Robert de Lenon- 
court, kneelmg, presents the ten pieces of tapestry to the saint. 

The latter tapestry was riddled with splinters {j^Hujio^ 'p. 110) during the 
bombardment of September 4, 1914. 



The Treasure 

This was kept in the sacristy, the 15th century carved wood doors of 
which have Flamboyant style frames. 

Formerly the richest of all the church treasures of France, it was impover- 
ished in the course of the centuries, through wars and revolutions. 

The enamels by Landin of Limoges (1633), dedicated to the lives o^ 
St. Timothy and St. Remi, a 12th century abbot's crosier, reliquaries 
and sacerdotal ornaments are noteworthy. 

The treasure was removed, together with the doors of the saxiristy, by the 
Historical Monuments Department. 



The North Tranesf>t 

Three small white marble GaUo-Roman or Carolingian capitals crown the 
colonnettes of the triforium. 

Formerly, the church contained several tombs. Let into the wall of the 



north transept ia a Latin epitapt, praising the virtues oi a woman tiEuaed 
Guiberge, who Beems to have combined in her person the perfoctioiiB of six 
women, i.e, the beauty of Rachel, the fidelity of Rebecca, the modesty of 
Susanna, the piety of Tabitha, the wann af^tJons of Ruth, and the high 
morals of Anna. 



fn thrtenground : Ittnaiuaw 



Th* South Transapt 

Hie first chapel on the right of the apse, against the transept, ia tbe chapd 
of St. E)oi. 

In 1S46, forty-eight storied flag-stones, taken from the flooring of the 
sanctuary of the church of St, Nicaise and collected by the architect Brunette, 
were placed there. 

Thcae 14th oenturv lozenge -shaped stones are engraved in black, the 
hoUowed-out portions being filled with lead. Each stone has a pretty border 



with a. square medallion, in the middle of which two or three figures represent 
a scene from the Old Teetament, from N'oah to Danirl in the lions' den. 

This chapel also contained, two very exiircKHive mediaeval statues of 
painted wood and a 14th century Christ, all of which came from the old church 
of St. Balsamic. 

The second chapel on the eastern side of the south transept contamed an 
Entombment dating from 1531, In this group, which belonged to the old 
church of the Commandery of the Temple of Rheima, Joseph of Arimathea 
and Xicodemus hold the winding-sheet. Salome, and Mary the mother of 
St. James, stand near the tomb, while the Virgin, overcome with grief, is 
supported by St. John. 



Facing tlua Burial Scene was the Altar-screen of the Three Baptisms, 
the work of Nicolas .Jacques and the gift of Jean Lespagnol m 1810. This 
screen, which formed the background of the baptismal fonts, represented in 
three baa-reliefs : The baptism of Ciovis (on the rtgU), the baptism of Jesus 
hy John the Baptist (tn the centre), and the baptism of Constantine {on the 

The railing round the baptismal fonts belongs to the second half of the 
18th century, and was taken from the church of St. Pierre-le-Vieii. 



Th« Ohelr at »t. Ilami Church 

The Choir was rebuilt by Pierre de Celle. The plan is very like thatof 0» 
choir of the Cathedral, of which it is the prototype. 

As in the Cathedral, it intrudes upon the nave, of which it occupies tiiB 
three last bays. In the latter, the columns placed against the six piers wore 
removed. The groups of Bmall columns wiiich support the ribs of the vaulting 
rest upon a corbel:tAble carried by three consoles (pkoto above), which in turn 
r^t on colonnettes with crocketed capitals. The central consoles are orna- 
mented with figures of angels and symboUo animals, while under the lateral 
consoles are statuettes of prophets holding sor<^, <ki which their namefl are 
inscribed in painted letters. 

Five circular radiating chapels open ont on the vast ambulatory. The 
plan of the latt«r,like that of Notre-Dame-de-Chilons, evokes all that is most 
original In the Gothic architecture of Champagne. The bays with thnr 
alternations of square-ogival and triangular vaulting do not correspond 
with the breadth of the radiating chapels, which are connected to one another 
by three arcades resting on light columns. In the lower nave, from the 
curiously large number of points of support, it would seem that the bnilden 
had donbtB as to the strength of the pointed style and, by way of precaution, 
greatly increased the number of points of support inside Uie church and of the 
exterior buttresses. The tribunes rising above the arcades are surmounted 
with a triforium lighted by high windows, which still retain their beautiful 
early ISth century stained -glass. The somewhat stiff Agurea stand out on a 
uniformly blue ground. In the upper part, apostles, evangelists, and the 
uxt«en gnata prophete om grouped around a stately Virgin. In the lower 



part, tile principal arcbbiBhopB of Rheims on thrones arc seated round St. Remi 
who ooonpies the place of honour below the Virgin. In the two la«t windows 
are effigieeof Archbishops Samson {deefosed t'n 1161) and Henry of France, 
during whoee episcopate Pierre de Cellp caused the apae to be built. 

The choir is surrounded by a Renaissance railing which is out of harmony 
with the general scheme. It waa erected between 1656 and 1669, at the joint 
expense of the widow of the famous barrister Omer Talon, the Town Council, 
the Duke of Longueville, ami the Grand Prior of St. RemL The sculptor 
Francois JH«quee seems to have co-operated theren-ith. 

The great ennim of light hanging at the entrance to the choir was an imita- 
tion of the original crown, destroyed in 1793, and which was garnished with 
ninety-Bix candles, symbolizing tbe ninety-six years of St. Remi's life {see 
p. 108). 

The 18th century high-altar of red marble which, like the cross and the 
six chandeliers, came from the church of the Minims, was cmahed beneath 
the falling vaulting. 

At the time of the Revolution (1792) the chandelier (masterpiece of the 
old Rheims metal -founders), which adorned the centre of the Sanctuary, 
was broken and melted down, with the exception of a portion of one of the 
feet. This fragment (photo above), preserved in the Archteological Museum, 
was destroyed by the bombardment of 1914. 



Th* Toml> «ntf ll*ltquanr «t St. R*inl 

Thci present tomb, erected in 1847, is only a memorial of the sumptuous 
mausoleum, profusely decorated nith gold medals, diamonds and sapphiree, 
which was destroyed' at the time of the Revolution. 

It is a Benais«ance ehapcl, oman)pnt«d nith the statues of the original 
tomb, which form by far the most interesting part of the monument. The 
twelve Peers are reprcnented in their coronation robes : the Archbishop, 
Dul«!of Rheims, carries the ('r(K<4; the Archbishop, Duke of Laon. the sceptre; 
the Bishop, C!ount of Beauvais. the royal mantle ; the Bishop, Count of 
('hAIons, the ring ; the Bishop, Count of Noyon, the girdle : the Duke 
of Bui^ndy, the crown ; the Duke of Aquitaine, the standard ; the Dnke of 
Normandy, a second standard : the Count of Flanders, the sword ; the Count 
of Toulouse, the spurs ; the Count of Champagne, the military standard of 
the Kint;. 

The Reliquary of St. Remi. which is in the mausoleum, data's from 1896. 
It was bought by national subscription and presented to the church on the 
occasion of the centenary of the 1>aptism of Clovis. In the niches of the lower 
part of the reliquary are statueltes of the twelve apostles. Higher up. in 
the rece»H-H of the loiig sides, enamels illustrating episodes in thclife of St. Remi 
arc imbedded. On the two ends, two enamels represent the Battle of Tolbiac 
a:Kl the Baptism of Clovis. 



Leave Ou. Church of SI. Bemi hj the tveatem doorway, which faces the Place 
dn I'Hopilal chil, cross the sgjiare, then Ivm to the right into the Bve Simon. 
The entrance to the Hutel -Dieu Hospital is on the right. 



Th« HAMUDImi 

Thin hospital is installed in the biiildingB of the ancient Abbe; of the 
Benedictine monkfl of St. Remi who, for centuries, were the guardians of the 
relics of the famous Bishop of Rheims. 

During the invasion, at the time of the Revolution, the Abbey was trans- 
formed into a military hospital, but it was only in 1827 that it became officially 
the Hotel-lHev, in place of the old Municipal Hospital (see " Palais de J vslicr, 
p. 931. The fumishingB of the latter were then transferred to the Abbey 
buildings, disaffected since the Restoration. 

Of the ancient abbey, where Charles-le-Simple and the Ihtc Bobert were 
proclaimed king, and where several archbishops were elected, only a few 
vestiges remain. Damaged by the fires of 1098, 1481, and nCl, it was com- 
pletely destroyed by the great conflagration of January 15, 1774. The 
present abliey, rebuilt by Duroche, the King's architect, was scarcely finished 
when the Revolution broke out. 

Incendiary bombs dropped by Gierman aeroplanes in August, 1916, 
destroyed most of the buildings. 

The monumental facade which faces tjie Court of Honoiu* is Louis XVI- 
in style. 

The second court, that behind the main buildings, is bordered by a rioister 
built by the Rheims architect, TCIcolaa Bonhomme, in the tirat part of the 
18th century, in place of the 13th and I4th century cloister destroyed in 1707, 
The buttresses ot the side which abuts on the church of St. Remi, and those 
of the opposite side, are 12th century. 

The marble fountain with bronze fumiBhinge, in the centre of the court, 
was formerly in the Place St. Nic&ise. It was erected in 1750 from designs 
by Coaatou. 



Through U< mndowf u «em Vie XorlA Front e/ S. Rtni. 

At the back of the court, on the left, is an exceedingly fine Louis XVI, 
staircase with wrooght-inm handrail {photo above). 

The UtpldMry MuaMim, wluch was fonnerly in the crypt of the archi- 
episcofisl chapel {gee p. 65), waa installed under one of the galleries of the 
cloister in ISW. Of the toiiibstonea, storied floor-tiles, and various carvings 
which it contains, the most remarkable is the Tomb of Jovlnus, 

Consul in 367, Joviiius commanded the armies in Gaul, under the Emperor 
Julian, and successfully reBiBt«d three att«mpt8 at invaaion by the Alemanni. 
As a Christian, he founded a basilica at Kheims. 

The white marble tomb with carvings is apparently Gneoo-Roman of 
the 3rd century, and dates back before the time of JovinuB, who died in 37P- 
It is possible that Jovinus had the first occupant of the tomb ejected, or 
that he bought an old sarcophagus and had his own portrait aflised to it. 

The chapel installed in the old library of the abbey contained some fine 
Louis XVI. wood carvings (see phobi belotc of the ruirie of the chapel). 



The chaptei^house of the abbey, which served as a, refectory, was rebuilt 
about the end of the 12th century. With its pointed arches, it belonged to 
the early period of Gothic architecture. The moat remarkable portion waa 
the vestibule facing the cloister. The deccration of the lateral arcades of 
the vestibule included Roman capitals, nearly all of which are intact {photo 
fceteio), and which are of great value from the standpoint of the history of 
art and costumes. In the refectory were the Oodard tables made out of a 
single branch of a gigantic oak-tree from the forest of St. Basle. They were 
given to the old Hotel-Diea by Canon Godard, whose name is incrusted in 
lead in the wood, as a rebus : Qo, followed by the figure of a dart (EYendi : 

Near the chapter-house, a round-arched chamber was all that remained 
of the early portion of the abbey. 



» Ike left, and follow it a 



Th* HApltal IMn4ral 

This U the old Otder-Hoase of the Jesuits, boilt at the h uginning of the 
17th oeatury. The ratactory is ornamented with rich woodwork and paint- 
ings, W the Rheima artist H^lart. Of greater interest is the library, 
situated under the gables, aod which is reached by a fino etaircasr. The 
room is adorned with a profusion of wood-carvings and mouldings. Exceed- 
ingly fine consoles cany the ceiling, whose carved panels are profusely 
ornamented with crowns, polyKoiis. florets and heads of angels. The oaken 

Eilasters which separate the hookshetves are decorated with a variety of 
laves and flowers. In spite of this wealth of ornament, the general effect is 
harmonious. The recesses in the woodwork, opposite the dummy donner- 
windows, were for reading. 

Ancient vines cover the walla of the chapel, near the entrance to the 
hdpilal 

At the side of the BSpital Oeneral sUindg the church of St. MKurica. 

This church was entirely rebuilt by the Jesuits after the destruction of the 
ancient etUfice, which was one of the oldest in Bheims. Here may be seen 
the Eagle Reading-Deak, a fine piece of Ilth century wood-carving : two 
Lmiis XIV. portable inm desks and the paschal chandelier of carved wood; 
the nth centKTy confeagionaU of the lateral chapels, and in the sacristy 
remarkable Louis XI!!., hartd-embroidered gnipures of open-work designs, 
after the style of the models by the Rheims artist, Georges Baussonnet. 



A VISIT TO THE BATTI-EFIEI.DS 
AROUND RHEIMS 



A thorough vteit can be made in two daya. 

The Itinerary for each day in divided into two parta, to allow touristB to 
return to Bheims for lunch. 



FirM Day 



Morning pp. 122-133. 

Afternoon pp. 134-159. 

a D>v i Worni"! PP- IfiO-iefi. 

" I Afternoon pp. 166-174. 



122 



FIRST DAY 

MORNING 



THE MOUNTAIN OF RHEIMS 



(See the complete liinerariea on p. 121, and the summary of the war 

operations on p. 131.) 




This part of the Itinerary will take the tourist to the most important 
points of the last German offensive of 1918, which aimed at the capture of 
Rheims. 

Starting from th^, Place du Parvis Notre-DamCy take the Rue Libergier, 
opposite the Cathedral^ turn to the right into the Rue Chanzy, foUow same as far 
as the Rue de Vesle, take the latter on the left, and folloto it to the end. 

After the Porte de Paris (see p. 68) the Rue de Vesle becomes the Avenue 
de Paris, Take same, but after passing under the railway bridge, turn to the 
left into the Avenue d'Epemay (R.N. 61, see plan, p. 121). 

Ta:ke the second street on the right (Rue de Bezannes), which passes in front 
of the Wevtern Cemetery, devastat.ed by the bombardments. 

The road crosses numerous lines of trenches and boyaux, which defended 
the immediate approaches to Rheims. 



BtJoTt reaching Bezannts village, Uave on the right two roads which skirt 
a large estate enclosed with railings, go straight on to (Ae ruined raHuag-station 
of Beamnea, then tarn to the right. 



(See Itinerary, p. 122.) 

CroM the first group of half-ruined hoMts,theii, on rmcking a second group, 
which formn the main part of the village, turn, to the left into the first street 
encountered, where the partiaUy destroyed church stands. 

The round -vaulted apae, tower, nave and aUlcH all b«long to the 
Romuiesque period. The Gothic doorway is 13th, and the spire of the 
belfry 15th century. 

The square tower greatly resembles the old belfry on the doorway of 
St. Remi Church in Rheims.'and, Uke the latter, dates apparently from the 
middle of the 11th century. 

The Qothic doorway of the west front is set up against a Romanesque 
wall. The gable has been rebuilt in modem times. Vestiges of an ancient 
portal are to be found on oa«h side of the doorway. The keystone* of the 
arch above the tympanum, like those of the upper arching, are numbered in 
Roman figures, a peculiarity rarely to be found. 

Facing the doorway of the church, on the left of the great cntranoe.door 
to a court, is a niche containing a I6th century stone atatu* representing a 
bishop wearing a chasuble. 

In the court of the same bouse, over the door of th6 main stmcture, on 
the right, in an arched Renaissance Diohe, hollowed out and ornamented 
with marble incrustations, is the atmtu* of a canon with folded hands 
kneeling at the foot of a cruci- 

A shell -splinter took ofi the 
head of the bishop's statue, but 
the other group ia intact. 

Those interests in tJiings pre- 
historic, may visit the PIstat 
Oollactlen at Bezannes, which con- 
tains a great number of interesting 
specimens belonging to the stone 
and neolithic ages, and to the 
Gallic and Roman periods of the 



Of the old a 
nothing of interest n 

On .September 11, lftl4, during 
the Battle of the Mame, the 
German ,Stalf took up their quar- 
ters in the house of M. I'oullot. 
On the 12th, the battle attained 
the vicinity of the village. 

Skirt the church, and at the 
cross-roads at the end of the viUage, 
keep straight on, paA the cemetery o» 
Iharight. 



The road dimbs a small MUUned with lrencheg,then dexendt to the village of 

At the enlratux to this village lichieh ia of no particular irUerut) turn to 
the, right, and at the fork about fifij yards farther on, lo the left, Uaving (A« 
■uxmflalUd road on the right. 

Abimt half-a-mik from Les Mesnevx and gkorlly before reaching the crosaing 
tmlk the road lo Rheims (O.C. 6), there ia a small wood at the place called 
L* Oh«mp Olatron. It was from here that German batteries under Colonel 
von Ropdpr fired on Rheims on September 4, 1914, in Bpite of the protesta- 
tions of the Mayor of Leg Mesnoux. who aaauted the German commander 
that the French troops had completely evacuated the town. 

At the crossing with O.C. 6, keep straight on to Ormea, whose church, at tJie 
entrance to the village, was almost entirely destroyed. 



( See Itinerary, p. 122.) 

^lis village, in addition to numerous subterranean passages and chambere, 
the interesting 12th century Ohurch B& Itafnl (pAofo below). 



Its circular apse with cornice resting on corbels is barrel-vaulted. Colm- 
nettes in the great bays of the steeple (in ruins) carry carved 12th century 
capitals. 

The pointed vaulting of the southern transept is 12th century, and the 
ogival groining rests on Norman capitals. The doorway of the western 
facade oates from the second half of the 12th century, and although its porch 
was destroyed in 1863 it is still remarkable. 



It comprises three Uerce-point«d arcades surmounts by e, tine of billet- 
moulding. The lateral arcadfs are blind, while the higher central aroading 
around the door is surmounted with three receding lori resting on crocketed 
foliate capitals. The lateral arctules have similar capitalB but only one 

Inside the church are interesting leth century atatuoai St. Barbara 
in stone p.rui SI. Catharine, painted and decorate<i, face the altar ; St. Hemi 
in stone, remarkable for itn costume and decoration, at&nfU above the altar 
of the northern chapel ; a wooden Virgin surmount^ the inner doorway. 



Return bi/ the tame road to the croMing with the mad to Rheimg {Q.C. 6), 
where, opposile the Omfi du JoyouK Laiiaurkur, turn to Ike right. 

The road rises towards the Mountain of Rheima. Of the camoufiaging 
seen in &bove photograph, unly traces remain. 

Shortly after, the tourist paases between the villages of Jou» and Parvny, 
whose houses border the road. Jo\iy {on the left) and PaJ'gny (on the right) were 
bombarded by the Germans in June, 1915. 

The ohurch of Jouyi visible from the road to Rheims, wsa almost 
entirely destroyed. 

To visit the church of Pargny, ium to the right opposite the grocery stores, 
Vo. 262, then bike the second street on the kft (near a fine mansion partly in 
ruins). 

About 100 yards farther on is the church, the belfry of which was deetroyed. 
Setnm to the crossing urith the main road to Rheims', where turn to the right. 

The rood continues to climb the northern slo^ of the Mountain of Rheims. 
On a hill to the left, the Ohap«i or st. u« dominates the surrounding plain. 
There is a very fine view of Rheims from here. 

The lop of the rise is reached soon afterwards. Descend the southern slopes, 
passing hetaxen tht sidings of an important material and ammunition depot 
situated on the reverse side of the mountain out of sight of the enemy's 
observation- posts. On reaching the crossing half-way down the hill, team an 
the kft the tux) roads leading respectively to Vliio DontmanB* and ooumioo 

A short distance further on. after passing the road to Onrisy {on the left), 
take the following narrow road on the left, which passes between clumps of trees 
that were cut to pieces by shell-lire. 

A little further on, on the right, is a cemetery containing the graves of some 
two hundred French, British and lUlian soldiers. 

Turn to the right after the cemetery. The road crosses a fine avenue bordered 
with shell-torn poplar trees, leading to the OmmVtm of Oommotroull on tte 
Ufl, The viJiage of Bouiiiy is reached soon afterwards. 



dfufng loimrdi SI. S'l/iAraiK) 



Boullly-St. luphralM 



(See pp. 181-182, and Itinerary, p. 122.) 

Bouilly was burnt by the GennanB on September 12, 1914, under ttie 
pretext that the inhabitants had caused tlie death of two Uhlans killed the 
day betrte by Trench ChasseuTs. 

Turn to the right oppodte the Church of Brmiliy. There is a amall cemetery 
<NI the right, ]ti8t outside the village, containing several German graves. 

On reaching 6.C. 6, Uading to Rhtitng, turn to Ike right. Take *< firtt 
nad on the left, which passes through a small devastated wood, where batteries 
ot guns were posted. Cross a sthoU slrram, and immediately afterwards Ike 
Tailwai/, Iken turn to the left into the village of Bt. luphmia^ 

Turn to tke rigkl in ike village, opposite the church. The road rises steeply 
to the hamlet of Oialrisnt, which was almost entirely destroyed. Pass by 
a " Calvary," composed of four large trees surrounding a cross, then turn to 
Ae kft into a smaU tutrrtno street. 



,-Vrlgny 

■e IdnfTanjtp. 122.) 

tulommws-bL-Mantacno. Tvm to the 
■ J, is on the left. 

At IM crots-Toada jmt nulside (he village lake G.C. 2G on. the left. At 
first, the road dips ralhfr abrupll;/, then rises to vrigny. 

The Church of Vrigny, entirely in niina, is on the right at the entrance to 
the village. Pasa the Toum Hau, having a public washing-plaee on the left, 
^n turn to the right. 

On lunring the viUage, take G.C. 26 on the left to the viOage of Ouawx. 



{See pp. 131-132 and Itintrary, p. 122.) 
Queox is a smaU old-world village, with ancient housra, oastle and clmrclL 
At the entrance to the village, a large fiquare with trees, cut to pieces aitd 

devastated by the bombardment. 

From the square, go lo the Ohureh oti the rigkl, now a heap of ruins. Seen 

through the trees from the square it forms a pitiful sight. 

In the chapel, on the left of the main entrance, there was a fine pieoe of 

Benaissance carving. 

It was to Gueux that the Archbishop of Rhrims, Mgr. Lu^n, betook 

himself after the bombardments of April, 1917. The village cemetery oontuns 



Cardinai Lufoa eaminff But of Hit CAurcA (■« aion. 



THE ANCIEST CASTLE 0*" GUEUS 

mftay soldiers' graves. The Cardinal-Archbiahop of Bheims presided at 

a pathetic cerenoiiy held ijuring the War in honour of the dead. 

To vmt the Oaati*, cross the square and take a smaH alTMt on Uie left, lofuch 
leads to the road to Rosita;/ {O.C. 27). 

Turn to the kf(, a-nd fifti/ yards fnrihtr on Cake on foot the narrow street on. 
the left, which leads to the old eastle. 

This andent castle, where the Kings of France, on their way to Rbeims to 
be consecrated, oaed to dine, suifered severely from the bombardmenU. 
Outwardly it has, however, retained its general appearance {^hoto above). 

Return to the car, and go straight on lo the fork in the roads to Sosnay and 
Pr&meey. Facing the fork is the entrance to the park and modern OaMI* or 
Quaux, belonging to the Roederer family, which was completely destroyed 
{photo heloio). 

Turn the car round at thr. obmie-menHoned fork and continue straight along 
G.O. 27. 

Beyond the village of Oueux the road crossee numerous lines of trenches. 
Many sheltera and ammunition depots can still be seen along the road. The 
National Road from Rheims to Sois»ons {N. 31) is reached soon afterwards. 
Near the cross-ways are the ruins of an inn. 

At this crossing, leave ihi National Kood onlheleft and take the narrow road 
on the right which leads to ThiiiMa. 



{See Itinerary, p. 122.) 

The Ohurch of Thiitois (late 12tb century), now a heap of ruins, stood 
at the entrance to the village. 

In 1914 it was atill intact in all ite vital part«. Its vaulting was pointed, 
with groining resting on columns, whose capitals were either Romanesque 
or Gothic. The navo had a timber roof. 

The high-altar screen was a fine piece of sculptured stone-work of lat« 
16th or early ITth century. In a niche above the altar, the Virgin, sitting on 
an X-shaped seat, was holding Jesus, clothed in a tunic and standing on her 

Leaving the church bfkind on. the right, turn to the left, to rraeh the National 
Hood. On the right ia a small Itith century castle, behind a clump of fine stately 
trees, known as the Bogqnef de Thilhia. It was destroyed by iJiellB. 

Return to the National Road, turn to IM right at the eroaa-roada, leafing on 
the left the: road to Champigny, then return direct to Rheimt, entering the dly by 
the Avenue and Porte de Paris. 



Th* Mountain of Rhalma Sattl** 

{Seep. Hand p. 122. 

The fighting known as the BattUa of the Movntain of Sheima took place in 
1918 over the whole of the area described above, t.e. from Bouilly to ThiUois, 
via St. Euphraise. Coulommee, Vrigny and Gueuz (see the Michelin lUuatrated 
Guide : The Second Battle of the Mame). 

The Mountain of Rheims prolongs the region of Tardenois to the east. 
It is an important military position between the Vesle and the Mame, as it 
dominates the plain of Champagne. The higher part of it is finely wooded, 
while on the lower slopes and ea8t«ni and southern edges are tlie famous 
Champagne vineyards (aee Verzevay, pp. 171-172). 
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During the year 1918 the Germans made tremendous efforts to carry this 
position, the loss of which would have meant the fall of Rheims, leaving 
Epemay and Ch&lons-sur-Mame unprotected. 

Although held to the east of Mountain, they obtained important successes 
on the west, where they reached the Mame, while in May they occupied the 
Woods of Courton and Le Roi. In July they crossed the Mame and advanced 
as far as Montvoisin, on the road to Epemay. Very fierce fighting took place, 
especially to the north-west of the Mountain at Botiiily, Biii^ny, 
St. Ktiphralse and Vri^ny. These positions , and Hill 240 to the west of 
Vrigny, were several times lost and recaptured by the Allied troops under 
General Berthelot, French, Italian and British, who fought there side by side. 

Vrigny was taken by the Germans on May 30, but retaken by the Allies 
on June 1 at the point of the bayonet. The same evening, four German 
regiments, after progressing slightly in the direction of Hill 240, were first 
checked, then driven back after bitter hand-to-hand fighting. 

On June 9, the Germans were repulsed around Vrigny, after having sus- 
tained severe losses. On the 23rd, they rushed Bligny Hill, held by Italian 
troops, reaching the summit, but were shortly afterwards driven back. On 
the 29th, they sustained a like check at the same place. 

In July they advanced their lines slightly towards Marfaux, Pourcy and 
Cuchery, but were unable to hold the captured ground. On the 18th, the 
Italians advanced in the region of Bouilly. On the 19th, Franco-British 
troops progressed towards St. Euphraise. On the 21st, the Allies carried 
BouiUy and St. Euphraise. On the 24th and 25th, in spite of desperate 
repeated efforts, the Germans were unable to hold Hill 240 which they had 
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temi)orarily captured. On August 1 further enemy efforts to cany the 
Bli^y uplands failed. 

The region of Gueux — ^Thillois— Champigny was terribly ravaged by 
the war. 

On September 11th, 1914, the French 5th Division, under General Man^, 
drove the enemy from these positions, which remained in the French hnes 
until May 30, 1918. Occupied by the Germans on May 31, after fierce 
fighting, they were completely devastated by artillery fire. Retaken by the 
French, then lost again in July, Thillois was finally recaptured on August 2, 
at the same time as Gueux. 

On August 4, after having reached the Vesle at several points east of 
Fismes, French troops engaged a vigorous battle between Muizon and 
Ohampigny, and some of them succeeded in crossing the river the same day. 

Champairna Wine 

Wine-growing has always been a favourite industry in this part of France. 
The vineyards extend over "the Rheims hills and along the valley of the Mame. 
In the hilly country around Rheims there are two distinct growths of wine : 
the Montoffne proper, with its famous Verzy, Verzenay, Mailly, I/udes, RiUy 
and ViUers " cms," and the Petite Montagne with its secondary " cms " of 
the Tardenois Valley, Hermonville HiUs, St. Thierry, Nogent VAbbease and 
Cemay-les-Reim8, The Montagne produces more especially black grapes for 
white wines. 

Champagne wines were famous as far back as the 16th and 17th centuries. 
Henri IV. had a marked preference for the wines of Ay, The magnitude of 
the cellars still to be seen in the 16th and 17th century houses testifies to the 
importance of a trade, whose main outlets were Paris, Flanders, Belgium and 
Germany. 

The Champagne wines of thiat period were red, and rivals of the famous 
Burgundy wines. 

The vogue of Champagne wines as understood to-day dates back to the 
end of the 17th century. It was Dom P^rignon, cellarer of the Abbey of 
Hautevillers, near Epemay, who, if not actually the inventor of sparkling 
wines, first undertook to perfect them by blending the "cms" and preparing 
them with greater care. 

In the last years of the reign of Louis XIV., and still more so under the 
Regency, the use of Champagne at Court gained ground, especiaUy at the 
tables of the Due de Vendome and the Marquis de SiUery. 

At that time Chapipagne was merely a " creamy " wine, i.e. semi- 
sparkling. The low breakmg strain of the glass of those days would not 
have allowed of the higher pressure (six atmospheres) of the present-day 
wine. The discovery of the chemist Frangois, who in 1836 at Ch&lons invented 
a special " densimeter," made it possible to calculate the amount of carbonic 
acid gas contained in the must, and to proportion the expansive force of the 
wine to the strength of the bottles, thus reducing losses by breakage, which 
for long had been very serious. 

From the 19th century onwards, the production of Champagne wine has 
grown unceasingly. The number of bottles of sparkling Champagne placed 
on the market for sale in France and abroad rose from 19,145,481 (of wh^ch 
16,705,719 went abroad) between April, 1875, and April, 1876, to 33,171,396 
(of which 23,056,847 went abroad) between April, 1906 and April, 1907. During 
the first ten months of 1915, the exports of Champagne and sparkling wines 
were 630,140 wine-quarts, as against 1,092,660 wine quarts in 1914. 
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FIRST DAY 

AFTERNOON 

ST. THiKRRY HKIQHT8-LE QODAT-THK QLA88-WORK8 OP LOIVRK— 
BRIMONT— THK "CAVALIERS DK COURCY" 

(See complete Itineraries, p, 121, and summary of the military operations, 

pp. 147 and 154.) 




Brunoni 

- — ndaBrtmoni 
^Ch?°|doBnmont 



Thilloi* O V^v 

fin^eux 



68 kilometres 






J- 



Starting from the Place duParms-Notre-Dame, fallow tkemorniTig'sIlmfntry 
(p. 122) as far as (Ae railway bridge, then continue straight along the Avenue 
de Paris (A', 31). Before leaving Rheims tht tourist can. if desired, visit 
Haubstta Park. In this case, turn to the left, apposite No. 10, Avenue 
de Paris, into the Rue Flin des OUtners. The entratux to Haubett« Park 
(an annex of the Calmette Dbpensary) stands at the beginning of this street, on 
the right. 

Napoleon I. bivouacked in thia park while hie troops attacked Rheime in 
1814. A monument and a amall museum commemcnite the event. At the 
end of 1914 Haubett« Park was a favourite recreation ground and refuge 
for the inhabitants of the city during the bombardmenta. 

Return to the junciion of N. 31 (wAicA leads to Fismea) with O.C. 6 {the road 
to ViUe-en-Tardenois). Take N. 31 on, the right. About 1 km. from Oe fork take 
the first Toad on the righL 

On reaching Tinquaux (urn to the left at (Ae entrance to the village, and 
follow the main road. 



The church of Tinqueux (St. Peter's) was entirely deatroyed. It contained, 
on the left side of the nave, a remarkable 16th century painting on wood, 
representing the Adoration of the Shepherds, with a frame of the same 

if ear the church, hetwten the Vesle and the main street of the village, stood an 
old baronial mansion, in front of which was a building with turreted facade 
known as the Maiaon il* la Sails. Inside the buildings which, in later 
years, served as a fann, there was a curious old wooden staircase with railed 
balustrade. The whole was destroyed by the shells. 

In September, 1914, at the beginning of the bombardmeat of Rheims, 
many of the people took fttuge at Tinqueus. 

At the end of the main street of the village, opposite a kind of dbservali<m-post 
with ladder in a tree, turn lo the right. The road passes at the foot of Mont St. 
piarrai whose village and church entirely disappeared in the 17th centuiy. 



1 STREET OP TINQUEUS VlLl^iOB 



It was to replace the church of Mont St. Pierre that the church of St. Pierro 
de Tinqueux was built at the end of the 17th century. 

■s the VesU. T»m to the right and eroas Iht 



•b Brie*--OhMmplmir— M«rfy 

(See llimrary, p. 134.) 

Turn to the right at the entrance to the village and lake the firH afreet on the 
right, urkick kadt to the church. 

The Church of St. Brice was almost entirely destroy^. In style, it is 



B BtHfKD CHURCH 



front oontAins int«resting carvings — unliappily much mutilated. 

Rtt«m by the same wayloOie cross-roads in front of th« bridge over the FaaU, 
turn to the right, then, about IGO yards further on, to UK left. Continue stmiskt 
ahead, cross the railway {tc.) and foUoto the railway on the left. 

About half a mile furlhtr on an avenue on the right leads to the Oh4t*au 
(M Ik Mari^ Both the castle and grounds were badly damaged by the 

bombardment. 

Standing in the park with magnilicent avenues of beech-trees, the castle 
is one of the most ancient manors in the vicinity of Bheims. It was rebuilt 
in one storev at the beginning of the 14th century on the old foundations. 
The decoration of the interioi (Louis XVI.) is interesting. The drawing- 
room has retained its old wainscoting and paintings. A carved shield bearing 



the srmH of the Cauchon family, a member of which, the Bishop of Beauvais, 
nided with the EngUah and the Duke of Burgundy against the Daaphin of 
Franco and Joan of Arc during the Hundred Years' War, ia still to be seen 
over a door of one of the out-building. 

Return by the eamr, rtad to the Veele, Cross the river and follow il (as per 
Itinerary, p. 134). to the village of Champigny. 

Cross straight through the village by the main street, at the end of which 
stands the church in a narrow bi/'Street near the entrance to a park [photo, 
p. 136). 

The little church of St. Theodule h 12th centun-. except the wooden belfry, 
which waa modem. The belfry and root were destroyed. 



Gtniral Foch had hit HiadqMiirlirt tiert in 1B14. 

On leaving the village, go straight ahead. The road (O.C. 75) follows the 
railway on the left. Cross the railway (I.e.). The road passes along the marshy 
valley of the Vesle, then rises towards the St. Thierry Heights. 

At the cross-roads of the hamlet of Mooo, keep straight on along O.C. 26, 
The road runs between two fairly high embankments containing numerous 
shelters. Slightly before entering the village of MtmrTr is a cemetery con- 
taining graves of French, British and German soldiers. 

At the entraiux to the same village, on the right, stands a castle, severely 
damaged, which, early in September, 1914, served aa headquarters to GeaerEil 
Foch {photo above). 

A little farther is the church, almost entirely destroyed. 

n street, which is lined with 

On leaving Merfy, cross the railway (lo.). The village of •*. Thimry is 
?achtd shortly afterwards. 



vntflaglitp an Gtrman. 



BT. TBIEBBV CHlnUD IR 1919 



(See Itiiiemry, p. 134. and sammary of the MiUlarij Operationa, p. 147) 

This village was frequently bombarded by the Germans from 1914 to 
1918. /( is crossed by a narrow, ivi-nding street containing several sharp luminals. 
Shortly before Ike end of the viUage. the street wideiw abruptly. Abo^tt a hundred 
yard* further on is the church, while an the riglU a mtmvmenlal door gives acceet 
to the ChAtAKu of n. Thlarry (photos, p. 138). 

This cftBtle was huilt in 1777 by Mgr. de Talleyrand .perigord, Archbiflhop 
of RheimH. It replaced the ancient abbey founded in the 6th century by 
St. Thieriy, a disciple of .St. Remi. Remaina of the 12th century chapter- 
house, ogives, colonnettee and capitals, as well as an old ehimney-piece, 
have bec^ rebuilt into the kitchens. The BpaciouB Louis XVI. drawing- 
room and the dining-room were likewise remarkable. 

The church (see photos above and on p. 140) posBcBsed certain remarkable 
features, e.g. the porch, nave and organ-loft. The 12th century porch had a 
17th century pent-house root. 

Inside the church were Gothic stalls, and a 16th centuiy bas-relief depicting 

The Martyrdom, of St.Quentin. 

The church ia now in ruins. 

OpposiU the caade gale turn to the left into G.C. 26. 

In the embankments along the road are numerous shelters, posts of com- 
mandment, ammunition depots, etc. 



gr. THtBRET 



Thll~VIII«r«-Pranau«ua 

(Sfe Itinerary, p. 134.) 

On Ttaehing Thil, turn to the left at tts entrance to the viUage. Go straight 
through. 

The church, entirely in ruins, stands at the end of the village, on a tntall 
fminenee (o the right. 

Half-waff through the village, on the left, it a road tvAich leads to the St. 
Thierry Fort, via the viUage of PouiUon. 

The road from Thil to Cormicy Wfts the atarting- point of the comrounicating 
trenches which led to the first lines along the National Road No- 44 and 
along the canal from the Aiane to the Mame, during the long stabilisation 
period of the Berry-au-Bac — Rheims front. All along the road can atill he 
Been, practically intact, the military works which were in the immediate 
rear of the front lince, viz., posts of commandment, depots, shelters, et«. 
At the present time, close to the destroyed villages, these shelters arc being 
used by the people as habitations. 

Beyond Thil, the road passes betteeen two embankmtnls. Vlilar«>rr«n- 
quaua is foot reached. The ruined village and church are somewhat to Ihe 




Herman villa 

Follow (Ae roifa, tiraight ahead, lo Hermonvillc. 

Turn lo the- Ifjl, at the entrance to the village, into the large square, on the 
opposite aide of which stands the Town H«tl, partially destroyed. The 
Ohuf«h i< on the right. 

This remarkable church is 12th centurj'. The pointed vaulting of the 
nave waa raised in 1870, but this had b^en proviilol for in the orixinal plana. 
At the interHCction of the transept the pointed vaulting is loner. The capitals 
with their finely carved palm-leavea appear to be rather more recent than 
those of the rave, and extend frieie-like found the pillars. The bays ol the 
transept-arms and of the two square eaatem chapels are round-arched and 
surmounted with a quatrefoil — an arrangement frequently met with in the 
vicinity of Rheims. 

The outer porch, like that of C an rey-les- Hermonvillc and St. Thierry, 
is a 12th century addition. The depressed areh of the entrance is nth 
century. 

The square tower at the comer of the nave and south transept has cubic 
capitals in the twin bays of the second storey. 

The ancient oamatary, which used to surround the church, is bordered 
by old houses. Entrance was gained by a little gate facing the porch, in 
which are incrusted fragments of a 15th century altar-screen representing a 
horseman and a group of persons. 

The village was frequently bombarded by the (lermanH after the Battle 
of the Mame. In 1016 several inhabitants were killed by shells. 

Leave Ike church on Ihe right, and follow the Hue Si'biatopol, at the end of 
which is an abrupt turning to the left. The road skirls a large house and garden 
aiiTTounded b>i a wttU. At the end of the taller, lurn to the right into Ihe Sue 
de Sommerville. On leafing the village, (urn to Ihe left, then go straight on to 
O«uroy- !••- Harmon v 1 1 Ib> 



Oku poy-laa-H arm on vil I ■ 

Tvm to the right at the entrance to the vUlage, then into the first aUt^ on the 
left, iph^e stands the half -destroyed Ohur«ii oT NAtr«-Itaun«. 

This CbuTch (hisloriaii monument) has an original 12th century porch, 
which waa mutilated by the bombardmenta. 

Bomaneaque in style, it stands out from the remainder of the building 
and extends over the whole breadth of the west front Its tile-covered root 
rests on a timber -work frame, whose beams appear to be 16th century. Two 
round-arched openings in the ends of the porch serve as entrances. The 
front is pierced with a number of round arcades. The cmtral door giyiog 
access to the church is of a later date (16tb or 17th century). The'capitals 
of the arcadinga are 12th century. Their curious decoration represents 
figures of men, animals, birds scroUs, etc. 

The mined tower and nave were likewise J2th centif?y. Th^mde -chapels, 
transept-crossing and choir were rebuilt in the 16th century. 



(Sfen/nm Oit Pordi ofllif CiHTt 



tn the interior of the church, the irooden altar-screen over the high-altar 
dated from lOlS. The painting which decorated its central panel, and the 
Hide wood-work of the choir were removed in 1888. The altar-screen (15*7) 
of the southern sido-chapel was composed of an assemblage of atone statues 
representing The Virgin carrying Jeaus, St. Roeh, a pilgrim, and St. SUphfn, 
a deacon, with Ike donor kneeling at his feel. 

Under several of the houses in the village are subterranean passages, the 
most noteworthy tieing that under the old presbytery on the left of the 
church, to which access is gained by a stair of fifty-one steps. 

Leave the village of Cauroy by the street {photo, p. 145) wkidt open« «p 
opposite the church. 

The road passes Ikrougk dumps of devastated trees. On the left tide of 
the road is a cemetery, containing numerous well-organised shelters. The 
viUage of Oormicy ia next reached. 



(See Itinerary, p. 134.) 

Turn to the right at the entrance to the viUage. On either side are tree-lined' 
boulevards, which were made on the ancient ramparts. The trees have been 
cut to pieces by the shells. 

Cormicy was formerly a small fortified town with turret, gates, ramparts 
and moata, all of which have disappeared except one gate. The site was 
planted with trees, which surround practically the whole town. The town 
was destroyed in the time of Charles VI., during th; Hundred Years' 
War. 

The present village suffered severely during the German bombftrdmento, . 
most of the houses being damaged. In June, 1916, only eaghty-three- 
inh&bitants remained in their homes. 



The ancient ohureh was likewise badly damaged (photos tAove and below). 

While the tower, west front, and the two first bays of the nave are lat« IBUi 
or early 16th century, the greater part of the nave is 11th or 12th century. 
The chevet and the transept- crosaing are early 13th century, while the transept 
«adB probably date from the middle of 12th century. 



(SW Itintrarji, p, IW. ) 

mna a balcony, the Gothic balustrade of which, known aa the Qhria OaUery, 
was modern. Thia balustrade was doatroyed by the bombardmraitH, which 
also brought down the steeple. 

The west front has two Gothic doors with 16th century iron-work, at the 
extremity of the aisles. The tympana of those doors, formerly lightfid, 
have been bricked up. The tintcis have throe consolee ornamented witb 
fantastic animals and banderoles. The three statues which carried ttie 
consoles haTe long since disappeared. 

In the south transept, on the left, behind the altar, is an interesting small 
door surmounted with a square Untcl of the Ilth or 13th century. Two 
figures of winged monsters with heads of a man and a woman and fish tails, 
stand out in high relief, framed and separated by a belt, on which are carved 
florets mingled \rith fantastic figures. 

The three remarkable 18th c^rntury marble altars of the choir and transept 
chapels come from the Church of the Nuns of I>ongucau, the abbey of which, 
in tne Rue du Jard at Rheims, was sold in 1790. The high-altar occupies 
nearly the whole of the chancel. Over the tomb, six columns of grey Dinant 
marble, crowned with Corinthian capitAls, support an oval marble cornice 
with richly carved and gilt consoles of wood. The very large, white and gilt 
tabernacle is a fine example of 17th or 18th century wood-work. Ite door, 
decorated with symbolic attributes, is surrounded by statuettes depicting, 
in the lower part, St. John the Evangelist and a holy woman wearing 
crowns ; above each of these figures, an angel ; at the top. The Resurrection 
of Christ. 

The sixtew carved oak stalls of the choir, as well as the wronght-inm 
reading-desk on a marble pedestal, also came from the former Abbey of 
Longueau. 

Near the choir, on a pillar of the nave, is an inscription to the effect that 
the chronicler Flodoard, who died in 966, wos Curi ol Cormicy. 

The modem Town HMi, built by the Rheims architect, Goiset the elder, 
which faced the church, was entirely destroyed. 
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All the places visited since leaving Merfy, i.e. St. Thierry, Thil, Villers- 
Famqueux, Hermonville and Cormicy, border the St. Thierry Heights. 
The latter are commanded by the fort of the same name and the Chenay 
Redoubt, wdth altitudeij of about 670 and 620 feet respectively. They were 
recaptured from the Germans after the Battle of theMame on September 11, 
1914, by the French 3rd Corps. 

After the loss of the Chemin-des-Dames and the Aisne Canal on May 27, 
1918, this position, which with its guns commands the road and railway 
from Rheims to Soissons and the road from Rheims to Laon, remained the 
sole protection of Rheims to the north-west. 

It was defended by the French 46th Infantry Division (General Naulin), 
composed of Algerian Sharp-shooters, Zouaves and African Light Infantry, 
who held their ground on May 27-28, after which they were reinforced 
by battalions of Singalese and Marines drawn from the sector east of 
Rheims. 

The struggle was a fierce one, and hand-to-hand fighting frequent. Finally 
the constant inflow of German reserves forced back the French, who, on May 
29, had to abandon the position, to which the enemy afterwards clung for 
four months. On October 1 the Germans, beaten on the previous evening 
by the French 5th Army on the high ground between the Aisne and Rheims, 
was forced to retreat. The French regained possession of Merfy and St. 
Thierry, and advanced as far as the outskirts of the Fort of St. Thierry, 
w^hich, with Thil and Villers-Franqueux, Hermonville, Courcy and Cormicy,. 
fell into their hands in the course of t'b? i^^^t few day^ (see map above). 



From Cormlcy to Qotf*( Farm 

iSee Itinerary, p. 134.) 

Pass alraigU through Cormicy, leaving Ike ehurdi on the kfl. Take Q.C. 32 U> 
the Rheima-Latm road {N. 44), when turn to the rigkt. Bather less than a mUe 
further on, near the Maison Blanche, is a road leading to Oodat Farm. Carg 
can oniy go as far as the canal, the destroyed bridge [photo above) not having 
yet been rebuilt. The lock -keeper's house seen in the photograph behw was 
cxtmpletely destroyed. 

Cross the canal on foot to reach Oodat Farm, situattd abaul 300 yards 
further on. 

La Qodat, formerly a small fief mth a castle and chapel (destroyed during 
the Revolution in 1793), was merely a farm and a, plain country bouse when 



the war broke onL B; reason of its position, north of the Aiane Canal, 
this bridgehead was, throughout the war, one of the moBt Bercely disputed 
points in the sector north-west of Eheims, even dining the period of trench- 
warfare. At the time of the French offensive of April, 1917, the 44th Infantry 
B«giment advanced beyond Le Godat. where the French held their grotmd 
unUl the powerful German push of May 27, 1918, 

The farm is now a mere heap of ruins. Khellers still enst in the basements. 

Retam to the National Road, and turn lo tht left. 

The road erossfs numerous boyaux which provided access to the front-line 
trenchee down the hill on the right. 

Follow the National Road to Ohaufbur Farm (in minB), wAere take the 
road ontheltjtto loIh* 

On nearing the canal, the ruins of the village of Loivre (entirely destroyed) 
become viMbk. 



EuyLACEUEKT O 



L*ln«.^ri«il the fitlage oitfool. The taiud tan onlg be eroMtd near tte 
loci sovlk-east of the viliage. "Ae dretroyed bridge has been replaced by a 
temporary footway across the bed of the canal, which neceadtates dimluDg 
down and up the banks by steep paths. 

After eroasing the canal the lourigl pagxt by the roina of the loivte Glase- 
Works, founded in 1804 by the destendanta of the luble house of Bigault de 
Grandrupt, glass msnulactureis of Argc»m& 

Loivre and its glass-works were occupied in September. 1()>4, by the Ger- 
mass, who deported the IntaabitaDts to the Ardennea. The village and works 



were re-oaptured during the offensive of April 16, 1917, by the French 23rd 
and 133rd Infantry Rcgimenta, eurnaraed Lt» Braves and Les Lions respec- 
tively. Whilst other battalions outflanked the village and crossed the canal, 
tho third battalion of Lions attacked it in front. The position, powerfully 
organised, was stoutly defended. The attackii^ troopa were obliged to come 
to a halt in front of the cemeteiy (a veritable bastion with concrete casemates), 
and before the ruins of tho mill, hnth of which bristled with machine-guns. 
Withdrawing slightly to allow of a barrage of 75's, they rushed fonvard again 
under the protection of the latt«r. The site of the mill and the cemetery 
were captured, together with numProus prisoners (122 were taken in one 
machine-gun shelter). The ruined village was next carried in a bayonet 
charge, to the sound of the bugles. The captures were considerable, one 
battalion of 500 men alone taking 82S prisoners. 

In March and May, 1918, two violent attacks were made on Loivrc by the 
Germans, but without success. They took it on May 27, only to bo driven 
out on October 4, 

Before the war, a road, which has since completely disappeared, led direct 
from Loivre to Brimont. To reach the UUter it w now necesnaTy to go farther 
north, via BtrnUriamrt and OrainviUe, returning soulhwardg by the Neufchdtel 
to RhdiM road {ate Ilinerarij, p. 134). 

BarmArlcaur^— This hamlet, of Gallo-Frankiah origin, was formerly 
more populous. The bombardments have lit«rally wiped it out. 

From Berm&rieourt the tourist reaches orainviii* by O.C, 30, ichick beeontea 
I.e. 2 after crossing the boundary line between the " departments " of the Mame 
and the Ardennes. At the entrance to the ruined village, near the church, turn 
to the right into I.G. 12, which, 1 kilometre further on, joins the road from 
SeafchdHl lo Rheims {O.C. 9), where turn to the right. 

FoUoui this roatl for four and a half kilometres to the ruins of Ukndau rarm, 
turn to the right, then, about 200 yards further on, take the road on the left to the 
village of Brimont, entirely destroyed. 



■rim«nt Port aiMl CtiAMau 

(8m Itinerary, p. 134, mid tummary of Ae MUitari/ Operatitnu, p. IS^) 
Stnated to the west of the road fram Rheims to Xeufch4tel (foimerty a 
Boman causeway which CTOmed the hill at Craa de Brimont) Brinumt was 
already important in Roman times. It was fortified in the Bliddle Agee, 
and traces of its ancient fortifications are still to be found on the hill. The 
diacovory of a Koman tomb in 1790 caused considerable excitement in archteo- 
lo^cat circles, as it was believed to be the burial-place of the Frankish Chief 
PItaramond who, according to one chronicler, had beeo buried oa a hillock 
near Rheims. 

In 1339, daring the siege of Rhdms by Uie English, the Dnke ot Lanouter 
had his camp at BrimonL 



, onlA^, J 



On several occaiionfl, wnce September, 1914, the Germans deported the 
inhabitants of Brimont and Coucy to the Ardennes. The village ia now 
destroyed and its church a heap of ruins. 

The chnich was built at the banning of the 16th century. 

The four last bays of the nave, which nae partly Bomanesque, vere 
altered in the middle of the 16th century. 

The sacristy occupied the lower storey of the square, pointed-arch tower. 

Several andent atatuea were placed at the entrance to the Choir ; St 
Rtmi, with a woman in late 15th century dress knerling at his feet; a Virgin 
offering grapes to the Infant Jesus in her arms (late 15tli centurv) and a 
large Christ Crucified, dated from the middle of the 16th century. A teautiful 
18th century fc«(«m of carved wood, representing an eaf^lc. standing on a 
massive three-sided pedestal of red and white marble, stood in front of the 
Choir. 
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To visU the Fort of mt%\ 
staircase, then take the road 
about 40O yards further on. 



slari the church on the sUe of the portal 
OB the photograph o» jbl 132. The Fori is 



Th« DaffMi 



Hoi^ti Or Rlioi 
iff that 



Htm and th« FiffliMng 



The Fort of Brimont, completed by the ■att ery of 

Brfmont about a mile to the east, and on the west by the U..*.. 
mentioiied on page 151, sweeps the whole conntiy north of Rheims 



as far as 




The roadi »hoicn on the above map are ihote followed by the Third Itiiierary (tee p. 100)l 



the banks of the Aisne, Suippe, Retoume and the Aisne-Mame canal, the 
Rheims-Neufchatel, Rheims- Vouziers, Rheims-Rethel and Rheims-Laon 
roads, and the Rheims-Laon and Rheims-Charleville railways. About 
five miles east of Brimont and four miles east of Rheims is theposition of 
Borru {see p. 165), extending along a front of about six miles, via the hills 
of Berru and Nogent TAbbesse. Intended by those who planned it to guard 
the valley of the Suippe, the Rheims-Rethe and Rheims-Vouziers roads, 
as well as the Rheims-Charleville and Rheims-Ch&lons-sur-Mame railways, 
it comprises the Fort of Witry (about 150 feet in altitude), the batteries of 
La vlflTi* cfe Borru (870 feet), and the fort and battorioo of Noffont- 
I'Abboooo (670 feet). 



Brimont and Berru are further covered and linked up by the Fort of 
Fresno (360 feet), situated four miles north-east of Rheims. 
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These defensive works, conceived and executed after the war of 1870, had, 
in consequence of the evolution of strategical and tactical doctrines, been 
abandoned or disarmed before the war of 1914. After evacuating Rheims 
on September 12, 1914, the Germans grasped the importance of these 
works, to which they climg tenaciously, after hurriedly organising them. It 
was against these naturally strong positions, further strengthened by trenches, 
that the French 5th Army, in pursuit of the enemy, found themselves brought 
to a standstill on the evening of September 12. From September 13 to 
18, the French tried in vain to capture them. The 6th Division, under 
General Mangin, did succeed in capturing the OhAteau d« Brimont, in the 
plain, but were unable to hold it. 

Later, the Germans converted these hills into one of the most formidable 
positions organised by them in France. Brimont, Berru, Fresne and Nogent 
r Abbesse, whose guns slowly destroyed Rheims, were, so to speak, her jailers 
for four years. 

In April, 1917, during the French offensive of the Aisne, one division, 
known as the *' Division of aces " (because its four regiments have the 
fourragfere decoration), penetrated into Bermericourt and advanced to the 
outskirts of Brimont, but was unable to hold its ground against the furious 
counter-attacks of the Germans. It was only in October, 1918, that the 
French 6th Army, in conjunction with the victorious attacks of the 4th Army 
in Champagne, after forcing the Germans back to the Aisne and the canal, 
and after crossing the Aisne canal on October 4 in front of Loivre and 
near Bermericourt, forced the enemy, whose communications were now 
threatened, to abandon one of the most valuable portions of his 1914 positions. 
On October 6, the French re-entered Brimont and Nogent 1 Abbesse, 
progressed beyond Bourgogne, Cemay-les-Rheims, Beine, Caurel and 
Pomade, and, in spite oi desperate enemy resistance, drove back the 
Germans to the Suippe. 

Afler visiting the fort return to the village of Brimont, 

Prom here the OhAteau de Brimont mav be visited, but this will have to be 
done on foot as the road has been destroyed, traces only of it being left in 
places {the lower photograph on p, 162 shows the beginning of the road in the 
village), 

The OhAtoaii d« I'KrmltaBOf also knoMTi as the Chateau de Brimont, is 
sittuUed about 600 yards south of the village, at the entrance to a large park, 
completely devastated. It was the scene of desperate fighting (see p. 162). 

Return to Brimont, cross the village {skirtiTig the church and continue straight 
on to the Oran de Brimont Rodoubt oyi the road to Rheims, Numerous 
German trenches, etc., are to be seen here. 

Turn to the right into G,C. 9, which dips down to the Plain of Rheims. The 
region hereabouts bristle with barbed-mre entanglements and is crossed with 
numerous trenches. It was ranged to an incredible degree by the bombard- 
ments. 

At the boWm of the hiU which starts at the Cran de Brimont, cross Soulains 
Wood, of which only a few torn tree-stiunps remain. 

Several hundred yards after leaving the wood, take on foot the broken road 
to the MOavaliorv de Ooiirey," situated on the right, abotU 600 yards 
further on* 



To tbe north of Ia Nenvillette, thk Aiane-Marne Canal is danked on 
both aides Iqr enormous artificial embankments plants with fir-trees and 
known as the''OavKiiaradaCaurGir." After their retreat in September, 1914, 
the Qennans entrenched thenselves there and clung to the east bank until 

April, 1917. 

On April Ifl, 1917, the French 4l0th Regiment of the Line attacked 
the enpmy'B formidable positions there, TIub Brittany regiment set out 
from positions to which they had given names taken from the histoiy of their 
country (Quimper Bastion, Anray, Redoa Bastion, etc.)- O" the first day 
they carried three BUccessive lines of defences, and advanced about a mile. 
On the 17th and 18th they left their zone of action, to ensure the liaiaon on 
their right, and to help a brigade in difficulties on their left. For eight days 
they held their positions against powerful enemy counter-attacks, after 
having progressed to a depth of tivo miles and captured more than 4W 
prisoners, 11 bomb -throwers, and an immense amount of stores. 

These positions, like the neighbouring villages, wore re-taken by the 
Germas in May and June, 1918, and finally by the Allies in October, 1918. 

Return to the road and follow it tmeanh hheims. Leave on Ike Ufl the devas- 
tated Avlatiaff.Krountf vT Ohampaarn*— now in a state of complete 
upheaval, due to the terrifi.c shellii^ it received — (Asn cross the w^in wf 
Mth*ny {photo, p. 157). 

The Plain of BStheny was the scene of two important historical events : 
in iOOi the Tsar Nicolas II. reviewed a part of the French Anny there ; 
in August, 1909, the Great Aviation Week was inaugurated there, in the 
presence of an immense crowd of spectators. 



Photograpied at 7,000 /T. from omplaTii, Auffutt 8, ISie, a 
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' undA' fA^ rai7ipay. TAf ttetch map explaiv lAt pAoToffrnph abooe. 



Pasa under the Bkeims-Lmm raibeay hy a very sharp doiibk Ivming. Ptar- 
quin Farm, entirely destroyed, abxd on Ike right a short disfarux further on. 
The only reniHiiiing trace is the torn shapeless carcass of a large 

The railway embankment south ot Kerquin Farm was fiercely disput-ed 
from September 18, 1914, onwards. Several enemy attacks against it broke 
down before the French 75'8, During the offensive of May, 1918, the whole 
of thix rogicn was the scene of desperate fighting. La Neuvillette wbb taken 
on May 30, and Pierquin Farm on the Slst. On August 4, the French, 
after crossing the Aisne Canal, advanced to -La Neuvillette, where tiie enemy 
made a desperate stand. At the beginning of October they advanced to the 
north of La Neuvillette, which the enemy was evraitually compelled to 
abandon. The last inhabitants had left the locality on July 12, 1916. 

The tourist enters Rheiiits by the Rue <U NeitfehdUl and the Aveme 
de Laon. 

t« NttuvlllMt* 

On reaching the Avenue de Look, the tourist, instead of entering Rheims, 
may t-um to the right and go Tiorthu.'ards as far as the village and cemetery of 
La Neuvillette. 

The cemetery of I,a Neuvillette is on the Tighi of the road, between the last 
houses of Rhams and the village. It was C0raplet«ly cut up by a network of 
first-line trenches (photos, p. 159). 

The village of La Neuvillette, now in ruins, was the scene of deepemte 
fighting during the German offensive of May. 191S. 

Nothing remains of the 12th century church of Johivthe-Baptist. 

The glass-works north-west of the village, by the side of the OUial, aie 
now a heap of ruins (photo, p. 159). 

Retrirn to Rheims by the same road. 
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SECOND DAY 

MORNING 

FRESHES FORT— WITRY-LES.REiMS-BERRU— 
NOQENT L'ABBESSE-BBINB 

{See complete Itineraries, p, 121, and map on p, 154.) 




This Itinerary iviU le^id the tourist through the region of the Forts to the 
north-east of Rhdins, which formed the rear of the German lines during the 
stabilisation period of 1914-1918. 

It was this line of forts that, in the German hands, held the French in 
check after the first Battle of the Mame. Practically the whole of these 
works were but little damaged by the relatively light bombardments, and 
have retained traces of the German organisation. 

Leave Rheims by the Avenve de Laon {which begins at Les Pome^iades, 
opposite Mars Oate), and the Rue de Nevfchdtel {second street on the right). 
Sortie No, IX. of the Michelin Tourist Qutde {see coloured plan, ppx 32-33). 



F THE CBUKCH A 



FoQou) in tte contrary direction the route described in the preceding lU-nerary 
(p. 134 top. 159) as far as thi erossing in the Bermiricourt-Bmirgoffne road, 
vhtre stood Landau Farm, now entirely in niinR. Al this crossing take 
(I.e. 30 ore Ike right. German eftmoufla«ing is Btill viaible on the right-hand 
side of the road. 



Bou rsosn*— Pr«*n«« 

Tfte village o/Bourgogne, entirely in ruins, is soon reached. 

The village is of very ancient origin. Formerly it ivas protected by a 
belt of moate, now partly filled in, and by earthem ramparts, almost every- 
where levelled. The lines of these moats, planted with rowa of elni'trecs,' 
arc clearly distinguishable. There is a ven' eit^nsive view from this original 
Bite. 

Aportionofthe village was burnt by the Germans who, in 1916, destroyed 
the belfry of the church with dynamite. 

This church (dedicated to St. Peter and St. Paul), with its fine Romanesque 
tou'cr, was remarkable. 

The greater part of it dated from the 12th and 13th centuries. It is 

Cross Ktraight through the viUnge. Numerous German signs are stiU to be 
seen. At the cross-roads jvst ovlsidf the viUnge, foUom Ihr railway, then cross 
it near the destroyed railway station of Fresnes. The viUage of Frcsnes is 
reached shortly afterwards. 

Turn to the right at the first crossing met with. The church stands about 
IIM) yards away, on the I'fl. 

Norman in style, the Church of Fresnes comprises a central nave with 
aisles and a tower without tran.''^pt. It dates back to the 12th century, but 
was several times extensively altered and restored both in the 18th century 
and in recent times. 

A small porch of limestone added to the northern aisle, is reached by a 



round NormiiD bay of stoae. In the comer of the porch, to the left on entering, 
is incrusted a fragment of a snial] funerary monument of the IGth century. 

Thi§ church was ahnoet entirely destroyed. 

After tvming to Ihe Tight al Iht crossing menli/med <Aove, keep etraighl on. 

About 2 kilometres from Fresnea the road from that village to Witry- 
lee-Reims crosses an old Eoman causeway, at the side of which, slightlv to 
the south of Hill 118, the Fort ot FreBnes was built in 1878. This fort 'was 
blown up by the Germans during their retreat in 1U18. Its ruins are 
impreaaive. In the moats of the fort arc German trenches (uid shelters 
extending right up to the walls of the fort. 

Tht viWige of WUry-Ua-Reime is next reached. It suffered severely from 
the numerous bombanhnentA, which ite situation near the first lines rendered 
inevitable. 



Afl«r crossing the ratUeay (le.) at the entrance to the milage, keep straight 
on. Tibti Tuinea church is on the left, near Ihe entrance to the village. 

Except for one tower, which dates from the 12th century, the church is 
modern. The spire was destroyed by the Germans. The belfry, used by 
the enemy as an observation- post, was struck by French shells. 

Like many of the villages around RheinLi, Witry- lea-Reims is of Gallo- 
Roman origin. More than two hundred Gallic sepulchres and cinerary urns 
have been brought to light. The objects thus discovered, including a large 
number of vaaea, now form the Bourin pre-hiatoric collectioa 

After visiting the church keep straight on. At tht, Mairie, of which only 
the front remains standing, turn to the right into ike Rue Boiicton-Fayrraux. 
FoUow this street to the Place Oambetia {rdxmt 300 yards distant), ^t<here turn to 
the left. The entrance to " Pommern Tunnel," which connected np the 
German rear and front lines (photc, p. 163), is in thia square. 

The German inscriptions in the tunnel have been tAken down, and the 
entrance blocked up, on account of the roof and walls giving way. 



BHTBANCE TO " POUUBBN TUNNBl" AT WITRY-I.BB-ftElMB 

Leaving the PUtee Oambella. take the Bh^ms-Belhel road (N. 51) on the left, 
then the first street on the rigU to the Port of Wltry- 

Jiisl ovlaide the village the road erosaea the old Roman causeway from 
KYtfoma U>Tte\es, and a little farther on paan'g to the left of the rort of Wltry^ 

The Port of Wliry suffered but httie from the bombarrtmentB. 

The Toad climbs the northem eliypes of the Berru Hill, acrosB numerous 
Gennan trenches. At the bottom of a short mn-daum, opposite the i-illage of 
Berra, is a crossing of four ways. The road leading to the fort is the one straight 
ahead. 

On the rigid, among the numprous defences, is a German cemetery con- 
taining a monument to the dead, ornamented with somewhat rudimentary 
carving and bearing an epitaph dedicated to the roomory of the German 
BoldicTB who fell in the battles around Rheims. 

The road continues >ip llie slopes of Berni Hill, to tht right of the way leading 
to the auxiliary battery of the fort of V1k<o <■• Bomi. The top of the hill is 
soon reached, on which the fort, known as the " Vigie de Berru," etands. 
This fort was Uttle bombarded, and is practically intact. 

Bonn Hill, on account of its height, its sulphurous and ferrugmous 
wat«r9, flint quarries, and fertile soil, was inhabited in pre-historic times. 
At the summit, a campignien workshop, and farther down, above the springs 
which supply the village with water, a neohthic station have been disco^vred. 
Thousands of knives, arrow-heads, scrapers, saws, and other primitive tools 
have been unearthed. In the Oallo-Romnn times the village must have been 
fairly important, judging by the vestiges of the ancient buildings discovered 
at tbs foot of the hill. It was near Berru that the Gaulish helnift, now in the 
National Museum of St. Germain, was found. Towards tJie end of the 16th 
century (about 1575), during the Leaguers' struggles around Eheims, the 
village was fortified, to protect it from pillaging by the soldiers. The moats 
and glacis which surrounded it are still visible to the south, where, covered 
with trees, they adjoin the gardens. Subterranean places of refuge, the 
entrance to which is no longer known, formerly existed underneath the village. 

From the fort, the road- winds doiim the oppcsite slopes of the hiU. At 
the bottom of the latter, leave on the right the road to the Port of Nocont 
l'*i>n> — ( seen on the high ground to the right. 



,-r»rtn#-D«rr« 



(See Itinerary, p. 160, and summary of the Military Operations, p 164.) 
Thf iriUane o( NoK«nt I'ABbMM is next reoeh^, at the entrance to vihidt 
aurZliSiAnuSZiwrui,.. T.l.tt.«i4fl.<..e(0C.M),«»fc»fc»i. 
10 lie iuin«d village of ■•in» i)»™j l«« "»-*«- lo »< uliig, Itoj •< « 
£,7™; of tb. Ch.mp.gne Hah lo fconl (Mont ComJl.t ,„d Mont HmB. 
Tho tIIUb. of Mlii^;.• one of the old<»l demeaies belonging to Uie 
Abbey of St Eeml-cieBelni.. It w« »i«i« Into > mrnm^m .t the end of 

the 12th century. . , , i ,1. 'u 

The ehutob of St. Uu[i»it. »tu«t«l m tho centre of the villegc ™ .n 
excollcnt .peolmen of the tienulion .tylo of tho 12th century (j»olo Seton). 

lo iU !»<£ omdifei. il Jo im!«»«i«« K «« •< M ni»r».w lo Jao""- Ihc 



trenches and ehell holes have barely been filled in, and the tcmporarv bridges 
over the wider trenches would probably brtak down under a fairly heavy 
car. On the other hand, the huge craters made by the Germans in the course 
of their retreat, have only been Buramarily repaired and are not practicable 
for motor-cars. Tourists ehouU therefore return to Nogent F Abbesse bij Ike road 
they came by. 

EtU^t the viUage by the main street, v?hick JoUow as Jar as the church, whose 
belfry hax been destroyed. 

After the ehttrch, trike the first street on the right, then Ike second road on the 
left {G.C. 64), which leads to ■•>¥». In front of the village, turn to the. left and 
cross straight through. The I2th century Church of St. Martin, which suffered 
only slightly from the borabardment^, is in the middle of the village, on the 
left (photo above). 

On leaping Berru, the loiirisi comers again to the crossing mentioned on p. 163. 
Turn to the right and return to Wilri/-les-Beims by /fie road previously followed. 

At Witry-les-Reims, take N. 61 im the left, passing by the ruined works of 
linguet (photo below). 

Rheims is reached by the Faubourg Ceris. Keep straight on, to the Place 
Eoyale, via the Rue du Faubourg Oris and the Rue Oris. . 
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SECOND DAY 

AFTERNOON 

LA POMPELLK FORT— SILLERY 

{See complete Itinerary^ p, 121.) 



~^ 



4hO kilometres 



F^6» la Jouiiunn 







The firnt pari t.» devoted to vinting the baithfield noiith-fost of Rheims, ■which 
was the scene of much desperate fighting throughout the war, but especially 
in 191S. This region formed the pivot of the French right wing, and remained 
firm dcspit* the repeated powerful attacks of the enemy. 

The second part of the Itinerary Uavea the. batllejitld proper, and eondvcU the 
tourist acroM the most reputed vine.growinR centres of Champagne (Verzenav, 
Miu11y-Cham]>agne and Ludes), through lovely, picturesque country, which, 
although it has somewhat suffered from the bombardments, has nevertheless 
retained its per-war aspeet. 

Leavf. Rkfimg bi/ the Aveniie de Chalons' continued 6y W. 44 (see the plan 
of Rheima between pp- 32 atid 33, F. 6 and H. 7). 

The Avenue de Chiilona was well within the first-line defences. 

[| along the 'footpaths on either side of 



The BW!tor, known as "La Butto-ds-TIr," situated on the left, below 
Cemay and beyond the tailway, was the scene of furious fighting throughout 
the German occupation of 1014 to 1918 {photc below). 



COHUDtltCATIIK} TKBNCH *T JOOiaeiHCK WBM (1915) 

The road eroeees the Ckdhns Railway {I.e.), and goes ihtnce dired to the 
Fort or La. PompallB, paaaing through an inextricable network of trenches 
and barbed ivire entanglements. The country hereabout* was completely- 
ravaged by the terrific bombardmenta, and recalls the devaatat^d regions 
around Verdun, near Vaux and Douaumont (aee the Michelin Iliustraled Guide ; 
Verdun, and the Battles for its Possession). 

La iiouiasaneo Farm is next paBScd. Nothing remains either of it or 
of the road, ipkick started from this point towards Cemay, on the left. 



The Fort of L« Pompall*, u'liieh is next reached, is now a mere hc^p of 
ruins. The rotul which led to the fort no longer exists. To visit the ruiiia 
of the fort, tourists will have to folloic on fool the narraw-gavge raiUoay which 
starts from the road [photo above). 

Tradition has it that St, Timothy came from Asia to convert Rhc-ims, 
BuSernl martyrdom, together with tit. Apollinaris and several companions, 
on the hill known as La Pompelh, so-callfd perhaps from the procession 
(pompa or pompdUi) which, in the Middle Ages, used to visit the place of 
martyrdom of the aajnt«. 

This hill, which rises close to the crossing of the Kheims-St.-Hilaire-le- 
Grand and Bh elms- ChAlons Roads, was fortified after 1870, to flank the position 
of Bcrrn on the south. 

The road from Rhcims to Saint-Hilaire-ie- Grand (f),C 7), which used to 
start from the " Alger Inn," at the cross-roads mentioned above, no longer 
exists. Like the inn, it was obliterated by the shelling. A huge crater now 
occupies the site of the Alger Inn {pholo lielow). 



Continue dhng N. 44. About 1 kilometre from Iheforl, at a bendin the road, 
the shattered remnanta of trees of an aveane are visible on the left. Under 
the first fir-tree of this avenue, about 20 yarda from the national roail, is ui 
armoured machine-gun shelter, almost intact. 

Cro&s the railway (i.e.) mar the aitirtly destroyed station of PetitSiUery. 
After paaaing a ruined cbfiteau on the left, crona the bridge over the Vesk. At 
the fork beyond Ike bridge, have N. 44 and take O.C. 8 on the right to ftHlonr. 

This village, renowned for its dry wine, is pleasantly situated on the banks 
oi the Vesle. Throughout the war, it was quite close to the trenches and was 
frequently bombarded. In Slay, 1016. only some fifty of its inhabitants 
remained in the village, which subsequently suffered very severely, especiallv 
in 1918. 

Take a turn in the village, ihea follow N. 44 Imvards Chdlons {see /(tneror^, 
p. 166). 



The region of •iii*ry-Pamp«ii* was the scene of much fierce fighting 
throughout the war. Alter the capture of La Pompall* and the *■ Alg:«r Inn ■• 
by the French 10th' Corps on the night of Septemher 17-18, 1914, tbe 
Germans increased the number of their atta^ika, with a view to regaining these 
important positions. 

One of these attacks {that of December 30, 1914) was preceded by the 
explosion of a mine at the " Alger Inn," which made a hole 130 feet in diameter 
by 55 feet deep {see photo, p. 160). After a hand-to-hand fight, the French 
drove back the enemy and remained masters of the crater. 

In IftlS, during their offensives against Rheims, the Germans attacked 
several times in ^is region. On June 1, between Pommory Park (in the 

Bouth-east^Tn outskirts of Rheims) and the north-east of Sillery, they attacked 
with eight or nine battalioas and fifteen tanks. The garrison of Fort Pompelle, 
momentarily encircled, held out until a furious counter-attack by the French 
Colonial Infantry relieved it and drove back the assailants. The German 
tanks were either captured or destroyfd. On the 18th. after an hour's intense 
bombardment, the Uermans made a fresh attack and secured a footing in 
the Northern Cemetery of Rheims and in the north-eastern outskirts of 
Sillery, but French counter-attacks drove them out almost immediately. 
From July 15 to 17 their attacks on Sillery were likewise repulsed. 

Continue along if . 44 to (Ae destroyed Esp^rance Farm (ai/out 2 kiUmielres 
dislani), then turn to the right. Numerous military works were made by the 
French in the embankments of the Aisne-Mame canal along the left side of 
the road. 

The road riaea towards the " Mountain of Rheima." A white towra', 
dominating the whole plain, ie seen on the left (photo below). 

v«rs«nar is narf reached by (Ae Rue de Sillery. 



UK OLD UlLI. A' 



It was at Vananay that, on the e\'ening of September 3, 1914, the 
German aeroplane, which had dropped bombs on Rheims the same monung, 
Tas brought do«-n. It has sufFered relatively little from the bombardments. 

To viail the church, which contains the tomb of Saint-Basle {cknptX on the 
right), late the Hue Oambetta, then tht Rue Thiers. 

After visiting the ckurclj, return lo the Rue Thiers, al Ike end of which i» the 
Rue de Uaillij (G.C. 26). 

Take the tatter, which, on leaving Verzenay, rises fairly stiffly. 

At the lop of the hill, on (A« right, begins the road leading to vsrsanay Mill, 
which cro«-ns Hill 227 {see Itinerary, p. 166, and photo above). 

This mill, whence there is a fine panorama of the plain as far as the hjllg 
of Berru and Moronvilliprs, was a military observation-post of the first order 
durini; the siege warfare. 

/[ belongs lo the fJiampagne-wiHt firm of Heidsick Monopole. u-hieh alloirs 
tourists lo pisii it, as also their vineyards in Ike surrounding eovntrg. 

The road dips down to Mailly-Champagne, at the entrance lo trhieh tillage 
turn lo the right into the Rne Gamhetia, then lo the left into the Kne de Ludes 
{Q.C. 26). The road, cut out of the hillside, is very picturesque aa far an Ludes. 
In the forest, on the left of the road, are numerous " cendrirres," or quarries. 
from which volcanic sulphurous cinders, used for improving the vines, arc 
extracted. Heaps of the^e valuable cinders (grey, white and black) are 
frequently encountered at the side of the road. 

Ludai t> nrxl reached by the Avenue de la Qare. 

The region juat passed through, including the villages ot ^'^^7.ena\■, 
Hnilly-Champagnc and I^udca, as well as Ver/.y no the east), and Rilly-la- 
Montague and Villers-AUerand (to the wesl). are" the winegrowing centres of 
the " Mountain of Rheims " properly so-called, the black grapes from which 
jiroduco the i>est branis of Champa^e, The villagea arc picturesqudv 
situated at the edge of thfi forests which croim the hills, while the vinejards 
which cover the slopes of the latter descend to the chalky plain. These 
vineyards, divided into tinv plots, the ground of which before the ravages of 
the phylloxera cost as much as 9.^,000 francs per hectare (about 2i acres), 
constitute the principal wealth of the eountri". Here snd there they have 
BuSered from the war, but this has not prevented the vine-dreesers from 
cultivating them (often with the help of the ooldiem) or from gathering the 
grapes, under the continual menace of the Cierman guns. 



At Lude*. in the Aveiive de la dare. Ivrn to the right into the Rue de Cormon- 
irenU, and again to the right, into the Hue de Piiisieiilc (G.C. 33). 

At the crossing, 1 kilometre bei/mid Liidfn, go straight on. After passing 
on the right nn afenue bordered icith trees leading to the OttAtmmu or Komont, 
Pufalaulx j« reached. 

At the first crossing, tm entering the village, keep straight on, Ihert tvrn to the 
right as far at the ruined church, with itx curiouH toop-holed chevet. Leave 
Ike chttTCh OH the right and, at the end of the village, litm to (he left. There are a 
few graves on the right of the road. Afl*r skirling a large, estate, the trees of 
which were de^roi/ed bij shell-fire, the, tourist reaches Sllltry. 



Turn UitheUn into G.C. 8, oi the entrance (o Ike aUage. On the rigkl are 
vestiges of a amal! wood, known as " Zouaves Wood,"' which was the scene of 
many sanguinary fighla after its capture by the French in 1914. 

The tourist ntxl reaches Tolaay, whose ruined chuich is on lAe riyhi, by the 
side of the Vegli (pfoto, p. 173). 

Thia interesting church ia largely Romanesque in style {tower, chevet and 
nave). The tabernacle, with altar-piece of carved wood, is Louis XIII. A 
fine wrought-iron railing encloses the Binctuary {photo belote). The small, 
sonorous bell of the belfry is, strange to gay, I3lh or I4th century. 

/■(MS straight through Taieny, then follow the tram-lines. Oormontrwull is 
entered by the Rue Victor-Hugo. 

From Cormontreuil, the tourist may return to Rheims either by turning to 
the right in the village, beyond the tram station {in this ease he toill enter Rheiins 
by the Rue de Cormonlreail which tends to the Place Diru-Liimiere) or by con- 
tinuing straight ahead. In the latter case he will cross the Faubourg FUchambauU 
by the Rue Ledru-BoUin. At the end of the laiUf, turn lo the right into the Rue 
Fleeh-imbauU which, after crossing the Vesle and the txinal, hods to the Church of 
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.".'"'.'^Wfihdin will hit you"Jh'e ^ charge ? 



Drop a line, ring us up, or call at one of our 
Touring Offices, and you will receive a carefully 
worked out detfcription of the route to follow. 
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Hotels and Motor-Agents 

at RHEIMS ^- 

Information eztractea from the MICHELIN GUIDE (1919) • 



Key to Arbitrary Signs 



SAS&L Comfortable hotels, with modem 
or modern lBe4,iz^talIation. 
[CCl Central Heating. 
(LI Electric Light. 
[B] Bath-room. 
[WCI Hodem W.C'i. 
[T] 104 Teleplione number. 

Oar. [2] ( Accommodation for auto- 
Shed [9] I mobiles, and the number 
Shelter (4J { which can be put up. 
adj. Adjolniug ths hotel. . 

iDep6t for *' bouteilles 
dair Michelin" for 



f^ Re^i^ah^.. 
Agt for llanniukureT'n iilM%%, • 

[31 Garage and number of oars it 
wUl hold. 
U Inspection pit 
(El Petrol (gasoline) can be obtained 
here. 
[E*'J Accumulators can be recharged 

here. 
CA-A] Agt. for the "British Auto- 
mobile AssociatloQ.'* 
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Oudrard, Cycles, 81^ rus de IfeuehAM. 
Boissel, Cycles, J2J, kit rue de Oambetta. 
SixoD, Cycles, 80, AvenuB de La<m. 



W0 



CAR MANUFACrUREltS 



Panhard-Lerass^r Works, 88, rue Emeet-Benan, 
Socidtd des Automobiles Brasier Works, f, nu de^SUlery, 



• The above information datee fr&vi June Ut, in§, and may no longer be 
exact wlun it ineete ike reader's eye. Touriete are therefore reee^mmended to comult 
the lateeC edition of the "Michel in Guide to Franoe" {SnglUh or FreMh), before 
eelting oUt on the tour described in this volume. 




THE MICHELIN TOURINa OFPICC 
at 8i, PnlhaiB Road, Chelsea, LONDON, 
6.W. 3, will be pleased to fnrnlsli 
motorists with advloe and Ihforinattoiii 
free of charjpe. 

Special Mnerarhs free, on request. 




